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Elective surgery 


Last week, | analyzed the results of the 
recent Canadian federal election and 
added my voice to the ranks of those 
calling for electoral reform in this 
country. The federal Liberals won a 
strong majority of seats with the sup- 
port of less than 50 per cent of voters, 
and that’s just the beginning of the 
disparities between the popular vote 
and the real election results in terms 
of seats won. 

The problem with Canada’s elec- 
toral system, in which whoever wins a 
plurality of votes in each riding wins 
the seat, is that it’s winner-take-all. 
The last election had an average of six 
candidates running in each riding, 
making it possible for an MP to 
receive 100 per cent of the power— 
i.e., one seat, which is indivisible— 
with just under 17 per cent of the 
votes cast. 

This_system, called “first-past-the- 
post” by political scientists, discour- 
ages smaller parties—the Green Party, 
for example, received 0.8 per cent of 
the vote, enough for two seats if Par- 
liament were divided up proportional- 
ly. But the Greens probably would 
have received a lot more votes if 
they'd had a prayer of electing a can- 
didate. In a first-past-the-post system, 
a Green vote is at best a protest vote 
and at worst a wasted vote. 

The first-past-the-post system also 








favours parties with regional support, 
like the Bloc Quebecois, who received 
about 200,000 fewer votes than the 
Progressive Conservatives but more 
than three times as many seats. It’s far 
easier for a party to concentrate their 
effort into a small number of ridings, 
and thus elect-candidates:from only 
those ridings, instead-of*spreading 
their'resources out across.the whole 
country. The Canadian Alliance may 
have lost out in Ontario this past elec- 
tion, but their predecessor, the Reform 
Party, took*ativantage of this aspect of 
the electoral system for over a decade, 
electing MPs from the West. 

Canada is one of only four major 
democracies in the world that exclu- 
sively use the first-past-the-post sys- 
tem. The others are the U.S., Great 
Britain and India—unfortunately, 
among the world’s largest and, not 
coincidentally, oldest democracies. 

Other countries with newer consti- 
tutions have developed more equi- 
table electoral systems. Many, like 
France and Russia, use a system of sec- 
ond “run-off” elections between the 
two candidates in each riding who 
received the most votes. This way, the 
winner of the second election will, by 
definition, have more than 50 per 
cent of the votes cast—and therefore, 
supposedly, a mandate from the 
majority to govern. If such a system 
were instituted in Canada, then most 
ridings would have required run-offs— 
and, presumably, much of the small-c 
conservative vote would have 
switched between the CA and the 
Tories, electing more members from 
each party and thus coming closer to 
representing the popular vote. 

Electoral systems that are neither 
first-past-the-post nor strictly propor- 
tional—such as run-off election sys- 
tems, multiple-vote systems or 
combinational systems like Germany’s 





Bundestag (which ‘s half first-part-the- 
post, half proportional)—are designed 
to have election results more closely 
reflect the popular vote while still 
ensuring that a party or at least a small 
coalition may achieve a majority gov- 
ernment. A truly proportional system is 
seen as too unstable and as making 
small, extremist parties the power bro- 
kers. This may be true in Italy and 
Israel, but most of the world’s other 
proportional electoral democracies 
(and there are over 70) find the prob- 
lems inherent in their system—e.g., 
instability, dependence on coalitions— 
more than offset by the rewards, and 
preferable to the problems inherent in 
other systems—such as inequity. 

It’s tempting to imagine what 
Canada’s Parliament would look like if 
we had a proportional electoral sys- 
tem, dividing up the seats based on 
the last election’s results. But it’s also 
inaccurate—a different electoral sys- 
tem would have resulted in vastly dif- 
ferent voting patterns, since voters’ 
criteria would have changed. No 
longer would it be useless to vote for 
a small party, no longer would it be 
possible to vote for one candidate just 
to keep another candidate out of 
office. Canadian elections are famous 
for “strategic voting,” i.e., voting for a 
candidate other than the one a voter 
favours—a phenomenon that's stud- 
ied incredulously by political scientists 
elsewhere in the world, who live in 
more equitable political systems. 

One only has to look at Quebec to 
see how much effect strategic voting 
has. The Bloc Quebecois, an 
unabashedly separatist party, won 
almost 38 per cent of the vote, but 
that does not mean almost 2 in 5 vot- 
ers are separatist. Rather, they voted 
BQ in order to Be ee their OlseUsiaeg 
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By PAUL MATWYCHUK 
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Faux job 


For its November 27 issue, The New 
Yorker—the fusty, tweedy home of John 
Updike, John Cheever, John O'Hara 
and Eustace Tilley—decided to shake 
off a little of its legendary stodginess 
and leap into the 21st century by 
devoting itself to covering “The Digital 
Age.” Among other features, the issue 
included a wide-eyed “The Wondrous 
World of Tomorrow” article by some- 
time movie critic David Denby about 
the race to build the Evernet; a cartoon 
by Mick Stevens depicting a woman 
laden with suitcases pausing at the 
front door of her house and telling her 
soon-to-be-ex-husband, “And another 
thing: | don’t want you visiting my 
Web site” (ho ho!); and, most notori- 
ously, a piece of gonzo reportage by a 
young writer named Rodney Rothman 
entitled “My Fake Job.” 

In the piece, Rothman describes 
his 17-day stint hanging around the 
offices of an unnamed Manhattan 
dotcom company, posing as an 
employee, enjoying free sodas and 
free backrubs, drinking coffee, 
noodling around on his computer ter- 
minal, drawing up meaningless flow- 
charts and sharing complaints with his 
co-workers—all without anybody ever 
questioning his identity or asking him 
to do anything productive. The piece 
may not have been much more than 
the journalistic equivalent of a seg- 
ment on TV Nation, but it generated 
immediate acclaim for the buzz- 
starved, post-Tina-Brown New Yorker: 
Slate magazine, for instance, pro- 
claimed it “The best piece ever about 
dot-com absurdity.” Less than two 
weeks later, however, S/ate and its fel- 
low media-watchers were taking a 


Capital Letters 
Continued from page 2 
tion for the Liberals—not because they 
wanted a Bloc government in Canada, 
which would have been patently 


impossible anyway, because the BQ 
only ran 75 candidates, and thus were 








much dimmer view of the matter. 

Why? Well, it seems Rothman 
made some of it up. 

As Rothman eventually admitted 
to New Yorker editor David Remnick, 
one of the more vivid passages in the 
article, in which Rothman blissfully 
receives a massage from a pretty 
“wellness agent” named Melissa, 
never actually took place. 

Meanwhile, speculation about the 
identity of the hoodwinked company 
was rampant on Internet message 
boards immediately after the article 
was published—and clues such as 
Rothman’s description of the lobby 
and several mentions of one employee 
having pasted the first two pages of 
Moby-Dick to an elevator door pointed 
toward the Manhattan offices of a 
Dallas-based e-business firm named 
Luminant Worldwide. And then came 
the kicker: an anonymous posting on 
vault.com from another Luminant 
employee. 

“While | enjoyed the article 
tremendously,” it read, “I would like 
to point out one more minor itty-bitty 
detail that Mr. Rothman seems to 
have left out by mistake: 

“His mommy worked there.” 

That's right: despite the fact that 
she’s never mentioned in the article, 
Rothman’s mother Joan was toiling in 
the Luminant cubicles at the same 
time her son Rodney was pretending 
to do the same. (“I wonder if she’s still 
wet-nursing him,” the Luminant 
informant snidely remarked in a later 
posting.) In other words, the very 
premise of Rothman’s stunt, that these 
dotcom outfits are so anonymous and 
poorly organized that any “slacking 
feuilletonist” (to use Suck’s colourful 
description of Rothman) could pass 
himself off as an employee, was cor- 
rupt right from the article’s inception. 

The article is a black eye for The 
New Yorker, whose fabled squadron of 
fact-checkers have been held up for 
decades as the last word in eagle-eyed 
accuracy (a reputation that novelist Jay 
McInerney tweaked amusingly in his 
book Bright Lights, Big City). In 1998, 
when The New Republic, after raising 
eyebrows by drastically scaling down 
represented in less than 25 per cent of 
Canada’s ridings. In effect, Bloc Que- 
becois voters were voting for the 
opposition, not the government. And 
it’s a dangerous game to play: in the 
1995 separation referendum, many so- 
called “soft separatists” voted Oui 
without actually wanting to win—they 
just wanted to make sure the result 


their fact-checking department, was 
stung by a completely fabricated article 
by reporter Stephen Glass about major 
corporations hiring computer hackers 
as security consultants, New Yorker 
head fact-checker Peter Canby proudly 
told the New York Times how his maga- 
zine, faced with a similar story, “would 
have smoked it out very quickly.... We 
really don’t take anything at face value. 
We check things in the notes and even 
if we have the notes, we still go to the 
sources.” Perhaps predictably, those 
vainglorious comments have come 
back to bite Canby in the ass; in a 
piece in the December 7 Slate, Jack 
Shafer took an obvious relish in sug- 
gesting that, now that Canby has been 
snookered by a high-tech article him- 
self, he should send a letter of apology 
to the boys over at The New Republic. 

Even though TNR’s mistake was 
much more egregious than TNY’s— 
Glass’s article was a mammoth fraud 
from start to finish, while Rothman’s 
smaller fabrications were of a sort that 
is much more difficult for a fact-check- 
ing department to detect—The New 
Yorker is definitely the loser in the 
whole episode. The embarrassment 
isn't restricted to the “Digital Age” 
issue, either; as freelance journalist 
Seth Mnookin commented in a letter 
to the Poynter.org website, “The con- 
tretemps over ‘My Fake Job’ creates 
problems... for other, ‘harder’ stories 
that deal with more controversial sub- 
jects. Now future targets of investiga- 
tive pieces can point to Rothman’s 
story as proof that even The New York- 
er doesn’t let annoying facts get in the 
way of a good anecdote.” 

Well, then, who are the winners? 
On-line journalists for one, who now 
can snicker once again at the clueless- 
ness of the old guard when it comes to 
covering the Internet. Suck.com wrote 
a piece mocking David Denby’s 15- 
years-too-late Evernet piece, for 
instance, and the Internet-industry 
website Netslaves also took the oppor- 
tunity to poke fun at the Rothman slip- 
up in an article called “Silly New Yorker, 
spoofs are for professionals,” in which 
they offered the august publication 


some handy tips to keep in mind with _a relative got him the job. © 





future Net coverage, including “Avoid 
potential lawsuits by sticking to the 
facts” and “Understand something 
about the industry you mock.” (As it 
happens, letter-writer Seth Mnookin is 
also a frequent contributor to the on- 
line magazine Salon.) 

Media critic Trevor Butterworth, of 
the website Newswatch.org, has sug- 
gested the article is also a victory for 
new-style print outlets like the prank- 
ish, ultra-hip journal McSweeney’s, to 
which Rothman is a regular contribu- 
tor. “What if Rothman’s real ‘fake job’ 
was getting published as a New Yorker 
writer?” Butterworth playfully specu- 
lated. “Wouldn’t the publication of a 
fake story in the media’s temple of 
fact be the ultimate McSweeney's coup 
de théatre?” 

The ultimate winner, however, is 
Rodney Rothman, who seems utterly 
unharmed by the notoriety of his arti- 
cle and whose career continues to sky- 
rocket. Rothman, by all accounts a 
true comic prodigy, joined the writing 
staff of The Late Show with David Let- 
terman at age 21, becoming head 
writer at age 24, (Among his inven- 
tions was fake boy band “Fresh Step,” 
a media hoax that Slate was apparent- 
ly okay with.) Now 26, Rothman is 
developing a new sitcom for Dream- 
Works with the producers of Freaks 
and Geeks, No word yet as to whether 





was close enough to maintain the 
threat of separation as a future bar- 
gaining chip for a Quebec province 
within Canada. Given the result—5S0.6 
per cent to 49.4 per cent—this strate- 
gy almost worked too well. 

There’s a consensus that electoral 
reform in Canada is fine to fantasize 
about, but it will never happen. After 
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all, the governing party always owes 
its victory to the system’s inequities, 
so they have little incentive to change 
it. The only factor that would change 
their mind is the only factor that mat- 
ters to governing parties: public opin- 
ion. It keeps them from voting 
themselves 100 per cent pay hikes, 
and if enough people want a constitu- 
tional change, it will happen. 

At present, the call for electoral 
reform is restricted to a few columnists, 
one national organization (Fair Vote 
Canada—visit www.fairvotecanada.org 
for more info), and one MP. 
Saskatchewan NDPer Lorne Nystrom 
introduces the same private member's 
bill every session of Parliament, calling 
for the establishment of a multi-party 
committee to recommend electoral 
reforms. Every session, it’s politely read, 
politely debated and politely quashed. 
Luckily, he won his Regina-Qu’Appelle 
riding on November 27 by a slim 514 
votes, so there will still be at least one 
parliamentarian committed to reform. 

As Canada continues to have elec- 
tion after election, and the results are 
equally or increasingly unrelated to 
the popular vote, and the country 
becomes more and more balkanized 
by parties exploiting the system’s _ 
inequities, hopefully eventually © 
enough people will demand change 
for change to actually occur. 

All we can do is cross our fingers — 
and hope Canada can join the 20th 
century in terms of electoral systems 
before the 21st century is out—and 
that the system is reformed before the | 
Liberals can celebrate 100 straight 


years of power. © 
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Air Canada’s quality 
claims left unchallenged 


MONTREAL—When Air Canada 
launched an ambitious 180-day dam- 
age control campaign to convince 
irate customers that their glitch-ridden 
merger with Canadian Airlines would- 
n't be all line-ups and garbled connec- 
tions, observers were doubtful the 
new mega-carrier would be able to 
smooth out all of its embarrassing 
problems in less than half a year. 

But last weekend, 129 days into 
the quality commitment, Air Canada 
unilaterally declared victory. “If you 
haven't taken a flight recently, you'll 
be surprised at the positive changes 
since the summer,” president and 
chief executive officer Robert Milton 
glowed in full-page newspaper ads 
from coast to coast. 

He said congestion and long line- 
ups at airport counters have disap- 
peared, that response times on phone 
lines have improved dramatically and 
are now amongst the best in the 
industry, that reservation and check-in 
services are more efficient thanks to 
an integrated computer system and 
that thousands of new staff are mak- 
ing a. “major contribution to better 
customer service.” 

Fair enough. If Milton feels Air 
Canada has accomplished its mission, 
let him make these claims and face 
the consequences. ' 

But unlike the airline scene, where 
Air Canada is now the country’s only 
major carrier, there’s no complete 
monopoly amongst national broad- 
casters. So why did CBC Radio fail to 
include any third (or even second) 
party opinions when they reported Air 
Canada’s victory? 

They merely carried Milton’s state- 
ment in stories that didn’t dig beyond 
the airline’s triumphant statement. It 
would have been easy, at the very 
least, to send a few microphones to 
airports and garner passenger opin- 
ions about Air Canada’s service. Some 
people would have been satisfied. 
Others might have been dissatisfied. 
But most people would’ve had 
responses. And that’s what makes 
organizations accountable—some- 
thing the CBC should know. —Dan 
RUBINSTEIN 





Environmentalists 
are a threat, warns FI 


BANFF—The original mandate of 
Canada’s national parks is gradually 
being replaced by a narrow preserva- 
tionist agenda, warns a new study 
from the good folks at the Fraser Insti- 
tute—an agenda that distorts com- 
mon sense understanding of 
environmental protection and ecologi- 
cal integrity! 

Off Limits: How Radical Environmen- 
talists Are Shutting Down Canada’s 
National Parks focusses on the con- 
cerns of private business operators in 
Banff National Park. Apparently, they 
feel unwelcome—even threatened— 
by a swelling wave of environmental 
regulations and restrictions. 

“There is good reason to be con- 
cerned that ideology as much as sci- 
ence is inspiring current and Proposed ; 


regulatory and land management 
regimes in our national parks,” says 
Barry Cooper, co-author of the study 
and senior fellow at the Fraser Insti- 
tute, a Vancouver-based hardcore 
right-wing think tank. 

Canada’s mountain parks, accord- 
ing to the report, were created to 
serve a dual purpose: protection and 
use. Land was to be protected, the 
logic goes, so it could be enjoyed. 
Now, the Fraser Institute claims, 
wilderness conservation has been 
replaced by an increasingly narrow 
emphasis on restoration—an emphasis 
which ignores the fact that majestic 
CP hotels were built in Banff and Lake 
Louise, that ski resorts were developed 
and back country trails created as part 
of a multi-use strategy fundamental to 
the original vision of the parks. 

“Banff has the potential to 
become a model of balance in conser- 
vation policy, but in order to plan for 
a healthy and sustainable future, a 
strategy that reconciles human needs 
with environmental protection is an 
obvious necessity,” Cooper says. “Seri- 
ous discussion of a balanced public 
policy regarding Canada’s national 
parks is rendered difficult, not to say 
impossible, so long as wilderness pro- 
tection and human enjoyment are 
assumed to be mutually exclusive.” 

To help government afford a sus- 
tainable park system guided by sound 
science and management, the report 
states, revenue-generating mecha- 
nisms like user fees are necessary. 
Moreover, commercial activity pro- 
vides the opportunity to balance 
human “needs” with environmental 
protection. “Canadians must be pre- 
sented with some sensible alternatives 
to the heavy-handed and ideologically- 
driven regulatory approach to wilder- 
ness conservation,” says Cooper. 

Sensible? This coming from a man 
who, a little over a year ago, according 
to the Jasper Booster, told delegates at 
an Association for Mountain Parks Pro- 
tection and Enjoyment meeting (a not- 
so-aptly named group whose 
members include representatives from 
CP Hotels, Brewster Transportation, 
the major downhill ski areas and hotel 
associations from Banff and Jasper) 
that they should “exaggerate the pos- 
sibility of trail closures and the banning 
of outdoor activities in order to jar 
complacent Canadians into action.” 

“The industry has had a call to 
arms,” Julie Canning, executive direc- 
tor of the AMPPE said to the National 





















Post about the new Fraser Institute 
study. “They say they feel scared, that 
they have no stability.” 

The Post, which presented the insti- 
tute’s ideologically-driven findings 
under the guise of hard news, neglect- 
ed to speak to any of the environmen- 
talists or scientists whose efforts are 
criticized in the report. The newspaper 
did interview Banff National Park super- 
intendent Bill Fisher, who said that park 
“is not captive to one group and | want 
to make that clear.” Not that clarity is 
what the Fraser Institute, or the Post, 
are seeking. —DAN RUBINSTEIN 





Signs of economic 
slowdown spread 


SANTA CLARA, CA—As fourth-quar- 
ter reports continue to be released by 
major companies around the world, 
signs are pointing to at least a hiccup 
in the worldwide economic boom. 

Two weeks ago, Ford/Mazda 
announced that it had lost over $80 
million (U.S.), and DaimlerChrysler— 
now embroiled in a bitter legal battle 
between its American and German 
heads—announced losses in North 
America of over $500 million (U.S.). 

While the auto industry is general- 
ly seen as the engine of the North 
American economy, observers could 
have pointed to the high price of fuel 
as the catalyst for the auto industry's 
problems. 

Unfortunately, the latest financial 
reports from chip-making giant Intel 
show the slowdown has hit the com- 
puter world as well. Intel reported last 
week that sales had gone flat—and 
the company would not reach their 
goal of $8.7 billion in sales projected 
for the fourth quarter of 2000. 
“Economies worldwide appear to be 
slowing more quickly than we had 
anticipated and this has impacted 
demand in all our geographies,” Andy 
Bryant, Intel’s chief financial officer, 
told CBS. 

Other computer giants such as 
Apple, Gateway and Motorola have 
also issued warnings about slow sales. 
On top of that, the auto industry 
released more dire stats last week, as 
the Big Three all announced that sales 
had slumped in Canada—Daimler- 
Chrysler by a whopping 15 per cent. 
As well, Toyota sales were down 11 
per cent, according to Canadian Press. 
—STEVEN SaNDOR 
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Housing starts are 
down, too 


OTTAWA—More bad news for the 
economy: on Monday morning, the 
federal government announced that 
housing starts were down 5.5 per cent 
over the last month, from 164,900 starts 
in October to 155,800 in November. 

Housing starts are another key 
indicator of economic health. 

The reason for the drop? Look no 
further than B.C.. Housing starts in Van- 
couver dipped by a whopping 56.5 per 
cent. Toronto dropped by 11.9 per 
cent. If you think the drop can be attrib- 
uted to the beginning of the winter sea- 
son, chomp on this stat: in the prairies, 
urban starts were up 10.3 per cent. 

While this is bad news, Canada 
Mortgage and Housing Corporation 
senior economist Claude Lapointe said 
that it’s mitigated by the fact that sin- 
gle-detached housing starts were 
actually up over last month; the 
decline, he argued, was due to a drop 
in multiple-dwelling projects. 

“Low inventory levels of completed 
and unoccupied units, as much in the 
single-detached as in the multiples, sug- 
gest sustained activity over the next 
several months,” said Lapointe. That 
may be true—but other economic fac- 
tors indicate otherwise. —STEVEN SANDOR 





PCs, NDP, CA: sore losers? 


OTTAWA—The fallout over the latest 
Liberal landslide continues. 

First came the calls from labour 
leaders like Buzz Hargrove that the 
NDP has to return to its traditional left- 
wing roots if it wants to bolster to its 
depleted ranks. Then PC head honcho 
Joe Clark said his party may have to do 
some soul-searching because he’s not 
going to be the leader forever. 

Now it’s the Canadian Alliance's 
turn to look towards the future. And 
some key players are already unsure 
whether or not the party's continued 
tun for office should include charis- 
matic frontman Stockwell Day. 

“He's not a religious zealot or a 
bigot—he’s a very balanced Canadian,” 
Mike Burns, co-chair of the party's cam- 
paign in B.C., said to the Vancouver Sun. 
“{But] | think we have to assess carefully 
if the Liberals have permanently tainted 
Stock as something he isn’t. If that’s the 
case, then he won't be able to win 
Ontario.” —Dan RusiNsTEIN 
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The Cameron never 
blinks 


Is WCB president and CEO Mary 
Cameron worth $355,699 a year? 
(Not to mention an additional 
$60,000 in benefits, which presum- 
ably include dental, medical, pen- 
sion, car and entertainment.) Even 
$60,000 a year seems like a heap of 
cash—heaven knows, it's more than 
plenty of us will ever make. But the 
question isn’t whether it seems like a 
lot of money to us; it’s whether 
Cameron is worth it. And in order to 
answer that question, we have to 
consider several factors. How many 
employees does she oversee? What's 
her mandate’s bottom line? The job 
of CEO involves many responsibilities 
that also have to be considered when 
you decide whether that $355,699 
figure is justified. 

| firmly believe that workers on 
long-term disability are treated 
poorly at best. If you read the 
Workers’ Compensation Act, it 
clearly states that an injured work- 
er should not suffer financial dev- 
astation just because their health 
and physical ability to hold down a 
job have disappeared. And yet, 
many long-term claimants still 
wind up losing everything they 
own, Absolutely everything. Com- 
pared to those losses, Cameron‘s 
salary sure looks mighty damn 
good. Are the people Cameron has 
been charged with looking after 
worth so much less than her? 

Cameron ostensibly has respon- 
sibilities to the provincial govern- 
ment that she has to live up to... 





prised to learn that it was the 
provincial government themselves 
who allowed the WCB te become 
its private autonomous kingdom 
back in 1995, when the Klein 
administration decided, for mysteri- 
ous reasons, to give policy-making 
powers to the WCB, unhindered by. 
input from elected officials. Imagine! 
An unelected board with power to 
spare and money to burn, Klein may 
grouse about Cameron's salary, but 
it’s his fault she has no accountabili- 
ty. It's like a train without an engi- 
neer—the government inquiries 
standing at the side of the track can 
shout “Whoa! Whoa!” all they like, 
but that won't make it slow down. 
___ Mr. Klein, the ball is in your 
irt. (Or should that be, “The 
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Rack ’em up 


| adore women and Lord knows | love 
a fabulous rack. But honey, there is a 
limit. There | was at Barbarella’s, the 
Ottawa strip joint, for a stag party ear- 
lier this autumn when, my buddy 
Vince laughed, “stripper had her butt 
two inches from your face but you just 
stared at the big-screen TV watching 
the baseball playoffs. You didn’t even 
flinch.” 

Still, even | can only take so 
much. | mean, | haven't seen so many 
flabby asses waving in the air since, 


— Secon 
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well, Pride. “Dah-ling,” | finally 
cracked to the groom, kicking into 
iiber-diva mode and turning still 
more heads at the next tables, “I’m 
going to need plenty more shots if 
I’m going to have to put up with tits 
and pussy all night!” 

So, of course, | drank just about 
every straight boy under the table. 
Their view of me changed—not 
because | love baseball and can booze 
with the best of them, or because I've 
backpacked the world, white-water 
tafted the Zambezi or scuba-dived the 
Great Barrier Reef and will go shark- 
diving off South Africa on my next 
trip—but because | am gay. 

Ironically, even if you’re a sequined 
flamer or a mullet-haired diesel-dyke, 
hets almost always assume most 
queers are straight. So queer folk, no 
matter how out they are, will come 
out to someone new almost every sin- 
gle day for the rest of their life, where- 
as straight folks just plain are. 

And that, darling, is the dilemma. 








By DANA McNAIRN 
Reta CR EE 


Fire in the Belly 


Edmonton novelist Rudy Wiebe has" 


tossed in his two bits in the ugly 
authorship squabble between Anne 
Stone and Nega Mezlekia. At stake is 
who exactly wrote the Governor-Gen- 
eral’s Award-winning Notes From the 
Hyena’s Belly: Memories of My Ethiopian 
Boyhood. Vancouver author Stone says 
she co-wrote the book. Mezlekia—the 
one whose name is on the dust jack- 
et—says no, she did not; she was only 
hired to perform some “copy edit- 





ing.” (He then turned around and 
called her a “slut.”) 

Now Wiebe—himself a Governor- 
General’s Award-winner—says we 
need to examine “culturally specific 
ideas about the ownership of stories.” 
Wiebe, who collaborated with Yvonne 
Johnson on Stolen Life: The Journey of a 
Cree Woman, may have a point, but 
how are we to monitor this kind of 
thing? How about freelancers tighten- 
ing up their contracts and better vet- 
ting procedures at publishing houses 
too intent on riding other people’s 
true-life misery to the top of the best- 
seller lists? 


Rabinovitch cuts ties 
to Giller 


Seems Jack “Deep Pockets” Rabi- 
novitch has put his foot down. Prize- 
sharing the annual Giller is now 


_ prohibited. The decision comes in the 


wake of this year’s Gillers, in which, 
instead of naming one single winner 
as they were asked to do, the jury 
sighed heavily, threw up their hands 
and declared two winners. Can you 
say chickenshit? (And yes, Margaret 
Atwood—one of the three jurors—I’m 
pointing the finger at you, because 
you also pushed for a longer shortlist 
this year, complicating things right off 
the top.) 

Rabinovitch (to his everlasting 
credit) graciously cut two cheques for 
$25,000 for David Adams Richards 
and Michael Ondaatje. How could he 
not? It was a live telecast. But no 
more. Rabinotch double-checked 
with the folks across the pond at the 
Booker Prize to see what they did after 
Barry Unsworth tied with Michael 
Ondaatje (!) in 1992. The Booker 


Closeted movie stars and pop 
stars—and there are many—would 
rather, for instance, sell five million the- 
atre tickets or albums than 500,000. 
Hell, at a recent rooftop press confer- 
ence in Toronto, Will and Grace sitcom 
star Sean Hayes (who plays ab-fab 
flamer Jack) refused to publicly disclose 
his own sexual orientation. 

“Right now I’m playing a gay 
character on television so | want peo- 
ple to believe he’s gay,” Hayes 
snapped. “When all this is done, | 
would not like people to associate my 
personal life with the characters | play. 
| prefer to be an actor first. And that 
way people can judge the characters | 
play and not me.” 

Well, I’ve come to understand 
Hayes’s position because dealing just 
with being out is enough to wear any 
bitch down. Six months after | first 
began writing this column, for 
instance, | approached two major 
syndicates, but neither would touch 


no-tie rule. Rabinovitch should have 
seen that one coming. Aren’t Canadi- 
ans notorious for keeping the peace? 


Zadie be good 





Zadie Smith is the winner of this year’s 
Guardian First Book Prize, winning the 
healthy $20,000 award for White 
Teeth, her rollicking novel about sec- 
ond-generation immigrants in Lon- 
don. Our very own Naomi Klein, 
shortlisted for her study of the grow- 
ing resistance to corporate branding, 
No Logo, was the “unofficial runner- 
up.” Guess the Guardian already has a 
no-tie rule. 


Will he only treat English 
patients? 


And speaking of Michael Ondaatje, 
he’s just been made writer-in-resi- 


Protecting your health. 


Barbara Beattie works with her detector dog Rookie and her colleagues at 
the Canadian Food Inspection Agency. They help stop forbidden items from 
entering Canada that could damage our plants and animals or contaminate 
our food supply. This is just one of many services aimed at protecting the 


dicate TDB myself, approaching alt- 
weeklies one by one.) There was also 
the time | applied to be a news 
reporter for the National Post; | never 
did get a “Thanks, but no thanks” 
from the news editor, but instead got 
form letters from (go figure) both the 
lifestyle and arts editors. Then, as 
readers of this column well know, 
there were the three death threats | 
received in 1998 and 1999. 

When all is said and done, the 
end result is many gays and lesbians 
| know really want little to do with 
the straight world outside work 
because who among them really 
wants to hang out with louts at a 
fucking stag party? 

As a friend once told me, “There 
are two kinds of straight people: those 
who hate you to your face and those 
who hate you behind your back.” 

Which is why, | believe, no mat- 
ter how disillusioned gays and les- 
bians have rightly become, we must 
all work to reconnect with the 
dence at Columbia University’s Col- 
lege of Physicians and Surgeons in 
New York City. For four months he'll 
be lecturing staff and students on the 
joys of literature. In return, he'll take 
non-credit courses in medicine. The 
deal is a first for Columbia, who say 
the program will help the docs under- 
stand patients and their pain as well as 
(my favourite) how to better “con- 
template death.” Better dying 
through narrative? 


Magic Marquez 


Ah, bloody e-mail again. Last week’s 
reports of Gabriel Garcia Marquez’s 
death, it turns out, have been greatly 
exaggerated. Contrary to a widely cir- 
culated and gushing “deathbed” let- 
ter e-mailed around the world by a 
self-described “fan” of the author's in 
Los Angeles, the Colombian author is 
not dead yet. The master of magic 
realism (Love in the Time of Cholera) 
admits he’s been treated for lymphatic 
cancer, but that was, like, last year. 
This is the second hoax Marquez has 
had to deal with lately: a few months 
ago, a Peruvian newspaper published 
a poem falsely attributed to the 
author. For his part, Marquez report- 
edly says he'd gladly “die right now” 
if he had ever penned such crap. 


Field and steam 


Closer to home, the also very much 
alive Robert Kroetsch has just pub- 
lished Completed Field Notes: The 
Long Poems of Robert Kroetsch (Uni- 
versity of Alberta Press) with an intro- 
duction by Fred Wah. Spanning the 
last decade and a half, the collection 
records the Heisler, Alberta-born 





straight world. | mean, quite honest- 
ly, what choice do we have? A queer 
Israel, or Liberia? 

“The gay affirmative-view is that 
we are equal: Being gay is no better 
and no worse than being straight,” 
Calgary psychologist Kevin Alderson 
writes in his just-published, must-read 
book Beyond Coming Out: Experiences 
of Positive Gay identity (Insomniac 
Press). “It sounds like an easy place to 
get to, yet nothing could be further 
from the truth.... 

“Positive gay identity is about lib- 
eration, inspiration, courage, strength, 
nonconformity, acceptance of self, 
acceptance of others, uniqueness and 
love,” Alderson concludes. “That 
which grows from within flowers and 
becomes visible to everyone who 
takes notice. The positive gay man 
loves others inasmuch as he loves 
himself.” 

Which is why | had a ball regaling 
the boys with my fabulousness at Bar- 
barella’s that night. © 


teacher and author's verse, poetry 
and imaginative diary entries. 


Till the Gao comes home 


And finally, chalk one up for the good 
guys. “In the eyes of the Chinese gov- 
ernment | am a dissident but | consid- 
er myself to be more than that,” 
author Gao Xingjian said last week in 
Stockholm. “I! think | have the right to 
criticize the Chinese government 
because they have always criticized 

me.” That criticism included time in a 

re-education camp and burning a suit- 

case full of his own manuscripts dur- 

ing China’s disastrous Cultural 

Revolution. In 1989, three years after 

the government banned his writing, 

Gao left China in disgust after the 

Tiananrnen Square massacre. He set- 

tied in France, where he is now a citi- 
zen. Gao’s quiet triumph? Those 
remarks were made to reporters in 
Sweden en route to collecting his 
Nobel Prize for Literature. And yes, the 

Chinese government refused to attend 

the awards ceremony. © 


Our advertisers are s things, 
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health of all Canadians. 


To learn more about the hundreds of services 
available from the Government of Canada: 
* Visit the Service Canada Access Centre nearest you 
° Visit www.canada.gc.ca — 
¢ Call 1800 O-Canada (1 800 622-6232), 

TTY/TDD: 1 800 465-7735 
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Model at 
Shmoozy wearing 
Maggie’s “Bubble 
Dress” 


Designer Maggie 
Walt brings exotic 
designs to wintry 
Edmonton 

By JULIANN WILDING” 


traipse through the day in saris 

and kimonos, lounging on 
canopy beds draped in jewelled 
satin covers and embroidered pil- 
lows, drinking wine, listening to 
music and lingering in a perpetual 
state of tranquillity. This is the sort 
of lifestyle I imagine as I listen to 
the creative ideals of local fashion 
designer Maggie Walt. Her designs 
were featured Saturday, December 
2, at The Fine Art of Shmoozy, a 
fashion show and fund-raiser for 
Latitude 53, and were on sale this 
past Sunday and Monday at Shanti 
Hair Salon. 

Walt has been designing cloth- 
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ing for 10 years. She was born and 
grew up in Wetaskiwin, but left as 
soon as she was old enough; she 
moved to Edmonton and began 
working at Zoryana, where she 
spent the next 18 years learning 
about clothing, fabric and the fash- 
ion industry, eventually starting to 
create her own designs with a friend 
who also worked at Zoryana “We 
started out really slowly, Linda ama 
I, just a small proauction for 
Zoryana 10 years ago, and gradually 
expanded on that,” Walt says. “The 
last four or five years this became 
more of a career for me, something 
I'd like to do full-time. Right now, 
I’m trying to expand with whole- 
sale. I’m starting out small but it’s 
really limitless what I want to do 
with this.” In fact, Walt’s line 
already seems pretty big: it not only 
includes some exquisite high-end 
ladies’ wear but also jewelry, acces- 
sories, bedding and bathing items 
like salts, massage oils and aro- 


matherapy. 
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Going for baroque 


Walt’s designs are ornate and exotic, 
using ethnic fabrics and unusual 
cuts and patterns. The style is “very 
: mixed,” she says. “It’s forward fash- 
“igo that is still very feminine but 
also quite authentic. The pieces are 
odd, they’re striking, and they’re the 
kinds of things that make you feel 
beautiful when you put them on.” 
She designs primarily with fabric 
from Indonesia, combining baroque 
detailing such as beading, lace and 
embroidery with modern, sexy cuts. 
Walt’s pieces include form-fitting 
slips with lace overlays, kimonos 
and wrap skirts in hand-painted, 
one-of-a-kind silk, and scarves and 
shawls with fringe and beading. 

One really special piece is her 
“bubble dress,” a mid-calf-length 
dress of two layers (creating a depth 
of colour) with a series of three 
gathered segments accented by 
small strings of swinging beads. 
Some outfits are as simple as a slip 





dress with a finely detailed vibrant 
scarf loosely tied around the neck. 
Elegant fabric that breathes its East- 
ern influences is the key component 
of Walt's entire line. 

Walt began travelling to Indone- 
sia four years ago in search of the 
very fabrics that make her designs 
special: hand-painted silks and 
Satins, iridescent cottons and 
embroidered lace, lightweight, flow- 
ing fabrics in intense jewel tones 
like deep orange, fuchsia, lime and 
scarlet. It is this attention to detail 
that Indonesians put into their fab- 
tics that inspires and influences 
Walt. “Something I love about work- 
ing in Bali is their passion for work- 
manship,” she says. “They really 
express their beauty into the fab- 
ric—I mean, it’s art. It’s traditional, 
and the fabrics are really quite spiri- 
tual because of it. So for me to take 
this rare form of art, something so 
rooted and spiritual and combine it 
with a modern design to bring it to 
something wearable—that really 


inspires me. My ideas come right 
from the fabric.” 

Maggie does none of the sewing 
or construction of the clothing, but 
she designs intensely for about two 
months in Bali, finding fabrics that 
inspire her and are functional, work- 
ing out details of the designs, then 
going over everything with Balinese 
tailor Gina Watt. 


Summer lovin’ 


As much as Maggie loves Edmonton 
and feels at home here, she knows it 
may not be the best location for her 
target market. “My stuff should be 
in resorts, for people who want to 
relax, but look really classy and ele- 
gant,” she says. “I use a lot of sum- 
mer fabrics and summer designs, so 
really resorts would be my ideal 
market—people who are looking for 
something different and exciting. 
Edmonton is too conservative, too 
afraid of something that's not run- 
of-the-mill. Either that, or everyone 
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is way too label-oriented, and that’s 
not what I’m into at all.” 

Walt dreams of owning her ideal 
boutique, housing not just clothing, 
accessories and jewelry, but a spa and 
restaurant as well. “It would all be real- 
ly different and exciting,” she says, “to 
go to this restaurant where there’s a 
few of those four-poster beds, carved 
with golden leaves, and climb up onto 
the covers and there’s a table set up 
where you and your friends can just 
lounge—eat really good food, listen to 
music and drink really good wine. But 
that’s far away. I just want to make 
enough money doing this. Not a lot— 
just enough to have the freedom to 
travel and to work this way.” @ 


Maggie Walt will be displaying her 
line of clothing, bedding, jewelry and 
bath items at Paris Market this 
weekend from 5 to 9 p.m. Her jewelry 
is available at Gravity Pope and her 
bathing items will soon be available 
at Vudu Cosmetics. 
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Badass Jack's (7 locations 
inEdmonton and area. Call 468-3452 
for location nearest you, or visut 
www. badassjacks.com) Edmonton’s 
first and original Californian wraps. $ 


Ber-zerk (8128-103 St., 431-9864) 
Bigger scoops + low prices = A Big 
Hit! $ 


Le Brasserie (10332 Whyte Ave., 
434-6597) The freshest burgers, tan- 
talizing chicken burgers and home- 
made pizza, pitchers of beer, and 
Italian pastries. $ 


Cafe Mosaics (10844 Whyte Ave., 
433-9702) A wide variety of home- 
made, healthy meals, featuring many 
selections for vegetarians. $ 


Hemp Café (10332 - 81 Ave., 988- 
2098) Sandwiches, salads, baked 
goods and a variety of fresh hemp 
items. Support the new attitude—try 
our Hemp coffee. $ 


Oriental Veggie House (10586-100 
St., 424-0463) Edmonton’s only total- 
ly vegetarian restaurant. $-$$ 


Route 99 Diner (8820-99 St., 432- 
0968) 50’s diner with an abundance 
of memorabilia, a jukebox playing 
50’s music and a great variety of 
food. $-$$ 


Sinfully Fresh (9014-112 St. (hub 
Mall), 438-3156) Eighteen varieties of 
healthy low-fat wraps. Salads and 
pitas made to order. $$ 
wage we 





Peas sane 


Bee Bell Bakery (10416-80 Ave, 439- 
3247) "The health bakery” $$ 

C'est Bon Bakery and Café (7904 
104 St., 434-2849) The best soup and 
sandwich spot in town! Desserts 
range from puffed wheat squares and 
peanut butter cookies to German 
chocolate cake and cherry pie. Non- 
smoking. $ 

Tree Stone Bakery (8612-99 St., 433- 
5924) Artisan bread shop making 
pain au levain (true French sour- 
dough). $$ 


Bistro Praha (10168-100 A St., 424- 
4218) The first European Cafe since 
1977 and still the only one. $$ 


Bridges (9028-Jasper Ave., 425-0173) 
Be scene! Before the theatre, after the 


CANADIAN 


game or for an evening of entertain- 
ment in itself $$$ 


Cafe Select (10016-106 St., 423- 
0419) Offering lunch, dinner and late 
night dining in a relaxed atmosphere 
for over 14 years. 


Cafe De Ville (10137-124 St., 488- 
9188) Located in Old Glenora, offer- 
ing a diverse and eclectic menu in a 
warm and inviting atmosphere. $$ 


Carole’s Cafe & Catering (10145- 
104 St., 425-1824) Creative, comfort- 
able, accommodating. Offering a 
diverse menu of fresh food, and a 
warm and inviting atmosphere. $-$$ 


Cilantro’s on 111th (10322-111 St., 
424-6182) Wide selection of dishes 
from kiwi mussels to blackened cat 
fish or mini rack of lamb. $$ 


Four Rooms (#137 Edmonton Centre, 
102 Ave. & Rice Howard Way, 426- 
4767) Casual dining in an upscale 
environment, featuring a unique 
international tapas menu. $$ 


Manor Cafe (10109-125 St., 482- 
7577) Remarkable location, flavour 
and service. Great prices on dishes 
from around the world. $$ 


Matess Urban Bistro (8223-104 St., 
431-0179) The first European bistro 
since 1996 and still the only one. 
Radegast on tap. $$ 


Nina’s (10139-124 St., 482-3531) 
Sophisticated, casual elegance. Live 
music fridays and saturdays. $-$$ 


Russian Tea Room (10312 Jasper 
Ave., 426-0000) Best cheesecake in 
town, A quiet and romantic atmos- 
phere; candlelight at night to warm 
your heart. $-$$ 


Sweetwater Cafe (12427-102 Ave., 
488-1959) In the heart of Old 
Glenora, delicious, health conscious 
dishes made fresh. $$ 


Tasty Tom’s Bistro & Bar (9965 
Whyte Ave., 437-5761) Find a taste 
explosion on the other side of the 
tracks. Let our chef’s Tom and 
Christian entertain you for lunch, din- 
ner or a late nig! ’ 
f esr 


— 








Brewsters (11620-104 Ave., 482- 
4677) Extensive menu selection. 14 
different types of beer brewed on site. 
brewery tours available. $$ 


Taps Brewpub & Eatery (3921 
Calgary Trail S., 944-0523) Our exclu- 
sive Microbrewed Ales and lagers are 
produced in our site brewery (Brew- 
tours with your glass). 


Aroma Borealis (Coopers & Lybrand 
Building, 211, 10130-103 St., 944- 
9693) Designer sandwiches, latte, 









cappuccino, great coffee, & fabulous 
desserts by Skopek’s Bake Shop. $ 


Bennys Bagels Cafe on Whyte 
(10460-82 Ave., 414-0007) Come for 
breakfast, lunch, or for a latte or cap- 
puccino after a night out. Check out 
our patio for the hot summer days. $ 


Bohemia Cyber Café (11012 Jasper 
Ave., 429-3442) Comfortable sur- 
roundings, enjoy our array of produc- 
tivity and entertainment software over 
a chai latte or a bowl of peanut soup. 
$$ 


Café Amande (8523-91 St., 465- 
1919) Featuring fine french cuisine— 
quiches, tortes and crepes a la 
mamandine. Live music Fri & Sat $ 


Café La Gare (8104-103 St., 433- 
5138; 10308A-81 Ave., 439-2969) 
Smoke-Free. Licensed and offers a 
winning medley of culinary delights 
including vegetarian fare, hearty sal- 
ads, grilled sandwiches, and fresh 
baked goods. $ 


Café Lacombe (10111 Bellamy Hill, 
The Crowne Plaza, Chateau Lacombe, 
428-6611) The finest in fusion cook- 
ing. Best breakfast and lunch buffets 
in town, all day a la carte menu and 
monthly opera dinners. $$$ 


Café Lila’s (10153-97 St., 414-0627) 
In the farmers market. Grilled sand- 
wiches, daily specials, European 
desserts and specialty coffees in a 
smoke free environment. $$ 


Cafe on Whyte (10159-Whyte Ave., 
437-4858) Open 24 hours. Plenty of 
parking. Breakfast and lunch specials. 
Come and enjoy our quiet and friend- 
ly atmosphere $ 


Calabash Café (10630-124 St., 414- 
6625) Creative Carribbean cooking in 
casual yet comfortable atmosphere. 
Lunch, Happy Hour, Dinner or Late 
Night snack. Come for the food, stay 
for the party! $-$$ 


Cappuccino Affair (12808-137 Ave., 
Palisades Square, 457-0709) Friendly 
staff, home-like atmosphere, fireplace, 
loveseat groupings. Light breakfast, 
lunch or night-time snack. $ 

C'est Bon Bistro (10505 Whyte Ave., 
439-8609). The best soup and sand- 
wich spot in town! We laso have a 
variety of delicious wraps, salads and 
entrées such as shepards pie and 
lasagna, and desserts supplied by our 
own bakery. $-$$ 


Expressionz Café, Market & 
Meeting Place (9142 - 118 Ave., 
471-9125) Live entertainment Fri & 
Sat. Artists giftshop. $ 

The Commissary (11750-Jasper Ave., 
488-9019) A large selection of fresh 
sandwiches, salads, soups, casseroles 
and desserts, to stay or to go. $ 
Jazzberrys Too Cafe (10116-124 St., 
488-1553) Good home style cooking 
in a relaxed environment. Smokers 
always welcome. $ 


Juliano’s Restaurant & Cappuccino 


JOIN US IN 


THE PUB 
FOR: 
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e Monday & Tuesday 15¢ Wings 
e Wednesday Beer & Burger for $5.95 
e Thursday & Friday Jug of Beer & 20 Wings for $10.95 
e Sunday Toonie Menu after 5 pm ¢ Happy Hour all day 


BREAKFAST SERVED ALL DAY 


Pe-Molom PV ii] (emey-(e\-\-]|\ (cm Wy o—tl eo }—1e y= 
(corner of 137th Ave./Fort Road) 








Bar (11121-Fast lunches served 
Trattoria style with a more relaxed 
dinner atmosphere. A great place to 
meet friends! $$ 


Katmandu Coffee Cafe (201, 10 
McKenney Ave., St. Albert, 419-3550) 
A European coffee bar atmosphere in 
St. Albert. 


La Piazza (104588-82 Ave., 433- 
3512) Speciality & European coffee, 
breakfast buns & bagels, home-made 
soups, sandwiches, bagel melts, 
lasagna. 


Makapakafe (13042-50 St., 413- 
4165) No place like it in N.E. 
Edmonton. A huge variety of special 
coffee, nachos, sandwiches, wraps. $ 


Market Café (16615-109 Ave., 930- 
4060) Fast, fun and for the family. 
Featuring daily breakfast, lunch & din- 
ner buffet-and a delightful A La Carte 
menu. $-$$ 


Misty on Whyte (10458 Whyte Ave., 
433-3512) Gourmet coffees, cappuc- 
cinos, homemade soups, sandwiches, 
bagels and hot lunches. Daily $3.95 
lunch special. $ 


Muddy Waters Cappuccino Bar 
(8211-111 St., 433-4390) Great eats 
& drinks in a comfortable atmos- 
phere. Daily liquor and food specials. 
Catering. $ 


Savoy's Gourmet Health Café 
(11010-51 Ave., 437-7718) South 
Indian cuisine, vegetarian menu, 
sandwiches and soups for under 
$3.99. Fruit and vegetable juice bar. $ 


Steeps (12411- Stony Plain Rd., 488- 
1505) The original tea café. Huge 
selection of premium loose tea. Sit, 
sip and savour! Great gift ideas, awe- 
some desserts and light lunches. $ 


Sugar Bowl (10922-88 Ave,, 433- 
8369) The esoteric & eclectic cafe Full 
espresso bar, fresh baking daily. Daily 
hot specials. Live entertainment. 


Sunterra Market (Commerce Place, 
201, 10150 Jasper Ave.) Muffins and 
pastries freshly made at our on-site 
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bakery. $ 


Urban Grind (10124-124 St. 451- 
1039) Come and try our Fresh Fruit 
Bubble Drink in our eclectic atmos- 
phere, Variety of specialty coffees, 
mouthwatering desserts, homemade 
soups and sandwiches made fresh 
when ordered. Open until 2a.m. $$ 


Cajun House (7 St. Anne St., St. 
Albert, 460-8772) Worth the drive to 
sample some of the best Jambalaya 
and Gumbo in the province. $$ 


Da-De-O (10548-82 Ave., 433-0930) 
Funky-style restaurant in an old-style 
diner on Whyte Ave. $$ 

Louisiana Purchase (10320-111 St., 
420-6779) Higher-end style of cook- 
ing from the Bayou & great atmos- 
phere. $$ 





Barb & Ernie’s (9906-72 Ave., 433- 
3242) One of the best mom & pop 
operations in the city. $$ 


Billiards Club (2 fl. 10505-82 Ave., 
432-0335) Rack ‘em up and chow 
down, with heaps of burgers & mugs 
of ale. $ 


David's ( 8407 Argyll Rd., 468-1167 ) 
Specializing in Alberta beef dishes on 
the south of the town. $$ 


Devlin’s (10507 - 82 Ave., 437-7489) 
Now serving lunch specials. All soup 
and sandwich combos for $6.95. Also 
1/2 price Happy Hour on drinks & 
food daily. $ 


Fife n’Dekel (9114-51 Ave., 436- 
9235, 10646-170 St., 489-6436, 
12028-149 St., 454-5503) Best sand- 
wich award winners in the Vue 
Weekly 2000 golden fork awards. $$ 


Franklin's Inn Dining Room (2016 
Sherwood Dr., Sherwood Park 467- 
1234) All day breakfast and a great 
selection of all your favourites. $-$$ 


The Garage Burger Bar and Grill ( 
10242-106 St., 423-5014) Best home- 
made burgers with daily lunch spe- 
cials at student-friendly prices. $ 


The Grinder (10957-124 St., 453- 
1709 ) 20 years old but under new 


Coaste a 
Work of: Hirt 


(124 St.-102 Ave. | Manulife Place | 51 Ave.-110 St. 


management. Also lounge and games 
room. $-$$. 


High Level Diner (10912-88 Ave., 
433-0993 ) Wholesome and health 
conscious-Known for their tasty hum- 
mous and veggie burgers. $$ 


Insomnia Pub (5552-Calgary Trail 
South, 414-1743 ) Cool place for the 
new, cool generation. Great food, 
great atmosphere, awesome prices. $ 


Keegan's Family Restaurant (8709- 
109 St. & 3458-99 St., 439-8934 ) 

Open 24 hours every day. Breakfast 
served all day. Affordable homestyle 
meals. $ 


Larry's Cafe ( 6, 10015-82 Ave., 414- 
6040 ) Best breakfasts and lunches on 
the south side. Cheep prices! $ 


Louie’s Submarine (8109-104 St., 
431-0897) In-store fresh baked bread. 
Soups and salads. Catering business & 
social lunches or dinners. $ 


Mayfield Grill (1665-109 Ave., 930- 
4062) Casual dining in an elegant 
atmosphere, extensive menu for 
lunch and dinner, best Sunday 
brunch. $$ 


Nellie’s Tea Shoppe (12606-118 
Ave., 452-9429) Hhome-made meals. 
Specializing in traditional English high 
tea and gourmet evening meals.$$ 
Phatz Restaurant (10331-82 Ave., 
413-0930) An eclectic assortment of 
appetizers, entrees and pastas, and 
delectable desserts. 


The Raven (10338-81 Ave., 431-1193 
) Eclectic selection of “wood fired 
food” with Old Strathcona’s best 
steaks and oven roasted chicken. $ 


Richie Mill Bar and Grill (10171 
Saskatchewan Dr., 431-1717) Century 
old fieldstone walls create a cozy 
atmosphere in which to enjoy a vari- 
ety of dishes or relax during happy 
hour. $$-$$$ 


Rosie's Bar and Grill (10604-101 St., 
432-3499 ) Nothing fancy, but sensi- 
ble home cooking without the frills. $ 


Shecky’s (7623 Argyll Rd., 426-8983, 
#100, 10130-103 St., 424-8657) Real 
food, real fast. Terrific Italian Dishes. 

Soups/salads/sandwiches made from 
scratch. Call ahead for reservations. $ 
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The Sidetrack Cafe (10333-112 St., 
453-1326 ) Whether you like succu- 
lent steak, decadent eggs Benedict in 
the morning or late night chicken 
wings, The Sidetrack Cafe’s kitchen 
will do it for you. $-$$ 


Squires Pub/Starvin’ Marvin’‘s 
(10505-82 Ave., 439-8594) We invite 
you in for daily ‘and monthly specials, 


as well as Happy Hour from 4-8 pm. $ 


The Tea House (52404 Range Rd. 
221, Ardrossan, AB, 922-2279, 922- 
6963. ) Country fresh foods for lunch, 
dinners or breakfast. antiques, local 
arts and crafts anad unique gifts to 
browse around, Breakfast & lunch $; 
dinner $-$$ 


Teak Room (11615-109 Ave., 484- 
0821) Enjoy a fine dining experience 
with gourmet dishes prepared by our 
award-winning chefs $$$ 


Thomas’ Fishermen's Grotto (9624- 
76 Ave., 433-3905) Fine dining fish & 
seafood, featuring the seafood lover's 
feast for two. Brunch, lunch & dinner. 
$$$ 


Turtle Creek Cafe (8404-109 St., 
433-4202) Continental-style bistro 
with good variety of dishes and pizza, 
stir-fries, pasta and more. $$ 


Unheardof Restaurant (9602-82 
Ave., 432-0480) Over 17 years of 
operating a fine dining establishment 
in a newly renovated building. $$$$ 


Urban Lounge (8103-105 St., 439- 
3388) For lunch, dinner or late night 
fare, experience wholesome home- 
made burgers. $ 


The Village Café (11223 Jasper Ave. 
488-0955) Serves homemade gour- 
met dishes prepared by red seal chefs 
on site. Specializing in prime rib, 
seafood, pasta and stir fries. 

Von's Steak and Fish House (10309- 
81 Ave., 439-0041) Alberta beef at its 
best and great seafood, too. $$$ 
Zac's Place Cafe and Pub (Fort. 


9855-76 Ave., 439-1901) Featuring 
their famous ultimate burger and all- 





cay breakfasts $ 





Blue Willow a 1107-103 Ave., 428- 
0584) Great food, great service and 
great atmosphere. $$ 


Double Greeting Wonton House 

(10212-96 St., 424-2486) The rock ‘n 

rollers choice. Try a spicy lon: ne Con 
cl 


with rice roll or a curried chicken plat- 
ter, washed down with 4 fine sago 
concoction. $ 


Genghis Grill (10080 Jasper Ave., 
424-6197) "A Mongolian food experi- 
ence”. $ 


Noodle Noodle (10008-106 Ave., 
422-6862) The best Dim Sum in 
Edmonton. $$ 


Man’s Cafe (12520-118 Ave., 452- 
3672) A super stop for a variety of 
tasty treats. Make sure to try the 
Oriental Stir-fry. $$ 


Marco Polo (#206, 9700-105 Ave., 
428-3388) The classiest Chinese 
restaurant in Edmonton. $$ 


Shangri-La Restaurant (14927-111 
Ave., 487-6868) Authentic Chinese 
and Thai cuisine. Rice and noodle 
dishes, meat entrees, appetizers, 
desserts. $$ 


Xian Szechuan (10080 - 178 St., 
484-8883) Delicious selection of 
authentic Szechuan dishes. $$ 


Jewel of Kashmir “(7219-104 2p 438- 
4646) Discover a place that’s out of 
this world. Designed to capture the 
excitement & glamour of India. 


Khazana (10177-107 St., 702-0330) 
Authentic Tandoori cuisine in one of 
Edmonton's most elegant dining 
rooms. $$ 


New Asian Village (10143 
Saskatchewan Dr., 433-3804) 
Cooking at its best from the subconti- 
nent with a great panoramic river val- 
ley view. $ 


Spicey House (9777-102 A Ave., 
Canada Place (Food Court), 425-0193 
or 475-0496) Veg & non-veg curries 
with choice herbs, the secret to the 
intoxicating flavour of Indian cuisine. 


a tresh 








Continental Treat (10560-82 Ave., 
433-7432) Enjoy excellent European 
cuisine in an elegant yet comfortable 
atmosphere. $$ 


Madisons Grill (Union Bank Inn, 
10053 Jasper Ave., 423-3600) Unique 
historical building; upscale regional 
cuisine with a European influence. 


The Russian Tearoom (10312 Jasper 
Ave., 426-0000) Romantic quiet 
restaurant in the heart of downtown. 
Best Cheesecake in town. European 
and Ukrainian cuisine. Palm readings 
dail 






Café Amandine (8523-91 St., 465- 
1919) Fine french cuisine. 
Entertainment night: Fri & Sat. $ 


The Créperie (10220-103 St., 420- 
6656) Award-winning Edmonton 
institution without haute price. $ 


La Boheme (6427-112 Ave., 474- 
5693) A rare establishment where the 
alchemy of the surroundings, food, 
drink and service combine to create 
something approaching the art of liv- 
ing well. $$$ 


Three Muskateers (10416 - 82 Ave., 
437-4239) Come and try our tradi- 
tional French cuisine at an affordable 
price in a unique setting. Patio now 
open! $$ 


Normands (11639A Jasper Ave., 482- 
2600) Whether you’re craving a wild 
mushroom soup or have an appetite 
for wild game, we can fill your needs. 
It’s a ae fare with an 

$ 





Grub Med Ristorante (17 Fewer 
Dr., 119 St. & 37 Ave.) Edmonton’s 
finest Greek restaurant. $$-5$$ 


It’s all Greek to me (10127-100A St., 
Rice Howard Way, 425-2073) 
Delicious spanakopita with fine Greek 
wines; Beautiful Greek atmosphere. 


Koutouki Taverna (10704-124 St., 


approach to the 


holidays. 


Mmmmmmmm ... 


it wouldn’t be the holidays without a fresh turkey 


or vegetarian Tofurky with all the trimmings 
from the big fresh. Order yours today. 
And don‘t forget our wonderful organic Satsuma 


oranges, mulled apple cider and imported 


chocolates to make your feast complete. 











Jb 


next to Roxy Theatre, 452-5383) The 
most authentic Greek food in 
Edmonton, prepared by the original 
Yianni himself. $$ 


Symposium on Whyte (10439-82 
Ave., 2nd Floor. 433-7912) Innovative 
Greek cuisine in a beautiful open set- 
ting overlooking Whyte Ave. $-$$ 


Sytaki Greek Island Restaurant 
(16313-111 Ave., 484-2473) Visit the 
Greek Islands in Edmonton. $$ 


Yiannis Taverna Restaurant (10444- 
82 Ave., 433-6768) Authentic Greek 
food, belly dancing, and the friendly 
staff create a fun and boisterous 
atmosphere $$ 
g  seesen | 
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O’Byrne’s Irish Pub (10616-Whyte 
Ave. 414-6766) We serve a variety of 
pub food, all hand-made with care 
and pride. From our homemade fish 
‘n’ chips to our near famous Irish 
breakfast. Our menu changes daily, so 
please come in & indulge in the expe- 
rience. $-$$ 

The Druid (11606 Jasper Ave., 454- 
9928) Now serving the traditional 
Irish Carvery Lunch in Edmonton’s 
only superpub. $-$$ 
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Giovanni's Restaurant (101 30-107 
St., 426-2021) Delicious cuisine for a 
song-featuring Giovanni himself when 
he breaks into a heart-stopping aria. 
$$ 


ll Portico (10012-107 St., 424-0707) 
Trendy downtown restaurant with 
fresh imaginative dishes. $$$ 


Italian Kitchen Restaurant (69 Ave., 
178 St., Callingwood Mall, 489-5619) 
Relaxing Italian dining. From pastas 
such as fettuccine alfredo to dishes 
such as steak Diane. $$ 


Italix Ristorante Italiano (512 St. 
Albert Trail, St. Albert, 459-8090) 
Delicious, homemade Italian food $$ 


Pappa’s (4702-118 Ave., 471-5749) A 
fine italian family restaurant. $$ 


Sorrentino’s (10844-95 St., 425- 
0960) In the heart of Little Italy, 
serves delicious authentic Italian fare. 
$$ 


Sorrentino’s Whyte Avenue (1061 2- 
82 Ave., Varscona Hotel, 474-9860) 
Authentic Italian cooking. Tantalizing 
appetizers, pizzas, calzones, pasta, 
sandwiches and entrees. $$ 


The Old Spaghetti Factory (10220- 

103 St., 422-6088) Heaping plates of 
ie ae served with their patented 

thick, tasty sauce. $$ 


That's Aroma (11010-101 St., 425- 
7335) the garlic specialists, offering 
fine Italian cuisine. $$ 


Coolest dea 
beeping season. 


Buy now and get a free $15 


HMV 


com 
e-certificate! 
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the Rising Sun. $$ 

Mikado (10350-109 St., 425-8096) 
The oldest Japanese restaurant in 
Edmonton for a good reason. $ 
Osaka (10511-82 Ave., 944-1388) 
Good affordable sushi and other 
authentic specialities on Whyte Ave. 


The Library Bistro & Bar (11113-87 
Ave., 439-4981) Enjoy our new spicy, 
exotic dishes from Singapore. Go 
downstairs to experience placid 
ambiance in our Lounge. $ 





Julio”’s Barrio (10450-82 Ave., 431- 
0774) Hearty dishes in a trendy 
neighbourhood, perfect for your next 
fiesta. $ 


Senor Frog's (10045-109 St., 429- 
FROG) Good food in a party mood! 
Restaurant Bar & Grill. Innovative 
Mexican cuisine. $ 
PASTRY SHOP | 


Alain Patisserie (9925-82 Ave., 988- 
9312) Quality french breads and pas- 
tries. Also serving sandwiches, quiches 
an specialty coffee. $ 


Funky Pickle (10441-82 Ave., 433- 

FUNK) Vue Weekly golden fork win- 
ners 1999, 2000. Edmonton Journal 
4-star rating, voted best pizza 1996, 


| of the 


5205) World famous pizza since 
1970. Made with fresh ingredients 
and no preservatives. Try our Popeye, 
it’s our speciality. We also offer small 
dishes for individuals. $ 


Planet Pizza (2878 Calagry Trail S. 
413-3337, 13226-118 Ave., 414- 
2888) Gourmet pizza heaped with 
fresh toppings and oozing with 
flavour. You've never had pizza this 
good. South-side location has dine-in. 


$s 
PUBS: 


Elephant & Castle (3 locations: 103 
St. & Whyte Ave.; Eaton Centre-3rd 
Level; West Edmonton Mall near 
Entrance #8) Your comfort spot, with 
a great selection of British favourites— 
appetizers, burgers, salads and of 
course the finest British & Canadian 
beer and single-malt scotch. $ 


Gallery Bar (16615-109 Ave., 
Mayfield Inn & Suites Hotel) 
Comfortable, cozy after-hours enter- 
tainment. ‘60s-’80s music at its very 
best Thur-Sat evenings. $ 


Martini’s Bar & Grill (9910-109 St., 
424-7219) Enjoy our 25+ custom 
martinis, 15+ single-malt scotch col- 
lection, evening steak sandwich spe- 
cials and selection of craft beers all in 
an environment conducive to relax- 
ation! $-$$ 


British, you can’t go wrong with Steak 
‘n’ Kidney Pie or our ultimate halibut 
& chips! Daily specials also offered. $- 
$$ 





La Tapa-Restaurante & Tapa Bar 
(10523-99 Ave., 424-8272) The only 
Tapa bar in Edmonton! Delicious cui- 
sine from Spain in a casual atmos- 
phere. Specializing in Paella and 
Sangria, 24 Tapas available. Great 
menu. The only place to go for a 
taste of Spain. 


Yeoman’s (10030-107 St., 423-1511) 
the beefeaters steakhouse. $$-$$$ 


Hy’s (10013-101A Ave., 424-444) 
Great steaks in a great atmosphere. 
$$-$55 


BanThai (15726-100 Ave., 444-9345) 
Great Thai menu. $$ 


Bua Thai Restaurant (10049-113 St., 
482-2277) Thailand’s distinct authen- 
tic cuisine of the new stylish restau- 
rant in downtown Edmonton. $$$ 


The King and | (8208-107 St., 433- 
2222) The King is back! Amazing 
selection of dishes-spicy and flavour- 
ful. Good enough for the Rolling 
Stones. $$$ 


What a great beeping deal! Stay in touch anywhere you go this holiday season. Right now get your choice 
of one of six numeric pagers with your first six months of service for only $99.95*. Plus with any pager 
purchased you get a $15 HMV.com e-certificate, and automatic entry into the Merry Mobility Sweepstakes** 


Service includes Personal Greeting, Voice Mail and unlimited messaging. You can't beep that! To find your 
nearest TELUS Mobilty™ dealer call 1-800-668-8338. 


oe TeLus™ 
Mobility 


Shop : on-line at www.telusmobility.com 
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As Others Are Asking For 
on Year’s Eve, You Can Celebrate 
All Weekend Long! 


New Year's Weekend at The E&C on Whyte! 
Satay December 30 
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By DAVID DiCENZO 
ano JOHN TURNER 


This week, Vue press box fixtures John 
and Dave talk about the crappy loss to 
L.A., the new young ‘uns on the roster 
and how the West will be won: Oh, and 
also how Playdium can be really damn 
frustrating. 


Dave: Where to begin. | guess we 
should “break down” the home 4-2 
loss to the Kings for starters, JT. The 
word after that game was that the Oil 
let it all slip away in the second, with a 
combination of bad passes, bad deci- 
sions and hell, all-around bad play. 
John: They just weren’t clicking. 
We witnessed a number of blown 
opportunities like missed empty nets 
or fanning on the puck altogether. It 
just wasn’t a good night for the Oil. 
Dave: It’s tough to draw a positive 
from that game, but I’m an optimistic 
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guy (occasionally), so I'll give it a shot. 
In the dressing room afterwards, a few 
media dudes noted that a lot of heads 
were hanging, as if to imply. the guys 
knew they had screwed up. In past 
years, | guess some of the now-depart- 
ed players didn’t really give a shit about 
losses and would be chuckling after the 
game regardless of what end of the 
score they were on. 

John: Attitude is everything and if 
losing doesn’t bother you then you've 
got problems. | think you're correct, 
Dave, in thinking that seeing these 
guys down after a loss like that is a 
positive. Expect to see them bounce 
back Wednesday against the much- 
hated Dallas Stars. 

Dave: And you think it would be 
easy to score against the freewheeling 
Kings, but let me impart some wisdom 
here. | was at Playdium on Sunday night 
and though | roofed the odd shot past 
the two-dimensional goalie in the big 


hockey game they have there, the inani- 
mate bastard sure did stop his share. | 
imagine a live guy like Jamie Storr of L.A. 
is even tougher to beat, eh? 

John: Not to mention the fact that 
at Playdium you're not worried about 
getting your head knocked off if 
you're too preoccupied with staring at 
the puck you’re about to shoot. No 
question when you're playing the 
game at NHL speed there's very little 
time for second-guessing. 

Dave: No question? Nice Smytty 
imitation, What did you think of the 
new Horcoff? Shawn looked great in 
the 4-0 Nashville win—a quick assist 
and responsible defence, which is right 
up Mac-T’s alley. 

John: Horcoff nad a great game 
against Nashville, but | hardly noticed 
him in the Los Angeles game. It may 
have something to do with the fact 
that the whole team sucked. 

Dave: Fair enough. | mentioned 
something about lessons, and the Oil 
better learn quick—from December 1 
to January 31, the boys have 28 
games on the sked, and 25 of them 
are against their Western Conference 
foes. It may still seem early to some, 
but the coming weeks are gonna 
make or break this team. @ 


At Wholesale Sports, we carry a 
large selection of High Quality optics 
tB Binoculars & Spotting Scopes) 
featuring Ziess, Swarowski, 
Lieca and Pentax as well as 
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International skiers 
adore Louise—and 
you probably will, 
too 


ou’re at the top of Mount 

Whitehorn overlooking the 

Great Divide and the majes- 
tic Chateau Lake Louise, both sur- 
rounded by massive mountains, and 
it’s just starting to sink in. This, you 
realize, is why their slogan is “Big 
and Beautiful Beyond Belief.” Not 
only is the view spectacular, but 
tight below you are 4,200 acres of 
incredible runs with a wide variety 
of terrain allowing access for ali 
skiers and boarders to four moun- 
tain faces—so much terrain that you 
could ski or board all day and never 
hit the same run twice. 

Louise is regularly ranked among 
the top half-dozen resorts in North 
America by various ski magazines 
and once again they’ve hauled in 
five gold medals this year for 
scenery, terrain, value, dining and 
challenge. These rankings even 
come from an American magazine, 
so you know they’ve earned it—U.S. 
mags are usually loath to honour 
any resorts outside their borders. 
But when you see Lake Louise first- 
hand, there’s no denying it belongs 
among the elite. 

When Edmontonians think of 
prestigious ski resorts, Louise tends 
to be ignored in favour of marquee 
names like Whistler, 

Vail and Val Desere. 

But if you poll for- 

eign skiers about 

the slopes of Lake 

Louise you’d be surprised by their 
warm reactions. Many participants 
in the recent men’s and ladies 
World Cup ski races, for instance, 
were taken aback by the shear beau- 
ty of the resort—not to mention the 
fact that it remains quite uncom- 
mercialized, with no mega-hotels 
and condos streaming along the 
base. British skiers voted the 
Banff/Lake, Louise area as number 
one in the world. Interest piqued? 
Well, if you haven’t been to Louise 
recently, here’s a full rundown on 
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Lodge of the Ten Peaks at Lake Louise 


what you can expect. 
Peaks and pastries 


There are lodges on the front, in the 
back and halfway up the hill. The 
Lodge of the Ten Peaks at the base is 
fabulous. It’s a 24,000- 
square-foot log 

building with all 

the accouterments. 

Even a good, cheap 

breakfast can now be enjoyed on the 
hill: a buffet is served every morning 
for $4.95. There are many other 
great eateries in the lodge offering a 
view of the slopes while you're rest- 
ing those weary bones. Just a few 
feet up the slope from the lodge is 
Beavertails. This is a great shack 
which serves a variety of those flat 
pastries. (I personally love the cinna- 
mon and sugar-coated ones.) Sur- 
rounded by a deck with plenty of 
picnic tables, it’s a great meeting 
place, as a lot of hill traffic funnels 
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Lake Louise: Divide and conquer 


past here. In the spring it’s definitely 
one of the hot spots for beer, barbe- 
cue and basking in the sun. 

Once you start skiing, you have a 
choice of two quads (Glacier and 
Friendly Giant) running parallel up 
the front face. At the unloading area 
you scoot right over to the Top of 
the World Quad and in no time 
you’re on Eagle Ridge. From here 
you have two choices: ski the front 
or ski the back. In the back there are 
two high-speed quads and a triple, 
which whisk you up above tree-lined 
runs or powder bowls. Larch Run is 
serviced by a new high-speed quad, 
and Zeke and I are always eager to 
spend a few hours here just getting 
into the groove (fast and smooth). It 
feeds directly to the Temple Lodge, 
which has all the amenities and a 
cozy atmosphere to boot. 

On the front you can try the 
Ladies Downhill and get a bit of the 
ski race feeling, Meadowlark is a 
great cruiser, while boarders can 


Goes 


find a park at the base of the Sum- 
mit Platter. The Platter reaches up to 
the highest point at Lake Louise, 
almost 3,000 feet above the base 
lodge. From here you can reach 
another set of expert and extreme 
runs like Shoulder Roll and White- 
horn. Experienced boarders can find 
big hits on North Cornice. 


Me and my Chateau 


Accommodations can be found in 
either Lake Louise or 60 kilometres 
away in Banff; there’s enough of a 
variety to fit any budget. At the 
top end is the majestic Chateau 
Lake Louise, which offers afford- 
able ski-and-stay packages, espe- 
cially in January. The chateau is a 
magnificent property with shop- 
ping, a health club, numerous 
restaurants and a nightclub. 
There’s skating on the lake with an 
incredible view of the glacier. For a 
less pricy alternative, try the West 








Louise Lodge only 15 minutes 
away. It’s not as spiffy as most, but 
it’s got everything you need for a 
great ski holiday and it’s quite 
cheap. (Meals are included with 
the price of the room.) With four 
staying in a room, $350 to $400 
each will set you up for a week of 
skiing, including daily breakfast 
and dinner. 

Only one problem exists at Lake 
Louise right now: snow conditions 
aren’t perfect yet and not all lifts or 
terrain are currently open. Give 
them a call or check our snow 
report weekly to keep up to date on 
conditions. 

So if you’re up for a real ski 
challenge, wait a week for some 
more snow, take the drive to Lake 
Louise and find out why the world’s 
abuzz. O 


Loke Louise 
Reservations; 1-800-258-7669 
www.skilouise.com 
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2001 OUTBACK 


Luxurious executive equipped, heated mirrors, heated seats, roof rack and fog lamps. 
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Just enter your name, age’& Geers. enone humber 
; by mail, to. Suite 307, 10080 espe Aven, 
i by fax to (780) 42 -288 


The EDMONTON SUN 
MAGICBUS TO MARMOT 
is the worry-free altemative 


to a long days drive to Jasper. — 
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The Edmonton Sun MagicBus to Marmot departs from 
The Ramada lnnon Kingsway each Friday, Sanurday, and 
Sunday at 5:30 am, returning the same day at 9:00 pru We 
do the driving. You enioy a full day's skiing at Jasper’s 
Marmwx Basin anda leisurely rip back. 
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Slip sliding away 


The other day, | was watching a trailer 
for the movie Vertical Limit, which 
contains a scene in which a climber 
slides down the mountain while his 
partner yells, “Use your ice pick!” It 
got me thinking: what is the right 
thing to do if you’re starting a down- 
hill slide? | saw a man die at Mount 
Norquay many years ago. He was 
wearing one of those really shiny ski 
suits. After just a few turns from the 
top of black diamond Lone Pine, he 
slid and crashed all the way down sev- 
eral hundred metres. So much for the 
fancy Japanese ski suits of the ‘80s. 
New fabrics are nowhere near as slip- 
pery. | see more and more intermedi- 
ate skiers going into double black 
diamond steeps all the time and suf- 
fering an obviously higher number of 
falls. So what can you do to help stop 
the dangerous downhill plunge? 

Most times you wind up toppling 
headfirst down the slope. Get your 
arms out wide in front of you. Now 
you need to get your skis underneath 
you. Do it now! Don’t wait for your 
belly slide to pick up speed. Dig your 
hands into the snow as hard as you 
can. This may be difficult to pull off if 
the steep is hard and smooth, but 
that’s when digging in becomes even 
more important—the harder the 
snow, the faster you will slide. 

Once you start to get your body 
across the hill, get on to your back 


with your skis in the air and flip 
them underneath you. Keep your 
skis across the hill and increase 
your edging until you start to 
slow down. If you have released 
from your skis, most of the rou- 
tine is the same. Get your boots 
downhill and try to dig in. It 
might save your bacon. Falling 
on a steep slope is inevitable 
sooner or later and you need to 
react quickly and stop your body 
from picking up speed. Use your 
arms and legs to put yourself in a 
safe position perched along the 
side of a steep slope rather than 
a broken, crumpled hump at the 
bottom. 


Boarder patrol 


With the growing interest in 
snowboarding, some of you out 
there may have friends who want 
to get into the groove for the first 
time. Obviously, taking a lesson is the 
best thing to do, but with our shrink- 
ing dollar, we often have to toe our 
own line instead. 

Luckily, learning how to snow- 
board isn’t too hard. With the right 
know-how, you can teach even your 
most oddball cousin how to ride. The 
important thing is confidence in your- 
self. Know how to ride forward, back- 
ward and every which way your pupil 
could go. You’re in control of the les- 
son, and you should do your best to 
make learning as fun, easy and pain- 
less as possible. Try not to overwhelm 
yourself with people—in fact, try not 
to go with the whole family if it’s at all 
possible. People don’t learn as much 
when they're in a big group, so keep 
it mellow. 

Once you're out on the slope, set 
your pupil a goal. Show him the 
basics in the flats of the mountain in 
order to assess their ability. It might 





be a good idea to throw your board 
aside so you are more mobile and 
can respond to his needs more quick- 
ly. Remember, some students will 
pick the lessons up more easily than 
others. For some folks, you may just 
want them to make it down the 
bunny slope by the end of the day. 
For others, the goal may be linking a 
string of turns together down a gen- 
tle slope. Everyone learns at a differ- 
ent pace. 

As far as equipment is concerned, 
try to give the pupil a board that fits 
or is even a little bit big. A bigger 
board is more forgiving and won’t be 
as squirrelly. The boots should be 
soft—probably not step-ins, either. 
Clothes, padding and protection are 
the key. Stay warm and dry—it keeps 
everyone happy. 

Snowboarding’s fun, and it makes 
people feel good. It’s worth sharing. 
Do a good turn and teach somebody 
to ride. O 
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Sunridge - 
Rabbit Hill - 
Snow Valley - 





Lake Louise - 
Wintergreen - 
Sunshine - 
Fortress - 
Marmot/Jasper - 
Mt. Norquay - 
Nakiska - 

Castle Mountain - 
Pass Powder Keg - 


Kootenays - 
Fernie - 
Kimberley - 
Panorama - 
Kicking Horse Mt - 
Fairmont - 

Red Mtn. - 
Whitewater - 
Powder Springs - 
Silver Star - 

Big White - 
Apex - 

Sun Peaks - 


Big Mountain - 
Big Sky - 

Mt. Spokane - 
Silver Mt. - 
Lookout Pass - 


Schweitzer - 
49 North - 
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55cm base, 4cm of new snow, 10 of 11 runs open 
60cm base, excellent on open runs 
55cm base, 3cm of new snow, excellent conditions 





50cm base, 10cm of new snow in the past 4 days 
35cm base, 25cm of new snow in the past 11 days 
54cm base, 7cm of new snow in the last 3 days 
Opening TBA 

Opening TBA 

60cm base, Scm of new snow in the last 7 days 
75cm base, Ocm of new snow 

Opening TBA 

Dec. TBA 





Opening Dec. 15 

Opening Dec. 15 

Opening Dec. 15 

14cm of new snow, 6 of 10 lifts open 

Opening TBA 

Opening Dec, 22 

Opening Dec 16 

Opening Dec. 16 

Opening Dec. 15 

81cm base, Ocm of new snow 

70cm base, 20cm of new snow in the past 4 days 
50cm base, Ocm of new snow 

60cm base,14cm of new snow in the last 3 days 


43cm base, 0 cm of new snow 

42 inches base, 0 inches of new snow, 12 lifts with 14 runs 
30 inches base, 0 inches of new snow 

26 inches base, 0 inches of new snow 

45 inches base, 1 inche of new snow 

35 inches base, 0 inches of new snow 

20 inches base, 1 inche of new snow 
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SnowZone Contest 
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Pow and forever 


Powder King hasn't 
lost its quaint, 
back-country 
appeal 

By ZEKE THE S 


any moons ago, we used 
to travel way up north to 
a very remote little ski vil- 


lage called Azu. There was one T- 
bar right on the side of the 
highway and a quaint little lodge. 
Why go there? Simple: no people 
and fons of snow. 

Since then, Azu has expanded 
to a full-sized ski area, but it still 
has plenty of back-country charm. 
The last time I was at Powder King 
they piled a bunch of logs outside 
the chalet and lit a big bonfire. As 
the flames rose higher, 
the surrounding 
snow began to 
melt and down 
and down it went 
into the ground. After a 
couple of hours there was a huge 
pit that looked like the center of a 
volcano. Everyone had his own 
supply of refreshments and some 
guy pulled up his four-wheeler 
with a kickass stereo and starting 
blasting the Talking Heads. 

That evening was when I fully 
understood how much bloody snow 
accumulates at this resort. (Hence 
the name.) Nestled in the pristine 
wilderness of the Canadian Rockies, 
Powder King offers the best of the 
great outdoors, from virgin snow 
and breathtaking drops to the gentle 
groomed slopes of beginner runs. 
Powder King is located in the centre 
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By ZEKE THE SKI FREAK 


Smoke the pipe 


The snowmakers at Rabbit Hill are 
working night and day pumping out 
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of the Pine Pass in northern British 
Columbia. It’s odd that they call it a 
Pass, since it’s only a few feet above 
sea level. But it’s that unique geogra- 
phy that delivers so much of the 
white stuff—the average snowfall is 
over 40 feet. 


I'm just Powdering 
my pros 


Quite a few freestyle teams train at 
the Pow. It’s a very hospitable area 
to train at, and they give the teams 
plenty of room. The cost is excel- 
lent, too. Teams can train much 
more cheaply there than, let’s say, 
the “major mountain towns.” Here 
are the stats: the vertical rise is 640 
metres (2100 feet); the elevation to 
the summit is 1,829 metres (5,500 
feet); they have 597 skiable 
hectares; terrain is 33 per cent 
beginner, 37 per cent 
intermediate and 30 
per cent advanced. 
It’s not a tiny 
area, as you may 
have heard: they have 24 
runs, One triple chair, two surface 
lifts, 60-room overnight accommo- 
dations, two restaurants, a lounge, a 
ski shop and a repair shop. The ski 
shop has been upgraded and now 
contains state-of-the-art equipment 
such as fat boys, shaped skis and 
snowboards with the latest step-in 
bindings. In the spring they hold 
their own slush cup that I’ve heard 
can get pretty wild (and wet). 
Granted, it’s a bit of a haul to 
drive there from Edmonton. You 
head north to Dawson Creek, then 
drive another 200 kilometres to 
the mountain. (The only way I’ve 
travelled there the last few times is 
tons of snow, forming a huge 
mound that looks like a giant 
sausage. This massive snow tube of 
mystery will soon be ready for the 
groomers to begin their magic, as 
they cut, plow and then shape the 
Rabbit's Pipe—Edmonton’s only half- 
pipe, which will be finished by a 
$65,000 attachment on the back of 
the already expensive groomers 
owned by Rabbit. The “Pipe 
Grinder” (the only one of its kind in 
northern Alberta) will cut a halfpipe 
that should wind up being more 
than 20 feet wide and 150 feet long. 
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by charter bus. You can contact 
any of the reputable tour groups 
in town and inquire about 
details.) Lift tickets are $33 for 
adult and $23 for youths—kids 
under six ski free. Another nice 


(it takes as much snow to form this 
beast as it does to cover two entire 
ski slopes.) They had hoped to have 
it ready for the 14th, but it looks like 
the completion date will be closer to 
the 18th. Phone the hill at 955-2440 
and they will let you know if you 
can get out, get phat and get air. 


Life begins at 50 


Three men from Edmonton—Geoff 
Gericke, Colin Schmidt and Trevor 
Mallett—are leaving the comfort of 
home to ski and raise awareness 
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feature are the inexpensive 
overnight accommodations. They 
are not the most luxurious hotel 
rooms, but somehow that only 
adds to the charm of the hill. A 
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adults per room, will cost you $87; 
the price is $190 for four days and 
three nights. (Those prices include 
your lift tickets.) Powder King can 
be contacted at their mountain 
office at (250) 964-0643. © 





about cancer and raise money for 
cancer research. (The mission is a 
personal one: each of them has had 
a family member or a friend whose 
life has been touched by cancer.) 
The trio will begin their journey in 
Jasper on January 6 and will travel 
through Alberta, British Columbia, 
Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, Col- 
orado and New Mexico as part of an 
attempt to become the first people 
to ski 50 different areas in 50 con- 
secutive days. They will donate 100 
per cent of the funds raised to the 
cancer societies in the areas they 
visit. The trip ends in Taos, New 
Mexico on February 24. 

The group hopes to raise 
$100,000 with the stunt and Mallett 
says plans are going along well. They 
had planned to make the trip last 
year, but a knee injury forced them to 
postpone it. “The planning aspect of 
the trip has been extremely difficult,” 
Mallett says. “We had to find all of our 
sponsors and contact all of the hills.” 
The logistics of the trip were made 
even more difficult by the fact that 
every cancer board is localized, so the 
money raised will stay in the province 
or state it was donated in. This meant 


two-day, one-night stay for two 


persuading a lot of people to come on 
board. The Mallett is attempting to 
get a satellite phone so he can post 
progress reports on their website 
(www.50mtns5O0days.com) on a daily 
basis. Good luck, boys! 


Extremely glad to 
meet you 


The Extremely Canadian Lodge that 
just opened in Whistler is quite an 
idea. This group of some of the best 
skiers and instructors in the world will 
take you up to the areas you may 
have previously been too fearful to 
explore. They will also take you to ski 
areas around the world all year long. 
Extremely Canadian Lodge and 
Extremely Canadian Freeskiing Clinics 
host skiers who want to take their ski- 
ing to the next level. Instructors 
Wendy Brookbank, Shaun “Smiley” 
Nesbitt, Chris Winter and a host of 
other Whistler pros promise to show 
you the goods on Whistler and Black- 
comb, with summers in South Ameri- 
ca, winter trips to France and just 
about anything else a rich spoiled brat 
would want to do thrown into the 
bargain. © 
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Missoula loves 


company 


Explore the little- 
known ski areas of 
the Montana Snow 
Bowl 


ocated just south of the border 

in the Excited States of America 

are several medium-sized ski 
areas you most likely have never 
heard of but which are nevertheless 
well worth checking out. Here are 
brief descriptions of three especially 
notable ones. 

Montana Snow Bowl: | never 
cease to be amazed at how many ski 
areas I haven't been to, or even 
know anything about. One such 
mystery area (for me, anyway) is the 
Montana Snow Bowl, located just 20 
minutes out of Missoula. (Head 
straight south from Cranbrook and 
through Kalispell and there’s Mis- 
soula.) This is no small ski area, 
either. They have over 500 acres 
devoted to tree skiing alone. With 
the resort spread out over three 
mountains and a vertical of 2,600 
feet, you can ski new runs for days 
at a time. That’s all well and good, 
you say, but what about the snow? 
Well, how does over 300 inches of 
snow annually grab you? The area 
boasts 950 skiable acres with a sad- 
dle connecting the two main peaks. 
Two high-capacity lifts coupled with 
low skier numbers means no lift 
lines on most days. 

Now, if you decide to head down 
Missoula way, then why not also 
try. 





Marshall Mountain: Originally 
opened in 1937, Marshall Moun- 
tain is a quaint getaway also locat- 
ed just outside Missoula. It covers 
480 acres of terrain and has a verti- 
cal drop of 1,500 feet. The longest 
tun is 2.5 miles and they get an 
average annual snowfall of 150 
inches. The terrain is split into 22 
tuns: 15 per cent beginner, 65 per 
cent intermediate and 20 per cent 
advanced. If you’ve seen any of the 
extreme TV shows, you may have 
caught their completely radical 
Montana Professional Snowmobile 
Hill Climb. Not a lot of these mani- 
acs make it to the top, and many of 
the sleds tumble to the bottom, 
leaving a trail of parts in their 
wake. This season's edition is 
March 24 and 25; attend and you 
can watch professionals from all 
over the country battle against 
each other up the steep course. 

And say—after visiting the Mar- 
shall, why not head over to.... 

Discovery Basin: This ski area is 
located 95 miles southeast of Mis- 
soula and 45 miles northwest of 
Butte. Discovery Basin is known for 


its light powder, inexpensive prices, 
uncrowded slopes, delicious food 
and friendly atmosphere. The ter- 
tain ranges from gentle beginner 
slopes to extreme skiing on the back 
side. And I do mean extreme. (More 
on that later.) 

There are 380 acres of skiable 
terrain equally divided between 
beginner, intermediate, advanced 
and expert slopes. This little hidden 
gem has a vertical drop of 1,400 
feet with 38 cut trails. Don’t take 
this terrain lightly, though—they 
have some kickass steeps. There is a 
sign and a warning on the big trail 
map at the bottom that reads 
“CAUTION! The extreme terrain 
served by this lift is very steep, 
unpredictable and ungroomed. 
There are many obstacles, rocks, 
cliffs, old fallen trees and snags” 
before adding “You must know how 
to self arrest!” (Check out this 
week's ski tip, by the way, to learn 
how to do precisely that.) 

It would be a mistake to judge 
this resort by its vertical statistics 
alone. Discovery Basin feels bigger, 
steeper, longer and better laid out 
than its stats indicate. In fact, about 
one-third of the mountain caters to 
experts. 

Named after a mining strike in 
the high bowls that rise above the 
resort and financed by a group of 
Washington doctors, Discovery 
Basin opened in 1973. When the 
local copper smelter went belly-up 
in 1981, so did the local economy 
and the ski area was put up for auc- 
tion. In 1984 it was purchased by 
Peter Pincer, an entrepreneur from 
New Mexico, who fixed it up to a 
reasonable state. Since then, the 
area has become a nice local success 
story. They sold fewer than 20,000 
lift tickets in 1985, but after a series 
of expansions and upgrades in 1986, 
and the addition in 1991 of a couple 
of hundred acres, they raised the 
price of their lift tickets to a whop- 
ping $22. 

These three areas are a great get- 
away from the crowded and high- 
priced resorts nearby, like Sun Valley. 
In some areas it’s a little like going 
back in time. But it’s worth it. O 
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After your big 
appearance on 
Help TV* 
what's next 
Josh? 


Sherwood Park 
464-4423 
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Whistler World Cup wows weekenders 


Jasey Jay Anderson 
is Canada’s lone 








Civetcea how things have 
gone for the FIS World Cup so 
far, things went pretty 
smoothly in Whistler last weekend. 
The Nokia Snowboard FIS World 
Cup ran from Friday, December 8 to 
Monday, December 9 
and the biggest 
tragedy was the 
fact that only one 
Canadian nabbed a 
top-three finish. An earlier World 
Cup competition was moved from 
Sweden to Austria due to unseason- 
ably warm weather and another, in 
Kaprun, Austria, was cancelled after 
the devastating cable-car tragedy 
that killed 155 people—so organiz- 
ers undoubtedly breathed a sigh of 
relief when this one drew to an inci- 
dent-free conclusion. 
Racer and BX competitor Jasey 
Jay Anderson was equally relieved. It 
wasn’t easy being the lone Canuck 
to make it into the top three, but he 
did it—not only in the Giant Slalom 
but the Snowboard Cross as well. 
" (And if you're wondering why the 
dorky term “snowboard cross” is 
being used, remember that the 
much less cumbersome “boarder- 
cross” is a licensed trademark of 
Peak Sports Inc. and gets applied 
only to events they’re associated 
with—for example, the Kokanee 
Nationals.) Like most hills across 
western Canada, the snow has been 





snowboarding 





less than stellar, but for race types, it 
was just dandy. “The hill was awe- 
some,” Anderson said in Whistler 
on Monday. “It was actually really 
good for alpine—it was as good as it 
gets for myself.” 

The racecourse itself was a 
killer, though, designed for maxi- 
mum difficulty. “The second course 
was a real doozy, a real worker,” 
said Anderson. “The last five gates 
were set at a real steep pitch so the 
last couple really caught up with 
you.” They were tricky enough, 
says Anderson, to 
knock the top three 
out of the run- 
ning. Anderson 
opted to play things a 
tad conservatively—a smart move, 
as it would turn out. “My second 
run was very mediocre but I knew I 
had to stick that bottom pitch to 
do well,” said Anderson. “And I 
kind of knew the top guys wouldn’t 
do it for some reason.” 





Leaky Fawcett 


The same run also caught up with 
Mark Fawcett, the Canadian who, 
but for want of some reliable gear, 
would have taken a lot of attention 
away from Ross Rebagliatti at the 
‘98 Olympics. Fawcett smoked the 
first run but did poorly in the sec- 
ond, ending up with sixth (GS) 
overall. Oh well, said Anderson. “It’s 
good to know that we're not riding 
that well, but we’re still getting the 
results.” 

The alpine guys weren’t the only 
ones getting results. A respectable 
number of Canadians still eked their 
way into the top 10, most notably 


Maelle Ricker, who claimed fifth in 
the women’s halfpipe and eighth in 
the snowboard cross. It was a bit of 
a drop for Ricker, who won the 
‘cross in '98 and '99. Calgarian 
James Beach, furthering his rep as a 
kid to keep your eye on in the 
future, took 13th in the pipe. He 
should be stoked, seeing as he’s not 
on the national team (yet), but beat 
everyone who is. 

And getting on the national 





team is what FIS contests are ulti- 
mately about, seeing as only the FIS 
awards the points necessary to get 
into the 2002 Salt Lake City 
Olympics. Of course, a huge whack 
of prize money is always welcome 
too, and this event offered the 
largest single-stop prize purse on the 
North American tour: $120,000. 
Next week will see most of these 
competitors in Mt. St. Anne, Que- 
bec, where they'll try to repeat the 
whole thing—or not, depending on 
how they placed in Whistler. 

Here’s a rundown of the top 
three finishers in the various events, 
as well as the top-placing Canadi- 





1. Magnus Sterner (SWE) 
2. Daisuke Murakami (JPN) 
3. Takaharu Nakai (JPN) 

7. David Melancon (CAN) 






1. Stine Kjeldaas (NOR) 
2. Michlyo Hashimoto (JPN) 
3. Nagako Mori (JPN) 











Te Pontus Stahkloo (SWE) 


2. Jasey Jay Anderson (CAN) 
3. Sven Unger (GER) 
7. Jeff Ihaksi (CAN) 





1. Sandra Farmand (GER) 
2. Ursula Fingerlos (AUT) 
3. Marlo Laissus (FRA) 

8. Maelle Ricker (CAN) 





1. Dieter Krassnig (AUT) 
2. Jasey Jay Anderson (CAN) 
3. Richard Rikardsson (SWE) 
6. Mark Fawcett (CAN) 





1. Karine Ruby (FRA) 

2. Margherita Parini (ITA) 
3. Rosey Fletcher (USA) 
21. Melissa Barclay (CAN) 






~ E-mail Rick Overwater at 
overwatj@cadvision.com. 
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The Bell curve 


Carey Bell + Capitol Hill Pub 
(14203 Stony Plain Road) * Thu- 
Sat, Dec 14-16 It’s the quintessential 
blues legend: Southern kid moves to 
big-city Chicago, learns to play the 
blues and becomes a legend, a defin- 
ing player in the Chicago blues style. 
But people outside of the blues 
haven't heard of him, and he quickly 
finds himself overshadowed by other 
legends like Junior Wells. But none of 
that has stopped harmonica legend 
Carey Bell from working—after almost 
half a century in the business, he’s still 
putting out records with Chicago's 
Alligator Records and touring. 

A veteran of both Muddy Waters’s 
and Willie Dixon’s bands, Carey Bell is 
considered to be one of the few active 
players who didn’t learn his craft by 
listening to old records. Born in 
Macon, Mississippi in 1936, he taught 
himself how to play the harmonica at 
the age of eight. (He originally want- 
ed a saxophone but economic times 
dictated something cheaper.) When 
he moved to Chicago in 1956, he 
started taking lessons from masters 
like Little Walter Jacobs, Big Walter 
Horton and Sonny Boy Williamson. 
“Little Walter, he showed me a lot of 
things,” says Bell. “But Big Walter, he 
was crazy. He did all kinds of work 
other harp players couldn’t do. | liked 
that big tone he had. Didn’t nobody 
else have that.” 


Pretty soon, Bell had created his 
own sound, his signature “chopped” 
harmonica phrasing and deep blues 
vocal style. He also taught himself 
bass (learning the ropes from Hound 
Dog Taylor) and has played both of 
his instruments at live shows and on 
records for such artists as Muddy 
Waters, Willie Dixon, John Lee Hooker, 
Earl Hooker and Jimmy Dawkins. 

His latest release on Alligator 
Records, Good Luck Man, got him 
the kind of recognition he 
deserves: it won him W.C. Handy 
Awards for Album of the Year and 
Artist of the Year. 


The spitfire band 


Texas Blood Money « The Rev 
Cabaret ° Sat, Dec 16 Heavy rock 
lovers rejoice! This weekend is a hap- 
pening place for Edmonton lovers of 
that hard rock/heavy metal genre. 
First there’s Metal Fest, which takes 
place over the next couple of week- 
ends, but that’s covered later on in 
this column. Next, at the Rev Cabaret 
on Saturday, you've got three strong 
bands making a pitch for the Food 
Bank. (If you bring an item or items 
for the Food Bank, you'll get a buck 
off the cover charge.) Opening up the 
show will be Amadan and Mammoth 
(fresh off the release of their first full- 
length CD) and headlining will be 
Texas Blood Money. 

Keep your head down, because 
the boys in Texas Blood Money like to 
spaz out onstage (hey, who doesn’t 
like a good onstage spaz?) and gui- 
tarist Rob MacDonald actually spits 
fire, d la Gene Simmons. 

Texas Blood Money plans to hit 
the year 2001 the same way they hit 
the stage: hard. After recording a four- 
song demo at Homestead Recording, 
they're heading back into the studio 
come the new year to record a full- 


length disc with an expected delivery 
date this summer. Following that, 
they'll be hitting the road for a cross- 
Canada tour. 

So if you can’t get your head-ban- 
gin’ metal fix this weekend, then you 
haven't been paying attention. 


Must be Santa 


Mike McDonald’s Santas Anony- 
mous Jam ¢ Rose Bowl (10111 - 
117 St) * Sun, Dec 18 Eight years 
ago, local music icon Mike McDonald 
was looking for a charity to help peo- 
ple out and, in return, promote his 
career. “That was my visceral personal 
reason,” he says. “It seemed to be a 
good idea, to associate myself with a 
good cause. But looking at what cause 
to work for, | found most of them silly 
and shady. But Santas Anonymous 
seemed simple. People are hurting 
and we help them out for one day. It’s 
not even trying to save them; it’s just 
a gesture. It’s plain, it’s simple, it’s 
human and it doesn’t have anything 
to do with politics. That’s why it 
appeals to me.” 

McDonald's idea was so successful 
that it’s now eight years old. This year, 
the jam will feature Uberhack, Jen 
Kraatz, Agent Bumbo, The Violet 
Archers, Year of the Panda, Painting 
Daisies, Ben Sures Trio, Jim Henry, 
Lester Quitzau and Grrr! The event 
will be hosted by Winston Herbert and 
Graham Neil. 

McDonald says every year they try 
to top the previous year’s donations, 
but admits last year’s tally of $1,200 
will be difficult to beat. One option 
was to move the Santas Anonymous 
Jam to a larger space, but McDonald 
nixed the idea. “! don’t think it would 
work anywhere else,” he says. 
“There's something about the space 
EAE ARES 

SEE NEXT PAGE 


join television's 
very entertaining trio 


very edmonton 


.. whose playing where and when this week 


Dec. 14—Paul Bromley at Bagel 
Tree Café * Carey Bell at Capital 
Hill Pub * The Stone Merchants 
at Druid * Stephanie Suchy at 
Four Rooms Restaurant * Todd 
Reynolds at Lion’s Head Pub * 
Ken McDoy at Longriders 
Saloon ¢ Gordie Johnson and 
Kelly Hoppe at Myer Horowitz 
Theatre * Chris Smith and the 
Almost Leather Band, Aaron 
Booth at New City Likwid 
Lounge ® Bill Jackson at Sher- 
lock Holmes Capilano * Tim 
Becker at Sherlock Holmes 
Downtown ¢ Party Hog at Sher- 
lock Holmes on Whyte * Tony 
Dizon at Sherlock Holmes WEM 
* The New Meanies, Sleave, 
Tim Mech’s Peep Show at Side- 
track Café * Vedanta, Las Vegas 
Crypt Keepers, Sonica at Urban 
Lounge 


Friday 


Dec, 15—Carey Bell at Capital 
Hill Pub « All the Rage in Dallas 
at Casino Edmonton ¢ Mr. 
Lucky at Dusters Pub * Mr. 
Potato Head at Ecco Neigh- 
bourhood Pub ¢ Mr. Potato 
Head at Ecco Neighbourhood 
Pub * Dale Ladouceur, Eddie 
Patterson at Expressionz Café ¢ 
Skully and the Hypocrites, 
Braggin’ Rights at Fox and 
Hounds * McCuaig at Highrun 
Club * Mustard Smile at King’s 


Knight Pub * Todd Reynolds at 
Lion’s Head Pub * Ken McDoy 
at Longriders Saloon * America 
Rosa at Mezza Luna ¢ Ron Ped- 
erson at Nicholby’s * Sugar- 
bush at Power Rock Lounge * 
Shannon Fayth at R&B Club * 
Chunk, King Ring Nancy, Sep- 
timus, Sun of Man, Indian 
Police at Reola’s Campus Pub 
Bill Jackson at Sherlock Holmes 
Capilano ¢ Tim Becker at Sher- 
lock Holmes Downtown ¢ Party 
Hog at Sherlock Holmes on 
Whyte * Tony Dizon at Sherlock 
Holmes WEM ° The Joes at Side- 
track Café * Joel Kroeker, Ben 
Sures at Sugarbow! Café (Uni- 
versity) * Paul Bellows at 
Timm’s Grill * King Muskafa at 
Urban Lounge * New Cat Yel- 
low at Yesterdays Restaurant * 
Dianne Donovan Trio at 
Zenari’s on Ist 


Saturday 


Dec. 16—Scona Brae at Atlantic 
Tap and Grill * Mike McDonald 
at Black Dog * Carey Bell at 
Capital Hill Pub « All the Rage 
in Dallas at Casino Edmonton * 
Brett Miles Trio at Four Rooms 
Restaurant ¢ Idle Mind, Kybosh, 
Mithril at Fox and Hounds 
McCuaig at Highrun Club « 
Don Reimer at Indigo Books ¢ 
Maureane O'Shaughnessy at 
Iron Bridge * Hoffman and 
Brown at |.D.’s Polar Pub * 

Keep Six Band at J.).’s Pub * 
Mustard Smile at King’s Knight 


Pub © Todd Reynolds at Lion’s 
Head Pub * Ken McDoy at Lon- 
griders Saloon ¢ America Rosa 
at Mezza Luna ¢ Indifferent, 
Endsville at New City Likwid 
Lounge * Sugarbush at Power 
Rock Lounge * Shannon Fayth 
at R&B Club ¢ Defeat, Extor- 
tion, Triphammer, Threshold 
of Pain, Absorb at Reola’s Cam- 
pus Pub * Texas Blood Money, 
Mammoth, Amadan at Rev * 
Bill Jackson at Sherlock Holmes 
Capilano ¢ Tim Becker at Sher- 
lock Holmes Downtown Party 
Hog at Sherlock Holmes on 
Whyte ¢ Tony Dizon at Sherlock 
Holmes WEM ® The Joes at Side- 
track Café * King Muskafa at 
Urban Lounge * New Cat Yel- 
low at Yesterdays Restaurant 


Sunday 


Dec. 17—Marshall Lawrence 
Band at Blues on Whyte * 
Wendy McNeill at Illusions * 
Chris Andrew at Indigo Books ¢ 
Mike McDonald, Uberhack, Jen 
Kraatz, Agent Bumbo, The Vio- 
let Archers, Year of the Panda, 
Painting Daisies, Ben Sures 
Trio, Jim Henry, Lester Quitzau, 
Grrrl at Rose Bowl 


Monday 


Dec. 18—Tony Dizon at Lion’s 
Head Pub ¢ Tim Becker at Sher- 
lock Holmes WEM @ The Blue 
Angels, Tim Williams at Side- 
track Café 


Dec. 19—Tony Dizon at Lion's 
Head Pub * Joyce Smith, Rodeo 
Wind at Longriders Saloon * 
Sam August at Sherlock Holmes 
Downtown ¢ Tim Becker at 
Sherlock Holmes WEM ¢ The 
Groove Alliance, Alan Kellogg 
at Sidetrack Café * jBombal! at 
Urban Lounge 


Wednesday 


Dec. 20—Tony Dizon at Lion’s 
Head Pub * Joyce Smith, 
Rodeo Wind at Longriders 
Saloon * Sam August at Sher- 
lock Holmes Downtown * Mr. 
Potato Head at Sherlock 
Holmes on Whyte * Tim Becker 
at Sherlock Holmes WEM ¢ The 
Nomads at Sidetrack Café ¢ 
Coldspot, Gods and Monsters 
at Urban Lounge 


Thursday 


Dec. 21—Don Berner Trio at 
Four Rooms Restaurant * Tony 
Dizon at Lion’s Head Pub ¢ Cos- 
mic Cowboy at Longriders 
Saloon * Huevos Rancheros, 


at Sherlock Holmes on Whyte © 
Tim Becker at Sherlock Holmes 
WEM ® The Nomads at Side- 
track Café * Sleave, Endsville at 
Urban Lounge 





Music - Notes 





that’s unique and putting it some- 
where else would change things. It’s 
what people do all the time: they try 
to make things bigger that shouldn't 
be bigger. And | got freedom of 
autonomy at the Rose Bowl. They 
trust me there.” 

Each band will perform five songs 
and there will be a raffle for prizes in 
between each set. Raffle tickets will 
cost one dollar apiece—and McDon- 
ald is issuing a warning for those who 
don’t participate in the show by buy- 
ing raffle tickets or beer. “We've had 
people coming and not buying a 
damn thing, just taking up chairs, so 
we're going to be watching for that 
kind of thing,” he says unapologetical- 
ly. “We're turning people away at the 
door, people who come there to sup- 
port something, to buy tickets. So we 
want people to support the cause.” 

Another tradition of the event is 
that McDonald loads up all the gifts 
and the money into his car and per- 
sonally delivers it to Santas Anony- 
mous the next day. So if you plan to 
attend the show, you're also invited to 
bring a toy. Last year, McDonald says 
they had enough to fill up his car. 


RCA victors 


Royal Canadian Artillery Band « 
Winspear Centre ¢ Sat, Dec 16 
Unless we've missed somebody, the 
Royal Canadian Artillery Band, sta- 
tioned at the Edmonton Garrison in 
Namao, is Edmonton’s oldest band. 
With 100 years of history behind it, 
the RCA (as it’s known in military cir- 
cles) is a group of 35 professional 
musicians who serve their country by 
performing music all over Canada and 
the world. 

Their show this weekend is a char- 
ity event for the Kiwanis Club of 
Canada and the RCA is looking for- 
ward to the event. “We'll be playing a 
lot of concert band favourites and a 
lot of traditional Christmas songs,” 
says warrant officer Norman Depoe. 
“It’s going to be quite a nice variety 
of music that’s great for the whole 
family.” 

The RCA is under the command 
and artistic direction of Captain 
Heather C. Davis, the first and only 
woman to be commissioned in the 
Regular Force of the Canadian Forces 
Band Branch. Her career highlights 
include writing musical arrangements 
for Maureen Forrester, being a prize- 
winning composer of Canada’s cen- 
tennial march and singing the 
national anthem for the Toronto Blue 
Jays, the Toronto Argonauts and the 
1995 Labatt Briar. 

The RCA itself has been in Edmon- 
ton since 1997 and has just returned 
from a trip to Korea in October, where 
they performed before a Canadian 
veterans group visiting sites of the 
Korean War, during a reception at the 
Canadian Embassy and at a major tat- 
too event in Korea. 


Christmas, 
Septimus! 


Septimus at Metalfest 2000 « 
Reola’s Campus Pub « Dec 15-16, 
22, 23 What better way to get into 
the spirit of the season than four 
nights of heavy metal? Okay, it may 
not be especially Christmassy (espe- 
cially the December 23 finale, head- 
lined by Edmonton’s fave death-metal 
act, Dead Jesus), but the two-weekend 
festival will highlight the best the local 
scene can offer, from the pop-laden 
chugs of Chunk to the blackness of 
Necronaut. 

The festival will also be the first 


tion of Septimus. Vocalist/rhythm gui- 
tarist Pamela Bryan and drummer Jeff 
Cunningham still form the nucleus of 
the band, but they've added Stuart 
Ellis (ex of Metallica tribute act Misery) 
and bass player Eric Lampimaki. While 
the band will still mix covers with 
originals, they've decided to eschew 
the pop-rock tunes that make it easier 
to get gigs in bars, and concentrate 
on rocking, not rolling. 

Ellis says the time had come for 
him to leave a cover band. “The rea- 
son | joined Septimus is original mate- 
rial output,” he says. “It’s tough to 
play the same set all the time. After a 
while you begin to feel like one of the 
Borg Collective. [Misery] had showed 
interest in originals, but there was 
simply no time, as we were touring 
from one city to the next to the next 
to the next.” 

The band has a couple of simple 
musical goals: to keep forging their 
metal around Bryan’s front-and-cen- 
tre vocal style and help bring back 
the metal guitar solo. In an era where 
New Metal means sounding like 
Korn, Septimus wants to stick with 
the old school. 

“We come from the old style— 
Iron Maiden and Metallica,” says Cun- 
ningham, “but we also like new rock 
like what Rob Helford is doing. We'll 
definitely be different at Metal Fest, 
but we’ve been there before.” The 
band has been known to pull out a 
covers like Fu Manchu’s “Hell on 
Wheels,” but the decision to drop 
most of their pop-friendly covers 
might make it harder for them to get 
gigs. Still, they think their hardcore 
fans will appreciate the move—as 
Bryan notes, many of them sat on 
their hands waiting for the band’s 
heavy set at previous shows. 

And Ellis thinks the band’s time is 
nigh. “Seattle killed the guitar solo 
and gave the chance to a lot of bands 
who were second-rate. Now | think 
the kids are back, looking for some- 
thing new.” —StEveN SANDOR 


Method actors 


Cool Blue Method ¢ Blues on 
Whyte * Dec 18-23 Bands always 
like to come up with neat ways to 
describe their sound. But who can 
blame them? It’s probably the first 
question out of journalists’ mouths: 
“So what do you guys sound like?” 
Edmonton's Cool Blue Method would 
probably win the award for best and 
most obscure description of their 
music. They describe their sound as 
“funkified-groove-rock,” “hoser-porn- 
funk” and even “morphogenic reso- 
nance therapy.” 

Or as guitarist Ryan Andrew likes 


‘to put it: “We're the greatest band 


ever,” he says, before adding, “We 
also like to be humble. We're bring- 
ing back sexuality into the universe 


chance to catch the newest incarna- __and_bring, back orgasmageddon and 





pure joy.” 

Cool Blue Method was formed 
eight years ago when identical twins 
Benjamin (drums) and Joshua (bass) 
Dodds were looking for an outlet for 
their musical energy. They teamed up 
with guitarist Andrew and then 
embarked on what they like to call 
“an epic adventure of uncharted sonic 
frontiers.” 

For several years the band 
slogged it out as an instrumental trio, 
but then they met singer Kevin Flesh- 
er, who signed on for the adventure. 
Now, an upcoming gig at Edmon- 
ton’s famous Blues on Whyte has 
forced them to create three sets of 
original music (mostly blues and 
improvised funk) in three short weeks. 
They succeeded, managing to 
become the house band at the Com- 
mercial for the next four weeks. 

Andrew says that Cool Blue 
Method is looking forward to playing 
“the Commie” because “there's going 
to be no cover charge and lots of 
cheap beer.” That is, if they make it 
back to Edmonton. After a weekend of 
shows in Lake Louise (“We played to a 
group of raving, funky idiots who took 
off their clothes,” says Andrew) when 
their car broke down on the highway 
in the middle of a minus-30 cold 
snap. They managed to slog it back to 
Calgary where they’re crashing at a 
friend's house until the car gets fixed. 


Welcome Webcast fallout 


Everybody’s heard about the power 
of the Internet. Local power pop 
quartet Welcome felt the effects of 
the information superhighway last 
weekend. The band, in conjunction 
with the Highrun Club, held a live 
webcast of their Saturday night per- 
formance at the club. It was the first 
time the Highrun had ever attempted 
such a thing. 

But Welcome vocalist/guitarist 
Stewart Kirkwood says that the web- 
cast and the international publicity 
behind it have resulted in songs from 
their most recent CD, Like a Star’s 
Microphone being added to regular 
rotation on two commercial radio sta- 
tions in the United States (one in 
Michigan, the other in Wisconsin). 

Welcome is now taking to the 
road for a short tour of ski resorts in 
the B.C. interior before heading back 
into their recently built home studio 
to record songs for their third CD. 
Half the songs are already recorded 
but they plan to continue promoting 
Like a Star’s Microphone for a few more 
months before releasing the follow-up 
later in 2001. 

Kirkwood says while the band’s 
overall sound will remain the same, 
they've changed the way they write 
songs and the types of instruments 
they use to get those ideas across. 
Welcome fans, he says, will be pleased 
with the results. @ 000 
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For a FREE listing, fax 426-2889 or 
e-mail listings@vue.ab.ca. 


Deadline is 3pm Friday. 


Turn to "More Music" on page 22 

for day-to-day listings. 

BACKROOM VODKA BAR (upstairs) 
10324 Whyte Avenue, 436-4418, *Every 
WED: Open Mike. *Every FRI: Chunky 
Monkey Fridays, With-resident house Dj}: 
Ryan Mason. FRL15:; Ryan Mason, 
Surprise Guest. FRI 22: D] Santa Clause. 
FRI 29: Ryan Mason.and_DJ Michelle 
Stylus (Diva Productions, Direction NYC, 
OM Records). 


FOX AND HOUNDS 10125-109 Street, 
423-2913,.FRI 15: Skully and the ~ 
Hypocrites, Braggin' Rights. SAT 16: Idle 
Mind, Kybosh, Mithril. FRI 22: Dj d.r. 
dougless. WED 27; Wrekdefy, Deadbeat 
Dads, Bonzai Babies. 


NEW CITY LIKWID LOUNGE 
10161/57-112 Street, 413-4578. Lounge. 
*Every MON: ‘80s Metal: D] Red Dawn 
*Every TUE: Tag Team Tuesdays: DJ 
Jailhouse Rob, DJ Johnny R. Soule. Every 
WED: Skate punk and new alternative: DJ 
Shone. *Every THU: Live bands. *Every 
FRI: Dj Buster Friendly. *Every SAT: Live 
bands. Suburbs: ¢Every THU: Classic alter- 
native: Dj nik rofeelya. eEvery FRI: 
Freedom Fridays: Nexus Tribe. Nicky 
Miago, Jacob and Malfunkt. *Every SAT: 
Saturdays Suck: Dj Blue jay, Schizo (alter- 
native, punk). THU 14: Chris Smith and 
the Almost Leather Band, Aaron Booth, 
featuring members of Slow Fresh Oil and 
Mollys Reach. $5 cover. SAT 16: 
Indifferent-CD release party, Endsville. $6 
cover. THU 21: Shady Pines, Rich Hope. 
$5 cover. SAT 23: Oh to the World: Red 
Hot Lovers, Wednesday Night Heroes, The 
Cleats. $6 cover, SUN 24: The second 
annual Stephane Leveque turkey dinner. 
THU 28; Greg MacPherson, Gidgeit 
Queeb. $5 cover. SAT 30: The Waleboots, 
Thousandsticks. $6 cover. ‘Lounge: SUN 
31: New Years at New City: Mad Bomber 
Society-CD release Party, Les Tabernacles 
and D} Mick Sleeper. TIX: $15 adv., $18 @ 
door. Adv. tickets @ Blackbyrd Myoozik, 
Freecloud. *Suburbs: The $5 New Years 
Bash: Dj Blue Jay, nik rofeelya. TIX: $5 
adv. and @ door. Adv. tickets @ Blackbyrd 
Myoozik, Freecloud. 
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REV 10030-102 Street, 424-2851. SAT 
16 (8:30 door): Texas Blood Money, 
Mammoth, Amadan. TIX: $7 @ door ($1 
off with food bank donation). THU 21: 
Huevos Rancheros with Whitey Houston. 
TIX @ Blackbyrd Myoozik, Sonix, 
Freecloud, Black Dog. FRI 29: Texas 
Sendoff show: Corb Lund Band, Greg 
MasPherson, Jody Shenkarek, The Mill 
Creek Boys. TIX: @ Sonix, Blackbyrd 
Myoozik, Freecloud, The Rev, The Black 
Dog. SUN 31: New Years 2000 
Metalennium: Broken Nose, Curbstomp, 
Drool, Defeat, Truth. 


BLUES AND ROOTS 


ATLANTIC TAP AND GRILL 7704 
Calgary Trail S., 432-4611. *Every THU: 
Open Mic. THU 14: Open mike hosted by 
Leona. SAT 16 (4-6pm): Scona Brae. 


THE BAGEL TREE CAFE 10354-82 
Avenue, 439-9604. Every THU (9:30pm): 
Singer/songwriter showcase, THU 14: Paul 
Bromley. 


THE BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE 10425 
Whyte Ave., 439-1082. *Every SAT (3- 
6pm): Hair of the Dog. SAT 16: Mike 
McDonald. SUN 31: New Year's Eve 2001: 
Old Reliable. TIX: $12 @ Blackbyrd 
Myoozik, Black Dog. 


BLUES ON WHYTE 10329-82 Avenue, 
439-5058. SUN 17: Marshall Lawrence 
Band 


CAPITAL HILL PUB Blues at the Hill, 
14203 Stony Plain Rd., 454-3063. *Every 
WED: Blues Jam with the Gang at the Hill. 
No cover. THU 14-SAT 16 (9:30pm): 
Carey Bell (blues harmonica). $10 cover. 


CASINO EDMONTON 7055 Argyll Road, 
FRI 15-SAT 16: All The Rage In Dallas. No 
cover. 


THE DRUID 11606 Jasper Ave. *Every 
TUE: Chris Wynters. eEvery WED: 
iBomba!. Every THU: The Stone 
Merchants. TUE 12: Chris Wynters. WED 
13: IBomba!. THU 14: The Stone 
Merchants. 


ELEPHANT AND CASTLE ON WHYTE 
10314 Whyte Ave., 439-4545. SUN 31: 
New Year's Eve: Jerry Jerry and The Sons 
of Rhythm Orchestra. TIX: $15 adv. and @ 
door. (Includes champagne @ midnight). 


EXPRESSIONZ CAFE MARKET AND 
MEETING PLACE 9142-118 Avenue, 


CHRISTMAS WONDERS! 
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COMPLETE GUITAR PAGS 


GIFT 
CERTIFICATES 
AVAILABLE! 


FROM 
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COMPLETE KEYBOARD PAGS 
FROM 


4S2 4810 


Monday to Saturday 10 am to 5:30 pm 
Open Late Wed. & Thurs. till 8 pm! 


14214 Stony Plain Road 


471-9125. FRI 15: Dale Ladouceur and 
Eddie Patterson. SAT 16: Open Stage: 
Randall Walsh. 


FULL MOON FOLK CLUB 438-6410. 
SAT 13 (7pm door): Cindy Church. TIX: 
$13 adv. tickets @ South Side Sound, and 
TIX on the Square; $15 @ door. 


THE GRINDER RESTAURANT AND 
LOUNGE 10957-124 St., 453-1709. 
*Every SUN: Open stage Blues Nite. 


” THE HIGHRUN 4926-98 Avenue, 440- 


2233. FRI 15-SAT 16: McCuaig. FRI 22- 
SAT 23: ‘80s Retro Party: Big Bang. 


ILLUSIONS RESTAURANT AND NIGHT 
CLUB 11540 Jasper Avenue, 447-0777. 
*Every MON: Open stage night with 
Natalie Czar and Andrew Gummer. *Every 
TUES: Goth night with Azriel Knight. 
*Every THU: Karaoke with BNB 
Entertainment Cherry Riffin. *Every FRI: 
Karaoke with BNB entertainment Phil 
Brandon. SUN 17 (9pm): Wendy McNeill. 
No cover. 


INDIGO BOOKS, MUSIC AND CAFE 
1836-99 Street, 432-4488. SAT 16 (12- 
2pm): Don Reimer (piano). SUN 17 (12- 
2pm): Chris Andrew (piano). FRI 22 (7- 
9pm): VOCE (a capella). SAT 23 (12- 
2pm): Rob Thompson (piano). SAT 23 (7- 
9pm): Forum (jazz choir). 

MEZZA LUNA 10238-104 St., 423- 


LUNA. Latin club now open. *Every THU: 
Dj Azucar. FRI 15-SAT 16: America Rosa. 


MYER HOROWITZ THEATRE U of A 
Campus, 451-8000. THU 14 (8pm): 
Gordie Johnson and Kelly Hoppe (Big 
Sugar Acoustic Duo). TIX: $20. 


NICHOLBY'S BAR AND GRILL 11062- 
156 St., 448-2255. FRI 15: Ron Pederson. 


O'BYRNE'S 10616 Whyte Ave., 414- 
6766. Every SUN (9pm): Celtic open mic 
with Joe Bird. *Every TUE: Celtic Session: 
Maria Dunn. 


THE R&B CLUB 9271-34 Avenue, 490- 
5469. FRI 15-SAT 16: Shannon Fayth. No 
cover, FRI 22-SAT 23: Alex Herriot's House 
Rockers. No cover. FRI 29-SAT 30: Fat 
Tuesday. No cover. SUN 31: Amos Garrett 
and the "Eh" Team. No cover. 


THE ROSEBOWL 10111-117 Street, 
482-5152. SUN 17 (8pm): Mike 
McDonald’s 8th Annual 630 CHED’s 
Santas Anonymous Jam. Featuring: 
Uberhack, Jen Kraatz, Agent Bumbo, The 
Violet Archers, Year of the Panda, Painting 
Daisies, Ben Sures Trio, Jim Henry, Lester 
Quitzau, Grrr! Hosted by Winston Herbert 
and Graham Neil. 


THE ROXY 10708-124 Street, 453- 
2440. FRI 22-SAT 23: Christmas Carol 
Project 2000: Presented by Theatre Public 
and Brass Monkey Productions. Bill 
Bourne (Ebenezer Scrooge), Tom 
Roschkov (Bob Cratchit), Kevin Cook 
(Ghost of Marley), Terry Morrison (Ghost 
of Christmas Past), Al Brant (Ghost of 
Christmas Present), Dale Ladouceur 
(Ghost of Christmas Future), Maria Dunn 
(Tiny Tim), Kenneth Brown (narrator). 
TIX: $25 @ door; advance tickets $20. 


SECOND CUP 10303 Jasper Ave. *Every 
THU (7:30-10:30pm): Ron Taylor's open 
stage. *Every SUN eon): Live 
music. SUN 17: Thom Golub (solo dou- 
ble-bass). SUN 7: Turtle Crossing 
(roots/pop). SUN 14: Wendy McNeill 
(singer/songwriter). 

SECOND CUP 12336-102 Ave. FRI 22 
(8-11pm): Turtle Crossing (roots/pop). 
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SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 Street, 
421-1326. *Every SUN: Variety Night. 
*Every MON (8-1 1pm): Bopcat presents 
Blue Mondays. *Every TUE (8-1 1pm): 
Bopcat presents Funky Tuesdays, THU 14 
(9pm): Alt Thursday: The New Meanies, 
Sleave, Tim Mech's Peep Show. TIX: $10 
adv. ($9 Grant MacEwen Students) $12 
door. Adv. tickets @ TicketMaster or @ the 
Sidetrack Café. FRI 15-SAT 16 (9:30pm): 
The Joes. $8 cover. SUN 17: vaniery 
Night. MON 18 (8pm): Blue Monday: The 
Blue Angels with Tim Williams. $5 cover. 
TUE 19 (8:30pm): Funky Tuesday: The 
Groove Alliance with Alan Kellogg. $5 
cover. WED 20-THU 21(9pm): The 
Nomads. $8 cover. FRI 22 (9:30pm): The 
Nomads. $8 cover. SAT 23 (9:30pm); Alt 
Rock Christmas: Recipe From A Small 
Planet. $5 cover. 


SUGARBOWL CAFE AND BAR 10922- 
88 Ave., 433-8369. *Every FRI: Original 
live music, FRI 15: Joel Kroeker and Ben 
Sures (Double Bill), $3. 


SWEET ROCKS 116 St., 101 Ave. *Every 
WED (9pm): Open Stage hosted by Ben 
Sures. No cover, 


TIMM’S GRILL 76106-109 Street, 413- 
9606. FRI 15 (9pm): Paul Bellows, No 
cover. 


WINSPEAR CENTRE Sir Winston 
Churchill Square, 428-1414, 800-563- 
5081. FRI 29 (7pm door): The Mike 
Plume Band. 


YESTERDAYS RESTAURANT AND PUB 


112 250 Carnegie Cr. St. Albert. FRI 15- 
SAT 16: New Cat Yellow. 






ALBERTA COLLEGE Muttart Hall, 10050 
MacDonald Dr., 420-1757. WED 27 
(2pm): Topus 21-Celebrating 21 Years: 
Presented by The Anne Burrows 
Foundation for Young Musicians. TIX: @ 
TIX on the Square. 


ALL SAINTS ANGLICAN CATHEDRAL 
10035-103 Street, 420-1757. FRI 15 
(8pm): Piano Plus Series presents Songs for 
Christmastime: Michael Meraw (baritone), 
Jeremy Spurgeon (piano). TIX: $10 adult, 
$8 senior/student. Adv. and special two 
for one tickets @ tickets @ TIX on the 
Square. 


CANTEMUS CANADA Mt. Olivet 
Lutheran Church, 205 Fir St., Sherwood 
Park, 420-1757. FRI 15 (8pm): Cantemus 
Canada presents Handel's Messiah. *St. 
Albert United Church, 20 Green Grove 
Drive, St. Albert, 420-1757. SUN 17 
(3pm): Cantemus Canada presents 
Handel's Messiah. TIX: Adv. tickets @ TIX 
on the Square. 


CONVOCATION HALL University of 
Alberta Campus, 492-0601, 420-1757. 
TUE, Jan. 9: Jeff Anderson (trumpet, 
Terence Dawson (piano). TIX: Adv. tickets 
@ TIX on the Square. FRI, Jan. 12: Jacques 
Despres (piano). TIX: Adv. tickets @ TiX 
on the Square. 


EDMONTON SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
Winspear Centre, Sir Winston Churchill 
Sq., 428-1414. THU 21, FRI 22-SAT 23 
(8pm): Super Special: Handel's Messiah. 
Jackalyn Short (soprano), Anita Krause 
(mezzo-soprano), Nils Brown (tenor), 
Peter Volpe (bass), Grzegorz Nowak (con- 
ductor), Richard Eaton Singers. TIX: $23- 
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BILLY BOB'S LOUNGE Continental Inn, 
16625 Stony Plain Rd., 484-7751. Every 
THU, FRI, SAT (9:30-1:30am): Live bands. 


DUSTERS PUB 6402-118 Avenue, 471- 
0887, 474-5554. *Every THU (8pm): Jams 
hosted by Keep Six. FRI 15 (9:30- 
1:30am): Mr. Lucky (blues, boogie, rockin’ 
R&B) 

ECCO NEIGHBOURHOOD PUB 9605- 


66 Ave., 435-5050. FRI 15-SAT 16 
(9:30pm-2am): Mr. Potato Head 


J.D.’S POLAR PUB 6825-83 Street, 413- 
1883. SAT 16 (9pm-1am): Hoffman and 
Brown. 


J.J.'S PUB 13160-118 Avenue. SAT 16: 
Keep Six Band (R&B, soul rock). WED 20: 
Open Stage with Sugarbush (rock). 


THE JOINT ROCK ROOM Every WED: 
Ladies Nite. SUN 31: New Years Bash: 
~April Wine. TIX: $25 adv. 


“KING'S KNIGHT PUB 9221-34 Avenue, 
433-2599, THU-14: Crush. FRL15-SAT 16: 
Mustard Smile 


PARLIAMENT_ 10551 Whyte Avenue, 
446-4431. eEvery THU: House of 
Commons-Nexus Tribe Inc: DJ Geoffry ] 
and Solo, D} Junior Brown, MC Curtisy 
(Upstairs in The Gallery). *Every FRI: 
Fevah: R&B, Hip Hop, Funk with D} Ice 
and D| Kwake. Euphoria: Code Red. 
Every SAT: High Society-Grade 'A’: Junior 
- Brown, Ryan Mason. Upstairs in The 

Egg shattered to bits. The Maybellines disintegrated. Slow Fresh Oil Gallery: D) Code Red. *Every TUE: 


imploded. Yet Brent Oliver keeps on truckin’ along, ripping out his Anthem with DJ Celcius. 

heart and making it sing. Shady Pines is his latest playground, as he~ Wes “Acjeerpe care asa te pln P 
returns to the cheatin’ and hurtin’ vibe, once again creating some of SUN 31: Nea Veans Bee Secu : ul IS 
the most interesting alt-country/no-depression/crying-in-your-beer 


. RED'S WEM, 481-6420, 487-2066. SUN 
music in these parts. We honestly don’t know how he does it, but 31: New Years Eve 2001. TIX: $50 @ 


we're happy nonetheless. Feel the love when Shady Pines puts it all Reds. SUN 31 (1-Spm): Family New Years ° 
down at New City Likwid Lounge on Thursday, December 21. arianiiese bowling, billiards, Give Generously i(@) the G Sy 
F REOLA'S CAMPUS PUB 10805-105 L) 
ki Edmonton Artist's Trust Fund. TIX: $25, venue, 424-1072. THU 14 (8pm): Kick- G@alesiagtess Bureau 
ee 'y $45, $55, $95 (incl. post concert recep- off party for Metal Fest 2000. FRI 15: ge 
tion). Adv. tickets @ TIX on the Square METAL FEST 2000: Chunk, King Ring : 


wi es Continued from previous page YARDBIRD SUITE 11 Tommy Banks Nancy, Septimus, Sun of Man, Indian Fel ave| become re part 


Way, 103 St., 86 Avenue, 432-0428. Police. $6 cover. SAT 16: METAL FEST ae 
Every TUE: Jazz and blues Jam Sessions. 2000: Defeat, Extortion, Triphammer, 
$55. MON, Jan. 1 (2:30pm): New Years Sorcver Sileay FRI: Non-smoking nights, Threshold of Pain, Absorb. FRI 22: New (@)m@)0| m/e} @) ‘ame! 
Day: Salute to Vienna. Featuring Clyde Nation, Darksand, Blacken, Deep Fine 


Mitchell (Strauss Specialist), Anna Maria ZENARI'S ON 1ST _10117-101 Street, Grind, Idlemind, SAT 23: Dead Jesus, Skin 
Pammer (soprano), Sebastian Holecek 425-6151. www.jazz@zenaris.com. FRI 15 Effect, Anchored Soul, Necronaut, 


(baritone). Also feneg parce ees (8-midnight): Dianne Donovan Trio. Cleveland Steamer. 

d ii i me. TIX: ep 
groves pena coaume TX 22345, OSAINONSARRS TN num juncie Pros, wed ove ot (oxo | a) 
Westin Hotel. New Year's Day Brunch. t from Las Vegas. *Every THU: Ladies Night. 
Old Vienna. TIX: $110 (includes a concert THE LION'S HEAD PUB Coast Terrace Every FRI and SAT: Live acts. eEvery SUN: | 
seat). FRI, Jan. 12-SAT, Jan. 13 (8pm): The Inn, 440 Calgary Trail South, 431-5815 Industry Sundays. No cover for industry now on Sa ( 
Masters: Amanda Forsyth (cello), Grzegorz THU 14-SAT 16: Todd Reynolds. MON 18- staff ° 














Nowak (conductor). TIX: $17-$57. Sfy29: Tony, Dizon MON 25-5120: TRADE NIGHTCLUB 10089 Jasper Ave., (Whyt + ) 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH Tony Dizon. 425-8787. eOpen: Wed-Sat 8pm-3am. e& Downtown (exes) (0) 8153 

10025-105 St., 420-1757. SAT 16 (8pm): SHERLOCK HOLMES CAPILANO Alternative and progressive dance house. a p 

Canadian Ghristmas: TIX: $12 adult; $8 Capilano Mall, 5004-98 Avenue, 463- WED: TableScraps w/D] Competition é . 
student/senior @ door. FRI 22 (8pm): 7788. THU 14-SAT 16: Bill Jackson with Dj Tomek. *THU: Somethin’ Pumpin 

Through the Ages-An A Cappella Christmas: SHERLOCK HOLMES DOWNTOWN w/Donovon. *FRI: Business w/Davey 

Ensemble de fa Rue. TIX: $15, $10 sen- 10012-101A Avenue, 426-7784. THU 14- _ James. ®SAT: Ariel and Roel, Feroshus, 

ior/student @ TIX on the square, SAT 16: Tim Becker. TUE 19-SAT 23: Sam _‘Helllo. la 

Gramophone and Orlando Books. August. URBAN LOUNGE 8111-105 Street, 439- 

THE ROYAL CANADIAN COLLEGE OF = SHERLOCK HOLMES WEM 444-1752. 3388. *Every MON: |.R-S. Mondays w/ D] 

PIPE ORGANISTS St. Andrew's United THU 14-SAT 16: Tony Dizon. MON 18. GEISER AIC TGS Pa: Nee Daa 14-16 ;: Ton Dizon 

Church, 9915-148 Street, 420-1757. SAT SAT 23: Tim Becker, Vedanta, Las Vegas Crypt Keepers, Sonica. ° 

16 (4pm): Lessons and Carols: Service of $10 cover, Proceeds to the Make a Wish 

Pa sang abc eI rec de die SHERLOCK HOLMES ON WHYTE Foundation/Food Bank. FRI 15-SAT 16 18-23 > | im Becker 

Free, tickets @ TIX on the Square; offering 10341-82 Avenue, 433-9676. THU 14-SAT (10pm): King Muskafa. $5 cover. TUE 19 e 

@ door. 16: Party Hog. WED 20-SAT 23: Mr. (9pm): IBomba! $3. WED 20 (10pm): 


Potato Head. 'n' 
WINSPEAR CENTRE Sirs Winston 4 i. Coldspot and Gods 'n' Monsters. $3. THU 


q . . 21 (10pm): Sleave with Endsville. $5 
Churchill Sq., 423-6230. SUN 17 (3pm): POP AND ROCK cover. FRI 22-SAT 23 (10pm): McCuaig. AWD A N & 


Festival of Light: Schola Cantorum. TIX: $5 . WED 27 (10) : Xlith H 
$13 @ Alberta College. Also see VURB Weekly on page 30. Nowthert Stan$3 al 28: Exit” -— = 
‘4 - 
Dec. 14-16 Bill Jackson 
= . 
. e 
Dec. 21-23: TBA 





303. FRI 29-SUN 31: Tar Baby. 





LONGRIDERS SALOON 11733-78 
Street, 479-7400. *Closed December 25- 
28. THU 14: Ken McDoy. FRI 15: Ken 
McDoy. $4 cover, SAT 16: Longriders 
Christmas Party: Ken McDoy. Fundraiser 
for the Christmas Bureau, SUN 17: (3- 
7pm): Canadian Country Music Hall of 
Fame National singing Contest. TUE 19: 
Joyce Smith, Rodeo Wind. $3 cover. WED 
20: Joyce Smith, Rodeo Wind. Jam Night. 
THU 21: Cosmic Cowboy. FRI 22-SAT 23: 
Cosmic Cowboy. $4 cover. FRI 29-SAT 30: 
Lisa Hewitt. $4 cover. SUN 31: New Years 
Eve: Lisa Hewitt. 


SES a ae a oe 
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EARL'S TIN PALACE 11830 Jasper Ave. 
*Every THU (6-9pm): Dave Babcock and 
His Group (blues, jazz). 


FOUR ROOMS RESTAURANT 


Edmonton Centre, 102 Ave., Rice Howard a . ms 
Way, 426-4767. THU 14 (9pm-midnight): ' 4 Cc u oe fi 
Stephanie Suchy. SAT 16 (9pm-midnight): t= 4 

a . ° . > - ft 


Sundays 9pm-lam Karaoke 
Dec. 14-16 Party Hog 
Dec. 20-23: Mr. Potatohead : 





| + Fri & Sat, Dec. 15 & 16: 


WN IC 


Dec. 14-16: Tim Becker 
Dec. 19-25: Sam August 


EDMONTON LOCATIONS 


Mall*R * Whyte Ave. * Bourbon St. 
10lmes.com | 


Brett Miles Trio. THU 21 (9pm); Don 
Berner Trio. SAT 23 Cry Jos dis THU 
28 (9pm): Brett Miles Trio. SUN 31: Jazzy 
New Years: Kelly Budnarchuk. Book now. 


THE IRON BRIDGE 12520-102 Avenue, 


Wanacet 
«Next Weekend: =; 
482-5620. *Every SAT (12:30-3pm): lon* . ‘a “ 
Saturday Jazz Brunch. SAT 16 (12:30pm- 80 Re . 
3pm): Saturday Jazz Brunch; Maureane S e ae) art = 
Glover (keyboards), Rubin Devolede ° 
oe w/ Big Bang 


(bass). 

WINSPEAR CENTRE Sir Winston 
4926-98th Avenue Edmonton - 440-2233 for reservations 
“Just 10 minutes from anywhere!” 


rt 


SAT, Jan. 6 (8pm): Artistry In Rhythm: 
Tommy Banks and his Big Band. Benefit 
concert in ee of the Edmonton. ~ 
Concert Hall Foundation and the 


Churchill Sq., 428-1414, 1-800-563-5081. 
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The soul of a new Machine 


Serendipity, 
synchronicity guide 
Our Lady Peace’s 
new album 


_ BY DAVE JOHNSTON 


erhaps Our Lady Peace should 
p::: some thought to chang- 
ing their name to Our Lady 
* Providence. A scant 14 months 
since their last disc, the 
Toronto rock band 
has returned with a 
smart concept 
album, born from an 
impossible series of coincidences 
that would have made Carl Jung 
proud. 

Spiritual Machines, OLP’s fourth 
album in their seven-year history, 
was inspired by the work of inven- 
tor and theorist Ray Kurzweil. Gui- 
tarist Mike Turner stumbled over 
Kurzweil’s tome, The Art of Spiritual 

, Machines: When Computers Exceed 
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rock 
profile 


Human Intelligence, while scouring a 
bookshop in search of something to 
sate his voracious reading habit. 
Enter coincidence number one. 

“It had a shiny cover,” Turner 
laughs. “If it didn’t catch my eye, I 
probably would have missed it.” 

That shiny cover drew Turner 
into a masterful thesis predicting 
that in the century to come, the dis- 
tinction between humanity and 
computers will break down to the 
point that when the machines claim 
consciousness, we will 
believe them. 
Given Kurzweil’s 
extensive history as 
an inventor with vision, 
the entire group was soon won over 
by his concepts. 

“This isn’t science fiction; it’s a 
matter of time,” drummer Jerremy 
Taggert states flatly. “There are 
things in this book that people are 
trying to do now and will probably 
succeed at during this century.” 

Raine Maida was next in line to 
absorb Kurzweil’s concepts. The 
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epiphany helped shape many of the 
songs on Spiritual Machines, which 
previously existed as random 
melodies and lyrics floating around 
during the touring pandemonium 
of the past summer. The rush and 
intellectual stimulation of Summer- 
sault threw the band excitedly into 
the studio in September. 


Organic chemistry 


“Everything developed organically,” 
says Maida. “We realized that we 
couldn't edit ourselves like we used 
to, so everything became really 
spontaneous. We used to obsess 
over the smallest detail for weeks, 
but with /Spiritual Machines], we let 
our instincts guide us.” 

Their instincts have served them 
well. Spiritual Machines is an intri- 
cate listening experience, one that 
(thankfully) lacks the clinical preci- 
sion of their past releases. The 
music leaps to life, as if the band 
had rediscovered the nervous ener- 
gy that powered their promising 
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Our Lady Peace e 


debut, Naveed. Tracks like “In 
Repair” and “Everyone’s a Junkie” 
showcase a reinvented and rejuve- 
nated band, as Maida eschews his 
trademark shrill howl for a wider 
vocal range and the rhythm steps to 
the front of the mix. 

The band felt so indebted to 
Kurzweil that they decided early in 
the recording process to name the 
album after him. But fearing a legal 
backlash, the band decided to con- 
tact the inventor directly through e- 
mail. To their surprise, Kurzweil 
responded a couple of hours later 
and quickly became part of the 
process, contributing voice-overs 
that serve as bridges between the 
songs. Coincidence number two. 

“We don’t know how he has the 
time to do what he does,” deadpans 
Taggert. “I mean, it’s like Good Will 
Hunting or something. The guy gets 
up in the morning, invents some- 
thing and still has time to play some 
basketball.” 

Maida shares his amazement. 
“This guy has done so much. He’s 
invented musical instruments, read- 
ing devices and cybernetic poetry 
software. Yet everything he’s done 
serves a purpose, which is to make 
us better as humans, and he’s very 
down-to-earth about it.” 


Good golly, it’s Oli 


During the production, the band 
also became fascinated with the 
work of artist Oli Goldsmith, who 
freely mixes sources to create night- 
mgrish collages. The tone of his 
work suited the band, who quickly 





requested his services. As it turned 
out, Goldsmith lived only 10 min- 
utes away from OLP’s studio. Coin- 
cidence number three, 

“He would come by every few 
days or so and show us stuff,” recalls 
Turner. “Every time we saw some- 
thing, we were astonished. He 
understood the music and the ideas 
immediately.” 

Near the end of production, 
however, their luck seemed to take a 
turn for the worse. Drummer Tag- 
gart was assaulted one night while 
walking his dog, injuring his knee 
and wiping him out of the record- 
ing sessions. Cue Pearl Jam drum- 
mer Matt Cameron, who had a day 
off in Toronto during his group's 
tour, and offered to fill in on two of 
the tracks, “Mafia” and “Are You 
Sad?” Coincidence number four. 

“I'm past it now,” Taggart says of 
the assault. “But if those guys 
wound up walking under a heavy 
anvil or something, I wouldn’t stop 
anything from happening.” 

Regardless, the end result seems 
to be a success. Even Kurzweil is won 
ovez by the recording. Reached by 
telephone, the scientist says the disc 
is nothing short of exciting. “It’s an 
evocotive and beautiful album,” he 
says, “that combines straight-up 
bluesy rock with some provocative 
and thoughtful lyrics.” 

As Maida concludes, “All of this 
happened for a reason. It’s not just 
coincidence. Well, maybe it is, but 
it’s a good coincidence.” © 
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Surf-rock combo 
celebrates 10 years 
as part-time rock 
stars 





isn’t Spanish for “part-time job,” 
because that’s exactly how Brent 
J. Cooper has treated the band. For 
the past 10 years, the band has 
remained his second priority, 
behind his real life as a family man. 
During the day, he works at a Cal- 
gary music store, 
indulging his pen- 
chant for fancy gui- 
tars;,Onuicthe 
weekends, he’s a ballet 
dad. Sometimes, though, he’s the 
maddest guitar player on the 
prairies, and that’s how he likes it. 
“We don’t dedicate our lives to 
it,” Cooper says plainly. “When you 
first form a band, you hang out all 
the time, like you’ve got your own 
little gang. After a while, once the 
business settles in, you don’t want 
to spend that much time together.” 
Thank goodness they've decided 
to spend the last 10 years not tak- 
ing the band seriously. It all started 
one afternoon at a Calgary guitar 
store called Collector’s Axe, where 
Cooper and original bassist Graham 
Evans worked. Cooper had already 
spent some time in a few local 
bands and realized he wanted to do 
something else for a change. While 
the pair fooled around with the 
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song “Telstar” that slow afternoon, 
they decided to start an instrumen- 
tal band. 

“The band really did start as an 
accident,” recalls Cooper. “I always 
thought that having an instrumen- 
tal band would be cool, so I just 
said, ‘Graham, let’s start a band, and 
you will play bass.’ He said okay, 
and then Richie [Lazarowich] 
walked into the shop and I said, ‘He 
will play drums.’ Then we had the 
group.” 

Five rehearsals later, they stood 
before a sold-out crowd in the now- 
defunct Westward Club as the open- 
ing act for the Dead Milkmen. 

Unlike a lot of young 
bands running 
around Calgary at 
the time, they 

sounded original, off- 
beat and good enough to pick up a 
regular stream of gigs. 

“To us, it was full of a lot of 
bands that really wanted to be 
another band,” says Cooper, retep™ 
ting to the early ’90s Calgary 
music scene. “Bands like U2, 
R.E.M. and the Red Hot Chili Pep- 
pers were holding the roost, and 
all the other bands [in Calgary] 
wanted to be them. Except for us. 
We felt that we were punk rock by 
thumbing our noses at that kind of 
convention. We were doing our 
own thing.” 


The doors of reception 


Still, they refused to treat the band 
as anything more than a lark; mean- 
while, their contemporaries raged 
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on to little avail. After all the pieces 
fell, Huevos was only one of a few 
left standing. “I think most of those 
‘sign-me-sign me’ bands gave it 
their best shot—they always have,” 
comments Cooper. “Most bands 
break up after a couple of years, 
after member changes and trying to 
move to another city. Whereas we 
never took it that seriously. But if 
there was ever any kind of door that 
would open, we'd take it. And they 
did open.” 

After signing to Seattle’s C/Z 
Records, who released the Huevos’ 
first full-length CD, Endsville, the 
group rambled around North Ameri- 
ca, spreading their Link-Wray-by- 
way-of-the-Replacements sound to a 
populace who figured they were 
another surf rock band. Not even a 
spot on John Peel's legendary BBC 
radio show, nor the countless 
appearances on eclectic compila- 
tions, could dispel the stigma. By 
the time the movie Pulp Fiction was 
released and the surf-heavy sound- 
track became a hit record, it seemed 
like they had played with every kind 
of surf band imaginable. 

“Pulp Fiction was good and bad,” 
says Cooper. “It was as if the entire 
world became tuned to Dick Dale’s 
guitar. We toured Europe right after 
the movie came out, and every- 
where we played, we played with a 
surf band. They'd play ‘Misirlou’ 
and bring their girlfriends on stage 
to do the Swim. It got really terrible 
after a while; there'd be posters up 
for our shows, saying ‘Pulp Fiction 
surf rock!’ in whatever language, 
depending on what country we 
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were in. It’s good that it all died 
and 90 per cent of those groups 
went away.” 


Vocal zero 


Cooper regards the fact that Huevos 
established themselves before the 
surf rock hysteria hit as the reason 
they avoided being dragged down in 
the undertow. Still, to this day, peo- 
ple walk up to the band to ask the 
whereabouts of the band’s singer. “If 
we had a singer, we wouldn’t be an 
instrumental band,” deadpans 
Cooper. “We used to joke that hav- 
ing a singer meant one more person 
we'd have to share beer with. It was 
never in the cards. So many people 
assumed that we were shooting our- 
selves in the foot by staying instru- 
mental—and in some ways we did, 
because we were never going to be 
as popular as, say, Sloan.” 

Through its history, Huevos 
have played with many notable 
names from the indie-rock explo- 
sion of the early '90s. “During one 
of first trips down the west coast of 
America, we played to about six 
people with Everclear,” Cooper 
chuckles. “It was on the eve of their 
big signing with Capitol, and they 
were sort of flabbergasted that all 
the people in the audience were 
from the label. It didn’t do much for 
us, however.” 

They’ve even helped other Cal- 
gary bands move up in the business, 
particularly Chixdiggit! While 
Huevos were still signed to C/Z, 
they brought the four young men 
with them to the States to doa 








show. “It was their first out-of-town 
show,” recalis Cooper. “We all made 
the joke about how funny it would 
be if they got signed, and then what 
happens? Bingo, they get signed to 
Sub Pop.” 


Bitches and Ho 


Perhaps the strangest pairing was 
the time Huevos did a beer commer- 
cial with Hawaiian crooner Don Ho. 
“It was our big sell-out moment,” he 
laughs. “It only aired in B.C., and 
the premise was this guy’s ultimate 
rooftop party, featuring his favourite 
band, Huevos Rancheros, and Don 
Ho. So here he was onstage, jam- 
ming with us. That was actually 
kind of a wild weekend for us.” 

Even after Evans left the group 
in 1996 to return to school, Huevos 
never lost their momentum, They 
picked up Tom Kennedy to fill the 
spot and rolled to a new label, Van- 
couver’s Mint Records, where 
they’ve released their subsequent 
records, including their latest, 
Muerte del Toro. Still, the band isn’t 
prepared to change their ways for 
the sake of stardom. It just wouldn’t 
be any fun. 

“We may have sold a whole lot 
more records if we were on tour all 
the time,” sighs Cooper, “but I don’t 
think we'd have all the stuff we've 
got now. Part of the thing about 
having a part-time band is you can 
have a real life separate from it. I’m 
an entertainer, not an artist.” © 
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‘Burb blurb 


Handel's Messiah in the Suburbs « 
Mt. Olivet Lutheran Church: Fri, 
Dec 15, 8pm « St. Albert United 


, Church: Sun, Dec 17, 3pm You 


gotta get a gimmick—the adage was 
coined on Broadway in Gypsy, but it 
holds true in all forms of entertain- 
ment, including classical music, which 
really isn’t above such chicanery. 

Now, your gimmick might be that 
you're really, really good—well, that 
might work for the Juilliard String 
Quartet or the Concertgebouw Orkest 
or, according to some reviewers, Pro 
Coro Canada. But the rest of us make 
do with things like catchy concert 
titles: take “Handel’s Messiah in the 
Suburbs,” being sung by Cantemus 
Canada, a community music pro- 


* gramme that makes up in enthusiasm 


what they may lack in polish. 

And their Friday and Sunday con- 
certs are truly in suburbia, as you can 
tell by the addresses of the churches— 
205 Fir Street and 20 Green Grove 
Drive, in Sherwood Park and St. 
Albert, respectively. (Which reminds 
me of my favourite definition of a sub- 
urb: a place where they cut down all 
the trees to build streets which they 
name after the trees.) 

Well, if that impresses you, Pro 
Coro Canada is-performing Messiah in 
Red Deer on Sunday, December 16. 
Now that’s in the boonies. 


. Bari the hatchet 


Songs for Christmastime « All 
Saints Anglican Cathedral « Fri, 
Dec 15, 8pm Everywhere | turn, 
there are singers | went to school with 
in Montreal performing in Edmon- 
ton—and now the tables are turned. 
All those egomaniacs who shunned 
me because my high B-flats weren’t 
perfectly in tune or because my 30- 
second-note runs were turbid are now 
dependent upon me to publicize and 
review their concerts. My, my, how 
the tables have turned, ha ha ha ha 
hall! 

Actually, Michael Meraw was 


always pretty nice to me, and I’m 
glad he’s still singing, not making a 
living as a professional smartass like 
me. A lot has changed since the last 
time | saw him—for example, in 
school he was a countertenor, 
singing the role of Puck in Benjamin 
Britten’s A Midsummer Night's Dream. 
(Myself, | played Tom Snout, the tin- 
ker. That's right, the one who plays 
The Wall during the mechanicals’ 
play. And it was among the most stir- 
ting renditions of an inanimate 
object ever seen upon the opera 
stage.) 

Now Meraw’s a baritone, and 
he’s pianist Jeremy Spurgeon’s latest 
duet partner in the Piano Plus Series. 
They'll perform songs by Rachmani- 
noff, Vaughan Williams and the con- 
temporary composer Francesco 
Santoliquido. None of the songs, by 
the way, has anything whatsoever to 
do with Christmas, despite the con- 
cert’s title. Well, it’s still technically 
accurate: the songs are for Christmas- 
time, not about it. 


Ariose by any other name 


Arlose ¢ First Presbyterian 
Church * Sat, Dec 16, 8pm | have 
to admit | don’t know a lot about the 
women’s choir Ariose—what caught 
my eye is that they’re doing a piece 
(Litanie della Madonna) by Johann 
Michael Haydn, the kid brother of the 
much more famous composer Franz 
Joseph Haydn. Now, there’s a reason 
F.J.‘s famous and ].M. isn’t, but that 
doesn’t mean this piece will be inferi- 
or. I’ve never heard it myself, but what 
| have heard by Haydn the younger 
(like Der Kampf der Busse und 
Gekehrung) has been perfectly 
acceptable. So only one question 
remains: When Mike and Joe were 
kids, did they play Haydn Go Seek? 


Let there be light 


Festival of Light * Winspear Cen- 
tre ¢ Sun, Dec 17, 3pm We North 
Americans may have some fine Christ- 
mas traditions like slaughtering fir 
trees and getting into fistfights over 
Furbys, but other cultures have cus- 
toms that are at least as illuminating. 
Take the Scandinavians, who com- 
memorate St. Lucia’s December 13 
feast day with a festival of light, com- 
plete with parades and lots and lots of 
candles. (It’s the Kabenhavn fire mar- 
shal’s busiest day of the year—there, 
I've finally been able to put a slash 
through two O’s in one article!) 








St. Lucia, by the way, was a 4th- 
century Sicilian who tried to be a 
good Christian by giving all of her 
wedding gifts to the poor. Such 


behaviour was frowned upon in | 


Pagan society, so she was burned at 
the stake. She walked away from the 
fire unsinged, so not to be outdone, 
the powers that be put her to the 
sword—and, sadly, that method of 
execution took. 

Somehow, this Italian martyr’s 
story got conflated with the pagan 
Scandinavian legend of Lusse, a sort of 
bogeywoman who wandered the 
streets on the darkest night of the 
year—and somehow, it turned into a 
joyous festival. In Scandinavian house- 
holds, the oldest daughter of the fami- 
ly plays St. Lucia, dresses in a white 
robe, puts on a crown of candles and 
wakes everybody up with a breakfast 
of coffee and saffron cakes. In fact, 
recipients of the Nobel Prize are often 
in Stockholm on St. Lucia’s Day and 
are woken in this manner—years ago, 
they didn’t warn the non-Scandina- 
vians, and some of the older gentle- 
men thought they’d died-in their 
sleep and were being welcomegreto 
heaven by angels. 

Anyhoo, every year the Alberta 
College Conservatory of Music cele- 
brates St. Lucia’s Day with their own 
Festival of Light at the Winspear Cen- 
tre, featuring a candlelight procession 
and a concert by the Schola Canto- 
rum choirs and guest artists. The tradi- 
tion continues this year on Sunday; 
the guests are harpist Keri Zwicker, 
the RCA Garrison Band Quintet and 
members of the Academy Strings 
Orchestra. 

It’s among the first of many 
Christmastime choral concerts, and 
certainly among the most memorable. 
If you haven’t seen it yet, do so, or St. 
Lucia will get you—oops, that’s right, 
her legend’s benign now. © 
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By DIANNE DONOVAN 


What rhymes with 


| “boplicity”? 


In his new book, Live Evil: A Homage to 
Miles Davis (Thistledown Press, 178 


| pp.), poet Richard Stevenson sets out 


to document the life and music of 
Miles Davis—an ambitious venture 
that Stevenson nevertheless pulls off. 
Stevenson skillfully weaves bits of 
Davis's life story with visceral images 
inspired by his music, in the process 
capturing the dramatic shifts in the 


| legendary trumpeter’s music from 


“cool” stream of consciousness to 
jagged free-form excursions to world 
beat and beat-of-the-street. We relive 
That Mournful Ballad Sound, Kind of 
Blue, Bitches Brew, On the Corner, Tutu 
and many other jazz landmarks. Per- 
haps the greatest achievement of Live 
Evil is that it captures Davis's sense of 


| space. No other musician understood 


space (and hence, time) like Miles 
Davis. Stevenson conjures up Davis’s 


| gritty vernacular so well that it’s as 
| though Davis himself begins relating 


his own story and that of his music, 
with Stevenson merely acting as ste- 
nographer. 

The award-winning, Victoria-born 
Stevenson currently lives and teaches 
in Lethbridge. He has 12 collections of 
Poetry to his credit. Most people usu- 


changing Miles moment, but 
Stevenson, who grew up on rock ‘n’ 
roll, says that Davis didn’t insinuate 
himself into his consciousness until the 
release of the rock-jazz hybrid Bitches 
Brew. He got the idea for writing a 
series of Miles Davis poems in 1980 or 
‘81, long before Davis died—even 
before he heard the man live. Steven- 
son was living and teaching in Nigeria 
at the time; one night, he attended a 
bush shabeen where the local musi- 


| cians were playing kora-like instru- 


ments. The sound reminded him of 
On the Corner—“Probably the first 





world beat album,” Stevenson says. 
Some time later, after reading Miles, 
Quincy Troupe’s ghosted Davis autobi- 
ography, monologues started sprout- 
ing from his pen and Stevenson 





ally name Kind of Blue as their life-- 


RiCHesS TEVENSON 


MILES DAVIS 


began researching Davis’s music in 
earnest, as well as whatever related 
written material he could find. 

Stevenson attended his first Davis 
concert in Vancouver in the early ‘80s 
(during Davis's comeback) and was 
impressed by how the trumpeter 
would allow each soloist free range 
“then step in just when things would 
be getting predictable and change the 
direction of the jam with as few as 
three notes.” 

“The greatest difficulty [about 
writing the book],” Stevenson says, “is 
in getting past mere description to 
metaphoric bedrock. This happens in 
the process of riffing with words, just 
as it happens in playing variations on 
chords or playing modal changes off a 
melody: the process is the same. The 
images tumble over each other in a 
kind of forward-moving melodious 
racket or mellifluous stew.” 

The editing seems to have been 
an easier process. Stevenson shrewdly 
tried to avoid redundancy in the vari- 
ous poems. As he says, “If the piece 
doesn’t illuminate the overall struc- 
ture, out it goes. Of course, | had 
Miles’s example of ‘less is more’ to try 
to live up to.” 

Live Evil would make a great addi- 
tion to any jazz fan’s library. If you 
don’t know too much about Davis, it’s 
an intimate introduction, but | suspect 
the more you know about him, the 
more rewarding the read will be. A 
helpful tip: it’s a special pleasure to 
read each poem while listening to the 
music to which it refers. © 
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By DAVE JOHNSTON 
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Dancing for safety 


Running a harm reduction group isn’t 
easy, especially when most people 
meet you with resistance or take 
advantage of your goodwill for their 
own gain. Over the past year, the 
local volunteer group RaveSafe has 
run up against these obstacles, and 
yet has managed to hang in and 
become one of the dance scene’s 
most ardent defenders. 

It's also an expensive undertaking, 
explains group spokesperson Mike 
Peebles. This Friday, the downtown 
nightclub Trade is hosting a fundraiser 
for the non-profit group, which will 
feature local spinners Tryptomene, 
Tripswitch, Altius and Trade resident 
Davey James. 

“We can’t survive on just the 
donations we get at our booth at par- 
ties,” explains Peebles. While the 
donations help, he says, new initia- 
tives require more cash flow. Aside 
from the day-to-day expenses, the 
group is opening new chapters in Red 
Deer and Calgary, as well as securing 
a new Web domain, www.ravesafe.ca. 
All of the proceeds raised on Friday 
will be handed over to RaveSafe to off- 
set the costs. 

The group plans to hold other 
fund-raisers through the coming 
months as they attempt to raise their 
profile. After the arrest of two 
RaveSafe volunteers at a rave in the 
Sportex last spring, the group has 
been fighting a credibility battle, even 
though the pair were relieved of their 
duties and have stepped away from 
the organization. 

The gesture has improved the 
group’s relationship with government 
agencies looking for ways to deal with 
the use of illicit drugs in the under- 
ground scene. RaveSafe is currently 
involved in an initiative with Chil- 
dren’s Services and AADAC to pro- 
duce a information booklet targeted 
at youths based on a similar project 
Children’s Services tried in Calgary 
earlier this year. 

Peebles figures that the new 
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Is dancing the end of the world? 


alliance will work to the benefit of 
everyone, especially the general pub- 
lic. “Harm reduction has to be part of 
the healthcare process,” he explains. 
“We're trying to convince the govern- 
ment that this is possibly the best way 
to deal with the drug problem right 
now. It’s a step in the process.” 
Apparently RaveSafe’s mission is 
also winning partners within the 
municipal government. Members of 
an ad hoc committee assigned to draft 
recommendations for a possible rave 
club bylaw have suggested that a 
harm reduction group such as 
RaveSafe should become a mandatory 
presence at all parties approved by the 
city. In addition, ticket prices for these 
events may also include a small sur- 
charge to cover the group's expenses. 
While RaveSafe is a participating 
member in the committee, the recom- 
mendation came as a welcome sur- 
prise to the organization, says Peebles. 


New Year's blues 


After the anticlimactic wasteland that 
was New Year's Eve 2000, many pro- 
moters and clubs are shifting toward 
smaller affairs for the impending cele- 
bration. As of press time, no large- 
scale event has been announced. 
Bigger doesn’t always mean better, 
however. Many local clubs have begun 
lining up solid parties that emphasize 
intimacy and spirit rather than blind- 
ing excess. The downtown club Lush is 
presenting Lush2.1: MillennialBeats, 
featuring Tripswitch, David Stone, 
Gundam, Slacks and Anthony Don- 
ahue, while Therapy is preparing an 
intense assortment of DJs for a dusk- 
to-dawn blowout. Other dance clubs 
are following suit, including Trade, 
New City Compound and Parliament. 
The change isn’t a dark omen, but 
a sign of the scene’s growing maturity. 
After all these years, it appears that 
Edmonton is joining the rest of North 
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America by bring the vibe out of the 
cold and back into the clubs. The 
established venues can offer a safe, 
controlled environment since they’re 
not going to be running off anywhere 
at daybreak. The clubs present stabili- 
ty, so all they need is support. If this 
scene is going to avoid any more 
embarrassing coverage, it needs to act 
in a responsible fashion that shows 
the powers that be that it can not 
only look after itself in an intelligent 
fashion, but can also grow into a 
healthy, vibrant component of the 
city’s nightlife, where anyone can 
come and join the party. 

It’s strange, but, as someone 
recently pointed out to me, govern- 
ments, at some point or another, 
have always tried to stop people from 
dancing. It’s kind of ridiculous, isn’t it? 
It’s up to the scene—or at least those 
who don’t posture in expensive 
“raver” gear and use “PLUR” as an 
excuse for reckless, asinine behayv- 
iour—to dispute the perceived threat 
of people having a good time. A 
friend recently paraphrased Pierre 
Trudeau when he observed, “The gov- 
ernment has-ro business on the dance 
floors of the nation.” 

Don’t figure that huge mega- 
Parties are the only place to be. The 
clubs offer superb music, excellent tal- 
ent behind the decks and safety. Get 
out and enjoy them, and treat every 
night like it’s New Year’s Eve. 


Done up in Lace 


Vancouver electronic musician Lace 
has just been signed to Nettwerk 
Records, according to a story on Char- 
tattack.com. Lace, who has been mak- 
ing music since 1982, has become a 
brilliant innovator over the past few 
years, He is one half of the team to 
create Midivid, a MIDI/PC drum mod- 
ule, among other visual toys. A new 
album is planned for 2001.0 
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Hopelessly devoted to Sonica 


ELECTROPROLAPSE 
Thursdays 3AM - 6AM 
DJ Kuch plays trance, 
techno & ambient 


CATCH THE BEAT 
Saturdays 4PM - 6PM 
DJ Spilt Milk plays 
breakbeats, house, 

hip hop & jungle 


FREQUENCY 
Saturdays 

6PM - 8PM 

DJ Deluxx plays 
house & techno 


CARIBBEAN SWING 

Reggae and calypso 

every Saturday night 
from 8 PM to 10 PM 
with KC 


THE BLACK 
EXPERIENCE 

IN SOUND 

Featuring R&B, funk 
& hip hop with Teddy, 
Saturdays, 

10PM to Midnight 


FULL HOUSE 

DJ Tanner and Sonny 
Grimezz play hip hop 
every 

Saturday night 
Midnight - 3AM 





Edmonton quartet's 
sound inspires rabid 
Grande Prairie 
devotion 

DAVID DICENZO 





need a few things first. Talent 

helps, as does a few breaks. But 
there’s one telltale sign of impend- 
ing stardom: groupies. And on that 
basis alone, Edmonton-based tech- 
no-pop band Sonica seem well on 
their way to success. 

Formed in March, the four-piece 
band (Ted Hamelin Jr. 
on guitar, Murray 
Taylor on keys and 
bass, Todd Pretty on 
drums and single- 
monikered lead vocalist Tamara) 
recently won first place in a Grande 
Prairie Sun FM radio star search. 
Keep in mind that this is a band still 
in its embryonic stage, but some 
freakish chick in the small Alberta 
town is convinced that Sonica is the 
cat’s ass. 

And ass—male or female—is 
apparently what she wants. 

“The girl in Grande Prairie 
insists on taking someone from the 
hand to Vegas,” says a perplexed 
Hamelin, the man responsible for 
forming the band. “She’s a super- 
groupie, and she sorta frightens us. 
We won this contest and the radio 
station was playing our song (“Beau- 
tiful and Clean”) about three or four 
times a day, She came out the first 
time we played and it caused some 
weirdness. She knew all of our 


fi f a band’s gonna make it big, they 
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songs, she offered her house, her 
body—it was really good that we 
had to leave town that night. She 
wants anyone in the band, includ- 
ing Tamara. 

“What scares me is, she’s cute.” 

Okay, so the incident isn’t exact- 
ly on the level of the famous Kiss 
orgies of the ‘70s, but hell, it’s all 
right for a band that’s been in 
action only a few months. 


Legume on the run 


Freaky stalkers aside, Hamelin feels 
his new band is poised for a good 
run. And he’s not just talking 
smack. A Vancouver native, 
Hamelin spent years 
with a group called 
Tone that he 
relates was set to 
sign to a big label, but 
the frontwoman at the time, Chic-P 
(or as Ted fondly refers to her, Chic- 
Pee) bailed as the clock was about to 
strike midnight in the fall of 1999. 

It hurt at the time, but Hamelin 
says it was the best thing that could 
have happened. “When it came 
down, it was a big blow,” he says. 
“Her work ethic wasn’t what it had 
to be to make it big—she wanted to 
be a video star. And when the labels 
came, she freaked out. It was a really 
good thing in the end—it’s like find- 
ing out your girlfriend is cheating 
on you. It’s best to know.” 

Hardly discouraged, the ener- 
getic Hamelin looked to get some- 
thing else going, and after 
auditioning 80-plus lasses in San 
Francisco, Seattle and Van (woo- 
hoo), he had heard about some 
woman in Edmonton with a theatre 
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background who would be 
perfect for interpreting his 
upbeat, positive lyrics. 
“Tamara continued to tell me 
she was definitely the shit, so 
I called her bluff and told her 
I was coming to Edmonton,” 
says Hamelin. “It was no 
bluff.” 

“The minute I met Ted, 
he dropped off a demo and I 
was totally blown away—he 
writes amazing songs,” says 
Tamara, a self-proclaimed 
cross between Bif Naked and 
Britney Spears. “Ted knows 
what he’s going to do and I 
want to be part of that.” 


Bridal bitch 


Tamara’s theatrical experi- 
ence has made the transi- 
tion from uninspired cover 
singer to original front- 
woman easy, especially con- 
sidering that Hamelin writes 
songs with her voice in 
mind. The individual talents 
of Pretty and Taylor give the 
group some added polish. 
With ample hours spent 
rehearsing, the result is a tight 
band already possessing its own 
distinct sound. 

“The music blends in with our 
personalities,” says Tamara. “Mur- 
ray’s the ‘professor’ and Todd with 
his dreads.... For me, being in the- 
atre teaches you how to be amazing 
in front of an audience. You have to 
do what you can to make an 
impact.” 

Like occasionally gigging in a 
wedding dress with “bitch” written 








Sonica get a kick out of crazy groupies 


on it. (That’s probably the influence 
of Bif rather than Britney coming 
out.) Here’s a suggestion: keep that 
outfit in the closet the next time 
Sonica plays Grande Prairie. You 
don’t wanna give the cute freak any 
ideas. © 






With Las Vegas Crypt Keepers, 
Vedanta, 70 Sunshine Divine and Hi- 
Phonigs * Urban Lounge ¢ Wed-Thu, 
Dec 13-14 
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BACKROOM VODKA BAR—10324 
Whyte Ave * MON: Atmosphere, down- 
tempo with Dj Deluxx * WED: Roots, breaks 
and hip hop with D] Spilt Milk and weekly 
guests, open mike every week * THU: Board 
Meetings, snowboarding stuff * FRI: 
Chunky Monkey, house with resident D} 
Ryan Mason and guest Djs—DEC 15: Sur- 
prise Guest ¢ SAT: Funkt, house with Dj 
Andy Pockett and Darren Pockett ¢ SUN: 
Sugar, hip hop and R&B with guest Djs 





BLACK DOG FREEHOUSE—10425 
Whyte Ave, 439-1082 » TUE: Digital 
Underdog, hip hop with Dj Tanner and 
guests * SUN: downtempo beats with Dj 
Tryptomene 


CALIENTE NIGHTCLUB—10815 Jasper 
Avenue, 425-0850 ¢ THU: Element, with 
Dj Christopher and weekly guests ¢ FRI: 
Funktion Fridays, hip hop and R&B with Dj 
Invinceable with guests * SAT: Dj Alex 


CRISTAL LOUNGE— 10336 Jasper Ave, 
info 426-7521 * THU: Underground Hip 
Hop with D] Tanner ¢ FRI: DJ Alex ¢ SAT: D} 
Invinceable * SUN: D} Instigate 


THE GALLERY—10018-105 St (late 

night/after hours) ¢ FRI-SAT: Bounce, 
Charlie Mayhem, Jaw-Dee, Juicy, Neil K, 
Ikaro, Protege 


THE IRON HORSE—8101-103 St, 438- 
1907 ¢ SAT: Dj Funshyne aka That TV Dude 
and Heck-U-Bus 


LUSH/THE REV-10030A-102 St., 424- 
2851 © TUES: Triple Threat, hard house with 
Anthony Donahue and guest Djs; WED: 
Main—The Classic, retro with Dj Loki; Vel- 
vet-progressive house with Ariel & Roel « 
THU: Trademark, tech house with residents 
Tryptomene and Spilt Milk, with weekly 
guests—DEC 14: RRFierce and Mike Downey 
(Los Angeles) ¢ FRI: Main-Lift, progressive 
house with Stone & Derkin and Ariel&Roel 
(alternating residency); Velvet-D| Blue Jay * 
SAT: Main-FDCO780, house and breaks with 
Dj Sekshon and Tripswitch, with guests— 
DEC 16: Andy B (Toronto) 


NEW CITY COMPOUND—10167-112 
St., 413-4578 * MON: Lounge—80s 
Metal, with D] Red Dawn * TUE: Lounge— 
Tag Team * WED: Suburbs—Punchdrunk, 
mixed with Dj Squirrelly B and Johnny R. 
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Soule ¢ THU: Suburbs—XXXClassicXXX, 
classic altrock with nikrofeelya ¢ FRI: Free- 
dom, tech house with Djs Nicky Miago, 
Jakob, Malfunkt and guests * SAT: Saturdays 
Suck, rock with DJs Blue Jay and Schizo ¢ 
SUN: SDee’Pornge Sundays, with Kool 
Hand Luc and Dj Thread 


PARLIAMENT—10551 Whyte Ave 
TUES: Anthem, jungle with DJ Celcius and 
weekly guests * THU: Main—House of 
Commons with Geoffrey | and Styles, with 
guests; Gallery—house with Dj Junior 
Brown, Solo and MC Curtisy ® FRI; Fevah, 
hip hop and R&B with Djs Ice & Qwake; 
Gallery: Euphoria, with DJ Code Red SAT: 
High Society, house with Junior Brown; 
Gallery: DJ Code Red * SUN: Sunday Ses- 
sions 


POWER PLANT—North Power Plant 
Building, U of A ¢ FRI: Inga’s Night Out, 
retro dance mix with Dj Inga 


THE ROOST—10345-104 St, 426-3150 
* MON: D| Jazzy; TUE: D] Jazzy; WED: DJ 
Mikee; FRI: downstairs-D] Weena Luv; 
upstairs-Dj Mikee; SAT: Downstairs-D) 
Jazzy; upstairs-D] Mikee; Sunday: D} Jazzy 


SUBLIME (late night/after 

hours)-10147-104 St., Bsmt. 905-8024 

* FRI: aka Vaas, Mr, Rowley, Desolate © SAT: 
Manny Mullato, Graham Lock 


SUGARBOWL—10936-88 Ave * SAT: The 
Missing Chapters, downtempo funk with 
Dr. Durant and Cicero 


THERAPY (late night/after 
hours)-10028-102 Street (alley 
entrance), info 903-7666 * THU: Saki & 
Spanky, Alias, Latitude, Fusion, mes, 
Leyt Knight, MC Twitch ¢ FRI: DJs Trip- 
switch, CoolHandLuc, Tryptomene, Latitude 
© SAT: D Dragon, Alias, Saki & S 

Olivier LaCroix, Slacks # THU DEC 21: Evol, — 
with Alias, Short-E, Slacks, Crunchee, Tryp- 
tomene, Dragon, Saki and Spanky 


TRADE—10089 Jasper Avenue, 425- — 
8787 © THU: Flashback with Dj Lefty * FRI: 
Free Trade, with Davey James ® SAT: In, 

Ariel & Roel ¢ SUN: Breakfast at Tiffany's, 
with Tiffswitch and Donahue ¢ FRI 
DEC 15: RaveSafe Spree th with * 
tomene, Tripswitch, Altius is 
* FRI DEC 29: Max Graham ne aes 
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HisBalls until.10:30pm 


10167-112st | Doors @ 9pm 
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*,..it really has very beautiful, moody music...a great) 
CD to curl up with when you’re out ‘on an unforgiving 
landscape of the winter” 
4” -JATIBEAT CBC 


*,..you’ll feel as though you’ve been transported into a 
“genuine jazz club...the epitome of Smooth sensuous jazz, 
__offering solace but leaving behind a lingering simmer” 
~~ © «WAYNE ARTHURSON, VUE WEEKLY 
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All | want for Xmas is my MP3 


Yuletide gift ideas 
for the discerning 
music fan 


By DAVE JOHNSTON — 


hristmas is the one time of 
year we want to be given 

totally impractical things. We 
want our flu-flubers, our tar-tinkers, 
our hoo-hoovers and our gar- 
dinkers. Heck, we even want our 
hoo-whunkers as big as we can get 
them. We cherish them for a short 
while and then cast them aside, 
wishing we actually got a toaster. Or 
black socks. 

Nevertheless, Christmas seems 
to be the time every cool trinket and 
gadget gets rolled out—and, at least 
for now, we want them all. This 
year, thanks to the digital media 
explosion, music fans have a lot to 
choose from, yet there also seems to 
be plenty around for the Luddites. 
Giving somebody a CD is only the 
beginning. 

Among the most popular gizmos 
winding up under trees this year 
will be MP3 players, which allow 
users to carry all that music they've 
downloaded onto their computers 
out on their travels. While the gee- 
whiz factor of these gadgets is fairly 
high, their practicality is still open 
to question. Cost is also a major fac- 
tor: a portable CD player will only 
cost you roughly $150, while a basic 
MP3 player sits close to $500. The 
extreme example of this 
is the Nomad Juke- 
box, which you 
can pick up at 
Future Shop for around 
$769.99. It’s a fascinating bit of 
machinery, though—a 6GB memory 
that will hold 100 hours of music in 
MP3 format, all wrapped up in a 
unit that’s a bit larger than a Disc- 
man. The unit also records audio 
from external sources and the soft- 
ware can be updated through the 
Internet. 

Philips, the company that 
invented the CD, has created an 
alternative player, eXpanium, 
which plays CDs, CD-Rs and CD- 
RWs burned with either CD audio 
or MP3s. The $199 (U.S.) price tag is 
also a little easier to swallow, and 
feels less bulky than the Jukebox. Its 
biggest flaw is a lack of ID3 support, 
which means if you’ve named all 
your MP3s, the unit will not display 
the info. Still, it’s a good deal and 
it's available through MP3.com. 

If fashion is a consideration, 
both Nike and Casio have taken 
advantage of microprocessors to cre- 
ate futuristic players that can blend 
in with any outfit. Nike’s 
psa[play120 is the first digital 
audio player designed for sports 
enthusiasts, weighing less than a 
wallet. (Which is funny, when you 
consider how light the wallet 
becomes after you see the $469.99 
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price tag.) The psa[play120 holds 64 
MB of music (about 120 minutes) in 
MP3 format, and hooks up to either 
Mac or PC with its USB interface. 
Casio’s Audio Wrist Watch, the 
WMP-1V, not only plays 33 min- 
utes of music in MP3 format, but it 
can also tell you the time. It can 
also cost you $249 (U.S.) through 
Casio.com. 


Wild Boys 


The other new format making great 
strides is DVD, which many musi- 
cians are embracing to capture their 
far-flung multimedia notions. The 
Beastie Boys have jumped into the 
fray with an excellent, cutting-edge 
double disc through 
the Criterion Col- 
lection. Nearly all 
of their videos are 
included, which you 
can reassemble on the fly using 
alternate footage and retrack the 
audio with special remixes. Hard 
rockers Tool have also issued a 
combination DVD/CD set that cov- 
ers their influential back catalogue. 
Salival features videos and live 
tracks, and comes rolled up with a 
56-page colour booklet. Conversely, 
Quebecois chanteuse Celine Dion’s 
DVD retrospective, All the Way: A 
Decade of Song and Video, tracks the 
singer's astonishing rise to the top 
of the adult pop world. Among the 
features is a historic photo gallery 
and live cuts culled from her televi- 
sion appearances. 

Even the foul-mouthed Eminem 
has decided to make his case before 
the end of the year. E is the rapper’s 
visual statement, gathering together 
his choice video clips, including the 
unsettling “Stan,” his latest single. 
Also, his thoughts have also wound 
up in a book, Angry Blonde. The 145- 
page collection includes all the 
lyrics to his controversial songs, 
along with some autobiographical 
insight from Eminem himself. 

Not to be outdone, Isaac Hayes 
has decided to step out from behind 
his South Park persona and show us 
how good he is as a real-life Chef. 









Cooking With Heart and Soul is a col- 
lection of the singer's favourite 
recipes, along with some helpful 
hints on entertaining the Isaac 
Hayes way. There are no instruc- 
tions on how to deal with burnt 
Chocolate Salty Balls, however. 


Unto you a saviour 
is Bjorn 


This Christmas, ABBA fans will 
have a choice to make in the book- 
store, since two supposedly defini- 
tive histories of the Swedish pop 
group have just been released. From 
ABBA to Mamma Mia!, by Anders 
Hanser and Carl Magnus Palm, is 
the officially sanctioned tome, full 
of flattering photos, stories and rare 
artwork that explores the phenome- 
nal success of the group from the 
inside. Meanwhile, ABBA: The Book, 
by journalist Jean-Marie Potiez, ana- 
lyzes the group’s rise, fall and revival 
chronologically, and also features 
tare photographs and interviews 
with everyone involved. Really, the 
biggest difference between the two 
is that one of them lacks a reversed 
“B” on the cover. 

If literacy is a problem, perhaps 
toys are the answer. McFarlane Toys 
have made their fortune with the 
elaborate Spawn action figures, 
based on the comic book created by 
artist Todd McFarlane. The compa- 
ny is also known for their exacting 
collectible figurines based on 
movies and popular culture, includ- 
ing their essential Bob and Doug 
McKenzie and Hanson Brothers 
sets. Music fans will enjoy the com- 
pany’s latest creations. The new 
series of figures based on the ani- 
mated Yellow Submarine feature 
casts The Beatles in all of their 
cartoon glory. You can also re-expe- 
rience your favourite Kiss concert 
with the new Kiss Alive set, as well 
as relive your nightmares with fig- 
ures based on Alice Cooper and 
Rob Zombie. You can probably 
find these at any local comic book 
or collectors’ shop. Besides, what 
would Christmas be without a toy 
under the tree? © 


Abbe MUSIC WEEKEND NIGHTS 
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Karin PLato SNOWFLAKE SEASON 


jazz vocalist Karin Plato hits the mark 
with this very original Christmas jazz 
CD. Snowflake Season opens with an 
upbeat Latin reading of “Jingle Bells” 
which does a good job of getting us in 
the spirit. The subsequent tunes include 
some truly fine originals (including the 
title track) and a few lovely traditional 
pieces. When trumpeter Brad Turner (a 
welcome addition to any recording) 
ushers in the lovely jazz waltz version of 
“Carol of the Bells,” the songs seems to 
swing on a cushion of fresh snow, with 
Plato's hushed voice helping him 
spread the word. Plato's writing is par- 
ticularly strong on “Snow”; the melody 
moves and shifts like snow drifting. 
Meanwhile, the guitar/vocal perform- 
ance of “Her Gift” (a song for a little girl 
Plato knows) has some lovely changes 
over a bossa rhythm; the sound here 
has an intimacy that’s reminiscent of 
Tuck and Patti. 

Plato is a wonderful singer (Juno- 
nominated, no less) with the control of 
Cleo Laine who utilizes inventive 
phrasing to paint her pictures. This 
release is so fresh-sounding it won’t 
wear out its welcome even after Christ- 
mas. ¥evr tet —Dianne Donovan 

























Rocu Voisine CHaisrmas Is Catting 
i _ (BMG) : 
Settling the question of his sexual ori- 
entation once and for all (he’s straight, 
dammit), the New Brunswick-born 
rooner enters the Christmas fray 
proudly holding aloft an album he says 
is fans begged him to do. Sounding 
larmingly like Anne Murray on a few 
acks (“Silent Night,” “White Christ- 
mas” and “The Christmas Song”), Voi- 
ine delivers a fairly straight-up 
fendering of seasonal chestnuts. No 
urprises, although I'll give him credit 
or his restrained performances and an 
en hand with the massive string sec- 
ion backing up his acoustic guitar on 
Happy Christmas,” “Christmas Is Call- 
ig” and “O Holy Night.” 

Voisine’s creamy vocals are nicely 
omplemented by the occasional 
hoir flourish roaring up from the 
ackground. The disc is pleasant 
ough (with lots of blurry childhood 
in the liner notes), but | suspect its 
Ppeal will register solely with Voisine 
Ss or hopeless Christmas diehards. 
Ye —Dana McNainn 












Another Rosie Christmas, daytime 
“show hostess and arrested-devel- 
ent case Rosie O’Donnell delivers 
cond volume of Christmas music 
turing a cross-section of lite-FM 
instays, First the bad: “I’m Gonna 
: ail Santa,” a duet between O'Don- 

| and Billy Gilman, is as dismal a 
lodern” Christmas song as its name 
g9ests. The only tune | can think of 
has less chance of becoming a 
Christmas classic is... Donna 
mer’s “Rosie Christmas,” whose 


MGS 


portrayal of Rosie O’Donnell as noth- 
ing less than the spirit of Christmas 
incarnate is absolutely shameless. 

Now the good. Er... er... well, Des- 
tiny Child’s “Spread a Little Love on 
Christmas Day” is a pretty good slice 
of Christmas R&B. And surprisingly, 
Ricky Martin and O’Donnell’s duet on 
the idiotically titled “Ay, Ay, Ay, It’s 
Christmas” has a certain campy 
appeal. (The song is about a guy who 
forgot to give his girlfriend a Christ- 
mas present and features incompre- 
hensible lyrics like “Girl, pretend my 
arms are like shining big red 
bows/Wrapped around your kisses 
underneath the magic mistletoe.”) 
Macy Gray shows up to sing “Winter 
Wonderland,” which surely makes her 
the only person ever to record duets 
with Rosie O’Donnell and Fatboy Slim 
in the same year. 

Any other good features? Well, 
even though eight of the disc’s 14 
tracks are duets with O’Donnell, her 
voice has been mixed and treated and 
sweetened so thoroughly that the 
results are nowhere near as grating as 
they ought to be. (For that achieve- 
ment alone, the engineers deserve a 
special Grammy award.) And how 
upset can this disc make you, consid- 
ering the money it raises goes toward 
children’s charities? %* ¥ —PauL 
MatwycHuk 


Various Artists PLATINUM 
Curistmas (Arista/Jive/BMG) 


Have yourself a boy-band little Christ- 
mas. If you’re enthralled by any of the 
teen acts currently clogging up the 
airwaves, then this disc is your wet 
dream. Spears, Aguilera, Backstreet 
Boys, ‘N Sync and S$ Club 7 each con- 
tribute their shoo-be-doos to this 
release. Nothing much to note about 
any of the aforementioned acts’ 
tracks, because it’s only the presence 
of the word “Christmas” in the lyrics 
that distinguishes them from any of 
their customary love ballads. (The sole 
exception is Christina Aguilera, who 
performs “Silent Night” and sounds 
much like Leann Rimes did doing 
“Amazing Grace” on her own CD.) 

This disc is somewhat redeemed, 
however, by the inclusion of a few 
original songs. Santana performs a 
suave instrumental track, and Jars of 
Clay strum what | think is the coolest 
rendition of “Little Drummer Boy” 
ever. Sadly, these gems don’t appear 
until halfway through the disc, so most 
post-pubescent listeners will likely have 
already hit the shuffle button. Dave 
Matthews does a suitably enigmatic 
acoustic number, which Dido follows 
up with a memorable toe-tapper. 

Then we're into the last segment 
of the CD, which is heavier on the 
R&B as Toni Braxton, Joe, TLC and 
Whitney Houston add some slow pet- 
ting rhythms to their attempts to cap- 
ture the millennial Christmas spirit. 
This schizophrenic collection should 
probably have been three completely 
different discs; its main drawback is 
the way it tries to reach too many 
incompatible audiences all at once. 
That, and the fact that boy bands 
suck, Yrs —Mart Bromey 






Oh the state of culture! Christmas 
albums have always been about scrap- 
ing up a little extra cash for the record 
companies, but in recent years, things 
seem to have gotten worse than ever. 
The Ally McBeal Christmas album is 
filled with the same depressing char- 
acters that you can catch on the 





reVUEs of this week’s 
newest discs 





weekly television program and serves 
only to demonstrate that not only are 
Calista Flockhart and Jane Krakowski 
bad actresses, but bad singers as well. 

Series regular Vonda Shepard is 
featured on the majority of the tracks, 
which provides a bit of a respite from 
the little-girl-angel voices of Flockhart 
and Krakowski. Robert Downey Jr. 
appears here with two tracks: one is a 
not-too-bad version of Joni Mitchell’s 
“River,” while the other, unfortunately, 
is “White Christmas.” (Poor Robert 
Downey, busted for coke in Beverly 
Hills three weeks before Christmas, 
nevertheless wins the award for most 
ironic song choice of the season.) *x 
—IlAN MULDER 


Linpa Ronstapt A Merry LITTLe 
CuristMAs (ELEKTRA) 
Linda Ronstadt’s new Christmas album 
is a curious mixture of familiar secular 
Yuletide songs like “White Christmas” 
and “I'll Be Home for Christmas” and 
tunes like “Past Three O'Clock,” “I 
Wonder As | Wander” and “Lo, How a 
Rose E’re Blooming,” which probably 
only the most hardcore of carol buffs 
will recognize. The real find on the 
disc is “Xicochi, Xicochi,” a seasonal 
Nahuatl song whose words may be 
completely unpronounceable but 
whose melody is unusually haunting. 
This disc is tasteful in the 
extreme—halfway through, Ronstadt 
recedes into the background, never to 
re-emerge, and allows two different 
boys’ choirs to run the show in her 
absence. If you’re looking for an album 
to put on the stereo last on Christmas 
Eve as the family huddles quietly 
around the fireplace and watches the 
logs pop, this is the one. (Tip for par- 
ents: this disc is so tranquil, it'll proba- 
bly have the kids nodding off as early 
as 8:30 p.m.) Ronstadt’s voice is as 
eminently listenable as ever, but her 
performances here never rise above the 
workmanlike. That, coupled with her 
sudden disappearance after track 
seven, gives A Merry Little Christmas the 
feel of a project Ronstadt lost interest in 
long before she completed it. trv ¥ 
—Paut MATWwYCHUK 


Various Artists Hear Music 

Xmas Votume 3 (EMI/Caprror) 
It’s hard to find original music at Xmas 
time. Come the holidays, the usual 
handful of holiday songs are once 
again pulled out, dusted off and either 
reshuffled into various “new” CD com- 
pilations or blandly re-recorded by that 
year’s musicians du jour. But there’s 
hope, and it comes from the unlikeli- 
est, most avaricious of places: the folks 
at Starbucks are distributing a Christ- 

mas compendium with a difference. 

What impressed me most about 
this assortment of songs is the range of 
emotions they express—this is not 
shopping mall music, but intimate 
songs that portray everything from joy 
to pain at the approach of the holidays. 
Ray Charles and Betty Carter swoon 
like lovesick teens, while Ella Fitzgerald 
pines for her lover. Cocteau Twins and 
Nat King Cole evoke the magic of the 
season, while Dean Martin and Frank 
Sinatra mourn the distance of loved 
ones with an acuteness that only the 
holiday season can provoke. 

There's a lot of blues on this disc, 
which won't make for particularly 
uplifting mood music—somewhat 
ironic for a record put out by a caffeine 
company—but it's poignant stuff. In 
coffee lingo, I'd call it full-bodied, with 
a bittersweet aftertaste. A nice change 
from the usual saccharine medleys. 
Yet —Mart Bromey 
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\ ai Mail: “It's Professor Mills. 
The exam has been rescheduled 
for Monday.” 


Fax: Super Seat Sale! 
Escape to Mexico today. 
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Groovy situation: Pacha and Kuzco in The Emporer’s New Groove 


Carefree Emperor’s 
New Groove Is best 
Disney cartoon in 
ages 

‘By PAUL MATWYCHUK 


eauty and the Beast may have 
B- the worst thing ever to 

happen to animated movies. 
The critical acclaim the film 
received, not to mention the Oscar 
nomination for Best Picture (neither 
of which it deserved, if you ask me) 
ushered in a wave of 


self-important Dis- 
ney cartoons like 
feocahontas, The 


Hunchback of Notre 
Dame and Mulan, pipsqueak epics 
stuffed to the gills with garish, 
panoramic landscapes, torrid emo- 
tions and Broadway-style scores. 
(How did Disney ever get it into 
their heads that there was nothing 
kids loved more than glitzy Broad- 
way show tunes?) These films tried 
so hard to achieve the kind of Great 
Art usually associated with live- 
action films—they were like David 
Lean conceived by committee—that 
they forgot all about the kind of dis- 
teputable fun that animated movies 
have always been best at providing. 
What, you wanted to ask, was mak- 
ing all those Disney characters so 
mopey when they lived in a world 
where they could fall off hundred- 
foot cliffs and, once they shooed 
away the birds circling around their 
heads, walk away unharmed? 

That’s why the new Disney ani- 
mated feature The Emperor’s New 
Groove is so refreshing—it has the 
zippy, carefree feel of something 
that was filmed on the Disney back- 
lot using a bunch of sets left over 
from the Little Mermaid shoot. The 
script feels a little thrown-together, 
the backgrounds seem a little gener- 
ic, the characters look a little hastily 
drawn—and all of those are good 
things. I’ll take the silly, slightly 
ramshackle Road to Rio fun of The 
Emperor's New Groove over a deathly 
dull “film for the ages” like Fantasia 
2000 any day of the week. It’s the 
best, most footloose Disney cartoon 
since Aladdin. 


Incan’s assassination 


The Emperor’s New Groove takes 
lace in an unnamed ancient 


South American kingdom, ruled. 
Over by the pampered, self-centred — 


-mperor Kuzco (voiced by David 
Pade in full “li’l stinker” mode). 


animated 
reVUE 


Kuzco lives in such luxury, his 
every whim indulged so readily— 
Tom Jones even sings his theme 
song—that he barely registers the 
risk he’s taking when he fires his 
overly ambitious, extremely 
vengeful crone of an advisor Yzma 
(Eartha Kitt) from her duties. 
(“Murder me?” Kuzco remarks at 
one point. “Why? The whole 
world revolves around me!”) Yzma 
hatches a plot to poison the 
Emperor; however some confusion 
over the labels of the potions in 
her secret lab results in her acci- 
dentally changing Kuzco into a 
talking llama instead. 

Unfazed, Yzma 

assumes the 

throne anyway. 
Kuzco, meanwhile, 
must team up with a reluctant 
peasant named Pacha (John Good- 
man) to figure out how to re-enter 
the palace and restore himself to 
human form, 

It’s no mystery how this plot 
will develop—obviously, the newly 
humbled Kuzco will learn to 
become a better person thanks to 
his dependence on the lowly but 
good-hearted Pacha—but at least 
he doesn’t sing any Tim 
Rice/Stephen Schwartz ballads to 
indicate he’s learned his lesson. In 
fact, The Emperor’s New Groove 
recalls the tone of the old Warner 
Brothers cartoons more than it 
does Disney; David Spade’s charac- 
terization of the spoiled Kuzco 
owes a lot to Daffy Duck’s spineless 
but vigourous egotism. The film- 
makers have a lot of fun breaking 
the fourth wall of the film—during 
one nicely handled sequence 
devoted to Pacha’s relationship 
with his wife and children, Kuzco 
literally stops the film to remind 
the audience that the movie is 
actually about him. (Not even the 
blatant inconsistencies in the plot 
bother anybody very much—“I 
know,” one character says during a 
particularly puzzling turn of 
events. “By all logic, it really does- 
n’t make any sense at all.”) 


Here’s looking at you, Kitt 


The movie’s not all sloppy gags, 
though; there’s a very funny 
sequence set at an Incan greasy 
spoon where Pacha and Kuzco, 
without realizing it, consistently 
avoid being spotted by Yzma and 
her henchman by the narrowest 
of margins; and another intri- 
cately choreographed bit where 
RAR BT TR SESEESIOD 

> SEE PAGE 38 


VUE WEEKLY « DECEMBER 14 - DECEMBER 20, 2000 ° 3S 
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Waydowntown City, a popular tour guide to Cal- _ going about their business.” the future,” Burns says, “but 
Eee ; gary’s weirdest places), turns the Perhaps one of the reasons’ only like a year in the 
satirizes Calgary S idea into high comedy by having _ Burns and his crew could do their future—and they never go 
self-contained his characters take the challenge work with a minimum of unwant- _ outside. I’m excited about the 
quite seriously, eventually going ed attention is the film’s very natu- _ science fiction elements.” 

urban core to some silly extremes to try and__ ral acting style. Burns doesn’t For now, however, Burns 





By JOSEF BRAUN 


ilmmaker Gary Buns is what 
F::: might call a reluctant Cal- 

garian. His third and latest fea- 
ture, the cool and comic corporate 
culture satire Waydowntown, while 
always maintaining a playful atti- 
tude, efficiently takes the piss out of 
one of Calgary’s most peculiar urban 
developments: the ever-expanding 
+15 (that’s 15 feet above street level) 
second-storey pedway system. 
(We've got about five similar ped- 
ways here in Edmonton.) Born and 
taised in Cowtown, Burns has spent 
his life watching not only the city’s 
outward expansion into endless 
homogeneous residential areas, but 
the increasing condensation and 
corporate-friendly remodelling (or 
just plain re-constructing) of its 
downtown core. Escaping our sud- 
den bitter cold snap over some pints 
of room-temperature Guinness, 
Burns needed little coaxing to get 
him talking about his hometown’'s 
changing face. 

“| think it’s kind of unhealthy 
for a city to grow as fast as Calgary 
has,” Burns offers. “It’s kind of sad, 
really. A common conversation 
between my wife and I usually ends 
up like, ‘Oh my God, look what 
they’re doing there!’ and then 
‘Yeah, I know, but look what’s 
being torn down over there!’ After a 
while we have to make a point of 
changing the subject so as not to 
get depressed.” 

Waydowntown’s central plot 
device concerns four young 
employees of the same law firm— 
all of whom live and work within 
access of the +15 system—betting 
to see who can go the longest 
without ever going outside. The 
same idea has probably been 
dreamed up many times before as 
a corny joke or as fodder for 
urban myths by people who live 
downtown (or by college kids who 
live in res). But Burns, with the 
help of co-writer James Martin 
(who wrote Calgary: Secrets of the 


win a competition that seems 
more masochistic than rewarding. 

“The +15s started out as just a 
great way to throw people together 
in an uncomfortable situation,” 
Burns says. “But I’ve hated these 
things for years. In Calgary, I think 
the +15s were originally conceived 
as just sort of a cute idea with no 
ulterior motive, but there are some 
American cities where it’s actually 
set up as a class thing. You know, 
how do you keep wealthy people 
from having to walk on the street? 
It’s there to separate the rich and 
the poor, and it’s really disturbing. 
Of course, in Calgary, it’s just a mat- 
ter of time before it’s the same; it’s 
not like you see panhandlers or 
buskers in there now. I don’t know 
how you can have a street life or 
street culture and have this ridicu- 
lous system.” 


If you've seen one, 
you've seen the mall 


Yet as much as Burns is upset by the 
development, using the +15s and the 
downtown commercial core as a loca- 
tion to work in turned out to be easier 
and more fun than one might expect. 
The crew actually filmed on location 
during mall and office business hours, 
shooting passers-by instead of extras. 
The malls even allowed them to roam 
about free of charge and with almost 
no limitations. 

“In a way, I hate to come down 
on Calgary because it’s such a great 
place to shoot,” says Burns. “There’s 
not a lot of filming going on, so 
people aren’t pissed off with film 
crews. We shot on digital video so 
people would see us and just think, 
‘Oh, it’s just A Channel,’ so they 
wouldn’t gawk—but we still had a 
crew of 30 people hanging around. 
As well, downtown Calgary has vir- 
tually no vacancies, so we had only 
rented out these three very small 
offices, and all the other ones you 
see when the characters walk down 
the hallways were actually being 
used by professionals at their daily 
work. They were great about it, just 


10238 - 104 Street 


rehearse his actors (a tactic that’s 
the result as much of necessity as 
of choice), but tries to cast strong 
performers who are well within the 
character’s type, and he has them 
approach their roles in as down-to- 
earth a manner as possible. Way- 
downtown’s detours into quirky 
characters either consist of rapid 
near-non-sequiturs (like the occa- 
sional stoic superhero running by), 
or dwell mainly in the confines of 
the office space (like Don McKel- 
lar’s suicidal loner Sadly I’m 
Bradley). The film has a great ease 
in the way it displays contempo- 
rary human behaviour, usually 
staying on the plausible side of 
wacky—given the scenario. 

“I always find it most interest- 
ing to see people interact when 
they’re at their worst,” Burns 
explains. “I’ve always been kind of 
an observer. When I started making 
movies, I just wanted to show 
something but not draw any con- 
clusions or offer any solutions. But 
really, it’s the easiest thing to do, to 
just criticize something. In Way- 
downtown | did try to have a bit of 
character development, having 
Tom struggle with his conscience. 
But the format of film is so ridicu- 
lous, though, in that it always 
wants to teach characters this 
grand lesson in a short amount of 
time, lessons that in real life take 
years and years.” 


Booth and consequences 


Burns may find himself having to 
contrive resolutions in even more 
challenging circumstances soon, as 
he’s discussing the possibility of a 
Waydowntown televi- 

sion series which 

would capitalize on 

the film’s zanier set- 

pieces, like special cubi- 

cles for smoking and even some 
soundproof cubicles in which officer 
workers can vent their tension by 
screaming. (These mysterious glass 
booths actually exist—they’re at the 
end of one of the +15s). “It's set in 


423-LUNA 





is enjoying the mounting 
success of his Waydowntown 
film. Response to the film in 
other cities is already sur- 
passing his expectations, 
and it will soon be distrib- 
uted in the all-important 
American market. I asked 
him how his fellow Calgari- 
ans reacted to Waydown- 
town’s portrait of their city (where 
it opened a few weeks ago), and it 
sounds like the film’s oddball 
humour was contagious. 

“Before the film even opened in 
Calgary, my producer was walking 


By JOSEF BRAUN 


Ithough still only a trainee at 
A: downtown Calgary law 

firm, young Tom is already 
suffering the symptoms of corporate 
claustrophobia: he’s becoming fraz- 
zled with fear over his increasing 
sense of disaffectedness, of losing his 
humanity trapped in the st ; 
towers of recycled air with a popula- 
tion of cold and zombie-like walking 


Director Gary Burns 





through one of the +15s, and there 
were some kids who had been to the 
sneak preview who were screaming 
in one those soundproof glass 
booths we used, so I think maybe it 
was a hit.” © 


suits. Despite his unease (or perhaps mai 


because of it), he partakes in a group 
bet with three other young co-work- 


ers to see who can stay indoors the 
longest. They all live in the down- — 


town core, an astound- 
ing percentage of 


which is linked by a 


storey-level ped if 
thus allowing them to live, work, 
shop, eat and entertain themselve 
‘without ever being exposed to d 
light or fresh air. Deftly der 


La} 
city’s 20-years-and-still-going 
ness boom, and teeming 
modern eccentricities | 


from the overeducated, future-fear- 


‘ing benefactors of former ma 


Klein’s corporate friendly, n 
riche reign, ntowr 


cond 
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His name was Lola... 


Lola and Billy the 
Kid examines 
Berlin's gay and 
Turkish subcultures 
“BRAUN 


ola is a sassy showgirl, Bili is 
L': handsome rockabilly 

boyfriend. In another film, 
perhaps these two lovers could 
have a real life togeth- 
er; one senses a cer- 
tain sweetness 
lurking underneath 
Bili’s cool exterior and 
a longing for something deeper in 
Lola’s eyes. But in Kutlug Ataman’s 
Lola and Billy the Kid, which 
deposits these two in the triple-stig- 
ma fringe realm of Berlin’s gay, 
transvestite, Turkish immigrant 
subculture, outside forces assure 
they never really have a chance. 
Lola is not only an immigrant but a 
refugee from an abusive family. Bili 
is a hustler who defies anyone who 
tells him he’s gay—being gay is the 
worst thing you could be, he says. 
Without coming right out and say- 
ing it, he dreams of Lola getting a 
sex-change and the two becoming 
just a regular family, but Lola 
knows better. 

Writer/director Ataman has 
developed an ambitious work with 
Lola and Billy the Kid, and, despite 
a few awkward twists here and 
there, it comes off remarkably well. 
The film’s title characters are but 
two of the highly marginalized 
individuals who populate Ataman’s 
world, which eventually comes to 








include several people suffering 
from every level and type of homo- 
sexual repression. At the story’s 
heart is Murat, a young Turk just 
becoming fully cognizant of his 
homosexuality who must fend for 
himself against his older brother 
Osman, a bullying asshole cabdriv- 
er who constantly talks to Murat 
about the importance of “getting 
pussy.” Osman’s homophobia is so 
deeply rooted, so idiotic, that, 
while he surely realizes his broth- 
er’s budding sexual 
preference, he 
nonetheless tries 
to force Murat into 
bed with a female pros- 
titute. It is in the characterization 
of Osman, though, that Lola even- 
tually goes too far in its attempt to 
weave as neat and cathartic a 
daisy-chain of homophobic 
tragedy as possible. Still, the film 
has much to offer in the process of 
getting there. 


Gaysploitation flicks? 


Hot on the heels of such films as 
Relax... It’s Just Sex and the cur- 
rently screening Urbania, Lola and 
Billy the Kid rides a recent wave of 
what could be called “gay revenge 
flicks.” The trend is both exciting 
as a form of empowerment and 
disturbing in its violent reaction- 
ism (a bit like many ’70s blax- 
ploitation films). But Lola, like the 
other films I’ve mentioned, does 
not glorify violent means and tries 
to portray a greater infrastructure 
of gay culture, one that’s as full of 
hope as it is of despair—and 
believe me, if the kind of anti-gay 


and racists threat depicted in the 
Berlin of this film is at all accu- 
tate, there’s plenty of reaS6n to 
despair. (Things are even worse in 
Ataman’s Turkish homeland— 
after the film’s release there, the 
openly gay director received so 
many death threats he was forced 
to flee the country.) 

But one of the film’s more 
light and amusing stories follows 
another young Turkish hustler 
friend of Bili named Iskander, 
who gets taken out for Chinese 
food by an older client, a rich 
architect whom he becomes reluc- 
tantly close to. The hot-tempered 
Iskander provides a welcome bit 
of comic relief—due in no small 
part to his magnificently cheesy 
facial hair—and has one of the 
film’s most interesting journeys. 


Ataman’s Lola not equal 
to Fassbinder’s 


With its clash of traditional Turk- 
ish sensibilities, gay pride and 
Aryan bigotry, Lola and Billy the 
Kid takes some of the most com- 
plicated kinds of relationships pos- 
sible and uses them as an unforced 
plea for tolerance. Ataman may 
not exactly replace Fassbinder in 
redefining the wilder, dramatic 
side of German fringe-ghetto cul- 
ture, but Lola succeeds on enough 
levels and runs on enough heart to 
engage until its semi-satisfying 
grand finale. © 





‘ Lola and Billy the Kid 
* Dire ed ‘by Kutlug Ataman ® Starring 


Baki Davrak, Gandi Mukli and Erdal 
Yildiz * Now playing 
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-_ Where’ ‘s My Car? (CO, FP) 
Ashton Kutcher and Seann William Scott 
star in Layin’ Low director Danny Leiner’s 
teen comedy about a pair of potheads 
who must retrace the events of their 
previous night's wild partying in order 
to locate their missing automobile. 


(at) The Emperor’s New Groove 
(CO, FP) The voices of David 
dl Spade and John Goodman are 
featured in this animated feature about 
the spoiled teenaged emperor of an 
ancient South American kingdom who 
teams up with a peasant to undo the 
magical spell that has turned him into a 
llama. 


The Films of Hérménegilde Chias- 
son (M) Two documentary films by the 
Acadian filmmaker: Jack Kerouac’s Road: 
A Franco-American Odyssey (1989) and 
Robichaud (1990). Thu, Dec 14, 7pm, 
Zeidler Hall, The Citadel 


Frederick Wiseman series (M) A 
selection of films by the renowned 
American documentarian, featuring: 
Model (1980) (Fri, Dec 15, 7pm); Titicut 
Follies (1967) (Sat, Dec 16, 7pm); and 
Belfast, Maine (1999) (Sun, Dec 17, 
6:30pm). Zeidler Hall, The Citadel 


Waydowntown (CO) Fab Filip- 
Srtq po, Don McKellar, Marya Delver 
lS and Gordon Currie star in Kitchen 
Party director Gary Burns’s comedy 
about four young office workers living in 
Calgary's downtown core who make a 
bet to see which of them can go the 
longest without stepping outside. 


What Women Want (CO, FP) Mel 
Gibson and Helen Hunt star in The Par- 
ent Trap director Nancy Meyers’s roman- 
tic comedy about a misogynistic 
advertising executive who suddenly 
acquires the ability to read the mind of 
every woman he meets. 


FIRST-RUN MOVIES 


Alien Adventure (SC) Encounter in the 
Third Dimension director Ben Stassen’s 
computer-animated 3-D IMAX film 
about a team of comical aliens and their 
misadventures in a high-tech amuse- 
ment park. 


Almost Famous (CO) Billy Crudup, 
Kate Hudson, Patrick Fugit, Jason Lee 
and Frances McDormand star in Jerry 
Maguire director Cameron Crowe's 
autobiographical comedy-drama about 
a teenaged journalist who comes of age 
while travelling across America with a 
‘70s rock band. 


Bedazzled (CO) Brendan Fraser and 
Elizabeth Hurley star in Groundhog Day 
lirector Harold Ramis’s updating of the 





1967 comedy about a nerdy, lovesick 
man who sells his soul to the Devil in 
exchange for a chance to win the heart 
of the woman he loves. 


Best in Show (CO) Catherine 
ita O'Hara, Eugene Levy and Fred 
GS Willard star in this improvised film 
by Waiting for Guffman director-star 
Christopher Guest about eccentric dog 
fanciers competing in a tony Philadel- 
phia dog show. 


Billy Elliot (CO) Jamie Bell, Julie 
Sry Walters and Jamie Draven star in 
gS director Stephen Daldry’s crowd- 
pleasing British film about a talented 
young boy who begins taking ballet les- 
sons, much to the disapproval of his 
uncomprehending father. 


Bounce (CO) Ben Affleck and Gwyneth 
Paltrow star in The Opposite of Sex direc- 
tor Don Roos’s romantic drama about a 
man who falls in love with the widow of 
the man to whom he once gave up his 
airplane seat, and who then died when 
the plane crashed. 


Cannes 1999 World's Best Commer- 
cialis (P) A collection of award-winning 
television advertisements from around 
the world, the cream of the 1999 
Cannes International Advertising Festival. 


Cannes 2000 World's Best Commer- 
cials (CO) A collection of award-win- 
ning television advertisements from 
around the world, the cream of the 2000 
Cannes International Advertising Festival. 


Cecil B. Demented (CO) 

Sita Melanie Griffith, Stephen Dorff 
8S and Alicia Witt star in Hairspray 
director John Waters’s subversive come- 
dy about a crew of radical underground 
filmmakers who kidnap a bitchy Holly- 


wood star and force her to appear in 
their own guerrilla production. 
Charlie’s Angels (CO) Drew 

Srrfq Barrymore, Cameron Diaz, Lucy 

188 Liu and Bill Murray star in music 
video director McG's campy, action- 
packed jiggle flick, based on the ‘70s TV 
series, about three sexy private investi- 
gators who are hired to rescue a kid- 
napped high-tech mogul. 


Cirque du Soleil: journey of Man 
(SC) lan McKellen narrates director 
Keith Melton’s impressionistic 3-D 
IMAX film, which uses the acrobatic 
Cirque du Soleil troupe to illustrate 
one man’s development from child- 
hood to maturity. 


Dr. Seuss’ How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas (CO, FP) Jim Carrey stars in 
Ransom director Ron Howard's live- 
action version of the beloved children’s 
tale about a misanthropic hermit who 
plots to ruin Christmas for the perpetu- 


The Garneau Theatre will be closed until Dec. 26". 





Seasons Greetings from Management and Staff. 
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Comic Fable Where 
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and johnny DEPP 













poney 4 


A NEW FILM FROM THE DIRECTOR OF “THE CIDER HOUSE RULES 


GARNEAU 


theatre 


\ 8712 - 109 Street - 453-0728 
VISIT US AT http://garneau.worldgate.ca for our weekly FREE TICKET draws. 


Starts 
Tuesday, Dec. 26th 





ally cheerful citizens of the nearby town 
of Whoville. 


Dungeons and Dragons (CO, FP) 
Justin Whalin, Jeremy Irons, Marlon 
Wayans and Thora Birch star in director 
Courtney Solomon’s fantasy epic about 
an intrepid young thief who joins up 
with an apprentice mage to foil an evil 
wizard’s attempt to overthrow the 
empress of a mythical kingdom. 


Into the Deep (SC) Kate Nelligan nar- 
rates director Howard Hall’s 3-D IMAX 
documentary about the beautiful under- 
sea world that exists just off the coast of 
Southern California. 


The Legend of Bagger Vance (CO) 
Matt Damon, Will Smith and Charlize 
Theron star in Quiz Show director Robert 
Redford’s offbeat sports drama, set in 
1931, about a mysterious caddy who 
helps a troubled young golfer prepare 
for an important match. Based on the 
novel by Steven Pressfield. 


Little Nicky (CO) Adam Sandler, Patri- 
cia Arquette and Harvey Keitel star in 
Heavyweights director Steven Brill’s low- 
brow comedy about Satan’s shy son, 
who must venture into the mortal realm 
to prevent his brothers from deposing 
their father as Prince of Darkness. 


Lola and Billy the Kid (CO) Gandi 
Mukli, Baki Davrak and Erdal Yildiz star 
in The Serpent’s Tale writer-director E. 
Kutlug Ataman’s drama about a 
teenaged Turkish runaway living in 
Berlin and his struggle to come to terms 
with his homosexuality. In German and 
Turkish with English subtitles. 


Meet the Parents (CO) Robert De 
Niro and Ben Stiller star in Austin Powers: 
International Man of Mystery director Jay 
Roach’s comedy about a neurotic 
groom-to-be who finds himself com- 
pletely unnerved by his fiancée’s impos- 
ing father. 


Men of Honor (CO) Cuba Gooding Jr. 
and Robert De Niro star in Soul Food 
director George Tillman Jr.’s biographi- 
cal film, the story of the remarkable 
career of Carl Brashear, who in the 
1940s became the first black diver in 
U.S. Navy history. 


Michael Jordan to the Max (SC) Lau- 
rence Fishburne narrates co-directors 
Don Kempf and James D. Stern’s IMAX 
documentary about basketball star 
Michael Jordan, focussing on his per- 
formance in the 1998 NBA champi- 
onships. 


102 Dalmatians (CO, FP) Glenn Close 
and Gerard Depardieu star in Tarzan co- 
director Kevin Lima’s sequel to the 1996 
live-action version of the 1961 Disney 
cartoon (based on Dodie Smith’s book), 
in which Cruella De Vil once again plots 
to turn a litter of Dalmatian puppies into 
a fur coat. 


Pay It Forward (CO) Kevin Spacey, 
Helen Hunt and Haley Joel Osment star 
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in Deep Impact director Mimi Leder’s 
inspirational film about a young boy 
whose scheme to promote “random 
acts of kindness” sparks a romance 
between his single mother and his 
teacher. 


Proof of Life (CO, FP) Meg Ryan, 
Russell Crowe and David Morse star in 
The Devil’s Advocate director Taylor 
Hackford’s action drama about a 
woman who hires a “freelance 
hostage negotiator” to retrieve her 
husband, who has been kidnapped by 
Latin American rebels. 


Requiem for a Dream (P2) 
Prt Ellen Burstyn, Jared Leto, Jennifer 
WS Connelly and Marlon Wayans star 
in x director Darren Aronofsky’s gru- 
elling, visually spectacular drama about 
drug addicts spiralling into the abyss 
while pursuing their dreams of success. 
Based on the novel by Hubert Selby Jr. 


Rugrats in Paris: The Movie (CO, FP) 
The Pickles family travels to Paris to visit 
a dinosaur-themed amusement park in 
this animated sequel to 1999s kiddie hit 
The Rugrats Movie, based on the popular 
TV series. 


Saving Grace (CO) Brenda Blethyn 
and Craig Ferguson star in director 
Nigel Cole’s whimsical British comedy 
about a financially strapped housewife 
who turns to the lucrative field of mari- 
juana cultivation in order to raise money 
to preserve her beloved home. 


The 6th Day (CO) Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, Robert Duvall and 
Michael Rapaport star in Tomorrow 
Never Dies director Roger Spottis- 
woode’s sci-fi thrilJSr, about a helicopter 
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it before the blurb whores on the TV commer 


pilot who must elude a team of assassins 
after being replaced in his home and 
workplace by a sophisticated clone. 


Unbreakable (CO, FP) Bruce Willis, 
Samuel L. Jackson and Robin Wright 
Penn star in The Sixth Sense director M. 
Night Shyamalan’s moody supernatural 
drama about a security guard who 
learns an unexpected truth about him- 
self after he miraculously survives a train 
wreck, 


Urbania (CO) Dan Futterman, Alan 
Cumming and Matt Keeslar star in 
director Jon Shear’s offbeat drama 
about a depressed young gay man 
who has a series of odd, urban-legend- 
like encounters when he begins wan- 
dering the streets in pursuit of a 
handsome stranger. 


Vertical Limit (CO, FP) Chris O’Don- 
nell, Bill Paxton, Robin Tunney and Scott 
Glenn star in The Mask of Zorro director 
Martin Campbell’s action flick about a 
man who rounds up a ragtag crew of 
mountaineers to rescue his sister, who 
has become trapped in a fissure while 
climbing K2. 











Pacha and Kuzco, almost despite 
themselves, miraculously escape 
falling down a mountain chasm 
into a crocodile-infested lake. 
The four main voices are all ter- 
tific: Spade and Goodman have 
an easygoing comic chemistry, 
Patrick Warburton (David Puddy 
from Seinfeld) gets laughs as 
Kronk, a somewhat daydreamy 
palace henchman, and it’s always 
a pleasure to hear that strange, 
Chinese violin music that Eartha © 
Kitt calls a voice. She’s a fun, 
stylish villainess—it would have — 
been fun to see Kitt play Cruella 
De Vil instead of Glenn Close. 

The Emperor’s New Groove may 
not be a masterpiece, but that’s okay 
with me. It makes you suspect that _ 
if Disney stopped trying to win— 
Oscars all the time, they could turn. 
out some really good movies.® = 


Directed by Mark Dindal © ine tity 
the voices of David Spade, John — 

Goodman, Eartha Kitt tnd Patiehel i 

Warburton * Opens Fri, Dec 15 





i 4 BS 4 
Verite, 
Metro Cinema pays 
tribute to 
documentarian 
Frederick Wiseman 
BY JOSEF BRAUN. 


here is a particularly memo- 
Te: scene that occurs about 

halfway through American 
filmmaker Frederick Wiseman’s 
1967 documentary Titicut Follies— 
memorable because it’s one of the 
rare moments in which Wiseman 
betrays his characteristic objectivity 
by using montage to draw a parallel 
between two distinct series of 
images. We watch as an elderly 
inmate at the Massachusetts Correc- 
tional Institution at Bridgewater is 
force-fed through his ncse with a 
tube, the proceedings awkward and 
uncomfortable to watch. Intercut 
with this scene are images of the 
same man being embalmed, dressed 
up and rolled into a refrigerator. The 
juxtaposition shows us two things: 
that the level of compassion shown 
to this man while alive was no 
greater than that shown to his 
corpse, and that, with the kind of 
care he’s receiving at Bridgewater, he 
may as well be dead anyway. 

Titicut Follies is a disturbing, fasci- 
nating film. Wiseman was granted 29 
days’ free rein to film the daily lives 
(and deaths) of the prisoners and staff 
at Bridgewater, an institution for the 
criminally insane, and 
the conditions he 
found were 
appalling. We see 
the staff strip, taunt and 
herd inmates around, all for little dis- 
cernible reason. Wiseman intercuts 
these scenes with bits from the insti- 
tution’s talent show, the Titicut Follies, 
in which the prisoners sing old songs 
and an authority figure whom I 
assume was the head warden, gobbles 
up his opportunity to give Wiseman’s 
camera his shit-eating grin as though 
he were a proud papa. 

Titicut Follies clearly depicts the 
futility of life at Bridgewater, the lack 
of insight many such institutions dis- 
play when it comes to defining and 
treating the mentally ill—especially 
when their behaviour is criminal (and 
thus less sympathetic to society at 
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Wiseman trophy: a moment from Titicut Follies 


large). One particularly lucid inmate, 
who has been diagnosed as a para- 
noid schizophrenic, tries to explain 
to the staff that he feels his treatment 
is backfiring, that he’s felt more agi- 
tated in the last year and a half he's 
spent at Bridgewater than he did pre- 
viously. He requests that he be 
allowed to go back to a regular 
prison. The staff only humours him, 
and after he is escorted away, the doc- 
tor in change decides the solution to 
this inmate’s problem is simple: 
increase his dosage of tranquillizers. 


Follies’ breach 


But as strikingly as Titicut Follies 
exposes the disturbing nature of 
such psychiatric institu- 
tions, it also raises 
the most pointed 
questions that arise 
from the entire cinéma 
vérité documentary style. The lives 
of the inmates at Bridgewater sad- 
den us because they are forced to 
completely submit their will to the 
often-humiliating requests of the 
staff, but are they not also submit- 
ting their will to Wiseman’s probing 
camera? Wiseman roams into every 
corner of the inmates’ lives, some- 
times lingering for effect, and shar- 
ing with the film’s audience the 
inmates’ personal pain and humili- 
ating trials, all confined to the con- 
text created by Wiseman’s editing. 
These questions of privacy and 
voyeurism were brou ht to the Mass- 
achusetts Supreiti’Gourt, who then 





banned the film for 24 years on 
counts of obscenity and exploitation 
(although its decidedly unflattering 
depiction of one of the state’s institu- 
tions likely had some effect as well). 
The ban was lifted in 1993 and the 
film was broadcast on public televi- 
sion. It concludes with a humourous- 
ly vague title card explaining that 
“Changes and improvements have 
been made at Bridgewater.” 

Wiseman spent the early part of 
his career examining several Ameri- 
can institutions in films such as 
High School and Hospital. One of his 
later films, 1980's Model, which 
investigates the world of fashion 
advertising, is also being screened 
this weekend as part of Metro Cine- 
ma’s Wiseman festival. Model is 
often amusing, but it actually suffers 
a bit from Wiseman’s desire for total 
objectivity. The film gives us no 
insight into the business and fre- 
quently results in Wiseman basically 
mimicking the actions of his sub- 
jects: they pose, he shoots. 

You can also see Wiseman’s latest 
film this weekend, the four-hour 
Belfast, Maine, which profiles the 
224-year old scenic New England 
port town, its fascinating past (it was 
once a Revolutionary War outpost), 
and its uncertain economic future. © 


ais Frederick Wiseman series 
Model: Fri, Dec 15, 7pm ® Titicut 
Follies: Sat, Dec 16, 7pm « Belfast, 
Maine: Sun, Dec 17, 6:30pm ¢ 

Zeidler Hall, The Citadel « Metro 
Cinema ¢ 425-9212 
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DVD Releases| 


THE CONVERSATION 
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KIKUJIRO (Foreign) 


ROAD TO EL DORADO 
(also on VHS) 


SHAFT 
(also on VHS) 
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Offers you the chance to” 
win a pair of tickets to 
Alberta Ballet's presentation of 


Just mail Vue Weekly; #307 10080 - Jasper Ave 
Edmonton, Ab. TS] 1V9. EMail to ballet@vue.ab.ca 
or fax to 426-2889 with your name and daytime 
phone number by December 14, 2000. 
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ESS 2000-2001 CALL WINSPEAR CENTRE 428-14 4 


HANDEL'S MESSIAH 


December 21, 22 & 23, 8 pm 
Grzegorz Nowak, conductor 
Richard Eaton Singers Gizeparz Nowak 


Messiah sells out early every year. Get your tickets today! 


i i/ a 
AMANDA FORSYTH, CELLO 
January 12 & 13, 8 pm 
Grzegorz Nowak, conductor 
Gilliland On the Shoulders of Giants 

ESO Commission WORLD PREMIERE 

Herbert Cello Concerto No.2 
Beethoven Symphony No. 4 


Amanda Forsyth 


, | a a 
MAREK GASZTECKI, BASS 
January 18, 8 pm 
Grzegorz Nowak, conductor 


“What better way to spend an evening than with 
Mozart and Verdi! Bravo to the ESO for showcasing 
two of the finest composers in the operatic repertoire.” 
~ Michael Cavanagh, Artistic Director, Edmonton Opera 


Concert includes major overtures and arias from The Magic Flute, 
| The Marriage of Figaro, Nabucco, Don Carlos and more! 


Marek Gasztecki 


REPERCUSSION 
January 19 & 20, 8 pm 
David Hoyt, conductor/host 


“The hottest evening of music you're 

liable to find... it'll bring a smile to your lips,” The Province 
after Vancouver audiences were treated to this stunning display of 
drumming. Take a percussive journey through classical, folk, jazz 
and world-beat music. 


Repercussion 


4 P, 


SUTRON bedcattes 


FOMONTON JOURRAL 


CFRN 
CBC 4 Edmonton «<ensowe our 
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Nutcracker gets shell shocked 


Mikko Nissinen 
returns to holiday 
favourite’s roots 


‘By ALEXANDRA ROMANOW 


ner, The Nutcracker can’t be far 

behind. The work may be the 
bane of every dance writer (who 
must try to come up with some new 
angle on it every single year), but 
The Nutcracker is nevertheless the 
most popular ballet in North Ameri- 
ca. Luckily for me, Alberta Ballet has 
made my job a lot easier this year, 
thanks to a number of exciting new 
additions they’ve made to this seem- 
ingly deathless, er, chestnut. 
Although Alberta Ballet unveiled a 
brand new Nutcracker in 1995, the 
company has undergone a number 
of changes since current artistic 
director Mikko Nissinen took the 
helm three years ago. While the pro- 
duction received good reviews and 
warm audience response 
over the years, Nissi- 
nen felt the compa- 
ny was ready to 
crack a tougher nut. 

“Mikko’s been assembling a new 
group of artists and it became clear 
that we weren’t fully utilizing their 
abilities with our production of Nut- 
cracker,” explains Alberta Ballet exec- 
utive director Greg Epton. “But 
having just spent half a million on 
The Nutcracker five years ago, no one 
was prepared to start from scratch. 
Choreography represents a signifi- 
cant cost of any new ballet and, 
given all the new work we've com- 
missioned already for this season, 
we didn’t have the money to do 
everything we wanted to. So Mikko 
restaged the production himself.” 

Nissinen doesn’t consider himself a 
choreographer per se, but he is intimate- 
ly familiar with the works of ballet’s 
greatest masters, having performed 
many of them during his professional 
career. Trained at Russia’s venerable 
Kirov Ballet School, Nissinen danced 
throughout Europe and North America 
with the Dutch National Ballet, Basel 
Ballet, San Francisco Ballet and as a 
guest artist. A noted dance history buff, 
Nissinen decided to return to The Nut- 
cracker's roots with his restaging. 


| f Christmas is just around the cor- 








Suite emotion: The Nutcracker hits the stage one more time 


Leave it to Lev 


Marius Petipa, who also choreo- 
graphed La Bayadere and Swan Lake, 
had been commissioned to create a 
follow-up to his wildly successful 
ballet, Sleeping Beauty. Another col- 
laboration with composer Pyotr 
Tchaikovsky, Beauty took Russia by 
storm when it pre- 
miered in 1891 
and St. Peters- 
burg’s Mariinsky 
Theatre was hoping 
for another such success. Using a 
retelling of E.T.A. Hoffman’s tale 
Nutcracker and Mouse King, Petipa 
gave precise descriptions for every 
dance and mimed scenes for 
Tchaikovsky to score to. Unfortu- 
nately, Petipa fell ill before he 
could begin working on The Nut- 
cracker in the studio and entrusted 
it to his assistant, Lev Ivanov. 
Noted for his musical ear and 
astonishing ability to perform com- 
positions after a single hearing, 
Ivanov’s work expressed emotion 
through movement and music. His 
choreography for the end of Act I, 
“The Waltz of the Snowflakes,” was 
so admired for the myriad of pat- 
terns evoking a snowstorm that 
many connoisseurs returned to the 
theatre and sat in the upper tiers for 
a better view. Surprisingly, when 
The Nutcracker premiered on 
December 18, 1892, the public 
tesponse was lukewarm. It was per- 
formed on a few occasions after- 
wards and didn’t appear at the 
Bolshoi Theatre until 1919, while 
North America had to wait until 


vE 
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1940 to see its first full-length per- 
formance. 


Balanchine's to blame 


So how did The Nutcracker become 
so ingrained into Christmas tradi- 
tion? Thank George Bal-nchine, 
whose 1958 version set the stage for 
countless other modern versions, 
including: a Freudian staging for the 
Royal Swedish Ballet (Nureyev in 
1966); one that replaced traditional 
dancers with jugglers, roller skaters 
and acrobats (Beal in 1982); one 
that fully developed the story's 
more shadowy psychological aspects 
(Baryshnikov in 1976); one that was 
set within the context of 
Tchaikovsky's biography (Schaufuss 
in 1986); a ballet within a ballet 
(Neumeier in 1971); and one that 
substituted the German household 
of the Stahlbahms for a Russian vil- 
lage (Kudelka in 1995S). Celluloid 
versions of The Nutcracker have also 
been favourite holiday fare—even 
Walt Disney couldn’t resist includ- 
ing Tchaikovsky's music in the origi- 
nal Fantasia. Everyone, it seems, has 
taken a turn at The Nutcracker. 
Nissinen’s idea of returning to the 
original staging seems almost radical, 
given the many permutations the 
ballet has endured over the years. To 
ensure his dancers accurately cap- 
tured the classical Russian technique, 
Nissinen brought in the esteemed 
teacher and coach Irina Jacobson. A 
former soloist with the Kirov Ballet, 
Jacobson travels around the prone) as 
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jinocuts map out 
the contours 


| FENNIAK 


ricia Johnson’s stark and spare 
Ti of the random clutter 
of everyday living (snapshots, 
teacups, shoes) drawn with a knife 
and printed in black and white, give 
ou the impression you're not look- 
ing at the drawings themselves, but 
»their skeletons. You can’t help 
_ thinking when you look at this col- 
lection of linocuts that if images 
had bones, they’d look like this. 
Johnson works from a variety of 
sources, including magazine advertis- 
ing images and photographs. She 
then draws them, in attenuated, wiry 
outlines reminiscent of art school 
contour drawing lessons. An exercise 
to teach students the relationship of 
objects in space, contour drawing is 
conventionally understood as the 
visual equivalent of musical scales. 
Here, it’s a representational strategy 
that’s repeated across a range of sub- 
ject matter and reduces it to its car- 
toonish bare essentials. The effect is 
an uncanny translation of difference 
into similarity where, for instance, a 
squiggly bundle of shoes seems 
strangely akin to the hollow outline 
of a puffy-looking utility vehicle 
trundling down a mountain road. 
Although she’s distilled them 
to the sparest outlines, Johnson’s 
sketches of people are particularly 
intriguing. Because of their vague- 
ly rendered old-fashioned suits 
and hats, one assumes 
the images were 
originally taken 
from archival pho- 
tos, and their absence 
of specific detail and identity 
intensifies their already-powerful 
sense of nostalgia as you gaze at 
these weightless, depthless figures 
huddled into the picture like face- 
less ghosts in the white void of 
the picture plane. The radical sim- 
plicity of Johnson’s drawings 
demands that the spectator fill in 
the perceptual gaps—in the 
process, suggesting that things are 
much more complex than they 
appear to be. 
























Repetition is no obstacle 


In Johnson’s linear renderings of 
tooms, the contents are reduced 
© near-abstraction; what might 
otherwise seem ordinary is trans- 
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lated into a peculiar assortment 
of shapes and objects. And objects 
themselves acquire a odd pres- 
ence in Johnson’s work. For 
instance, “1500m Women’s Hur- 
dle” shows us the exact same 
image—the geometric outline of a 
hurdle—repeated 
eight times. Like a 
word, an image 
that gets repeated 
several times seems to 
lose its ordinary meaning and 
acquires a new sense of associa- 
tive possibilities. In this case (as 
with Johnson’s rendering of a 
radio tower), the hurdle acquires 
a blunt yet abstract physicality. 
Johnson's knack for transforming 
the ordinary into something 
strange and uncanny enables her 
to loosen the ideological hold 
that the names of things exert 
upon our perception of them, 
drawing attention to how our 
images of reality are constructed. 
In a cultural landscape saturat- 
ed with images and information 
Johnson's schematic, monotone 
descriptions work as ironic under- 
statement—a parody of thinking in 
black and white. Her images may 





The Nutcracker 















guest ballet mistress and is regarded 
one of the foremost experts of the 
etipa/Ivanov styles. 

“Mikko added the odd character, 
eaked the odd costume and made 
he whole show much more 
ancey,’” says Epton. “The whole 

ow is ballet, with very little mime. 


Oves very quickly. It’s big, bright 
d colourful—it grabs you by the 


ds are engrossed, which is a big 
icator that this production really 
bs the audience's attention.” 


jail bonding 


additional $28,000 was spent on 


costumes and props for this 
“tweaked” Nutcracker, while eight 
dancers from Ballet BC have aug- 
mented Alberta Ballet’s company of 
24. Add 50 local children in various 
roles and the Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra and you've got one really 
big show. And, according to the 
usually anti-Nutcracker reviewers at 
the Globe and Mail, Alberta Ballet's 
reworked production is “a very sat- 
isfying, traditional Nutcracker with a 
lot of artistic integrity.” It’s been a 
long time coming for Alberta Ballet 
to receive such national acclaim, 
and doing so with a Nutcracker pro- 
duction is testament to the bold 
steps our province’s ballet company 


_ has taken. 


Looks like the nut wasn’t so 

tough after all. © 
Alberta Ballet ® Jubilee Auditorium © 
Dec 13-17 
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Tom King 
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Give the gift of opera to the special 18 to 34 year old in your life and let them experience opera at an unbelievably low 
price. Explorers’ Club memberships are now half price. This Christmas see how far $20 can take you! 


Call Edmonton Opera’s Box Office at | a os We 


ck, General Manager 






$20 for the perfect gift? 
Even Einstein would like this equation! 
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By PAUL MATWYCHUK 
SGEEBERIOG TIPLE So MORO 


The Albert haul 


Which came first: the chicken or the egg? 
if a tree falls in an empty forest, does it 
make a sound? What is the sound of one 


hand clapping? Lyle Victor Albert’s 1985 
comedy Cut!, which takes place in a 
limbo-like realm inhabited solely by char- 
acters cut from the final versions of well- 
known plays, inspires a metaphysical 
question every bit as bedevilling as those 
three classics: If Albert himself cut a char- 
acter from the play, would it appear in 
the final version anyway? 

“1 don’t know,” laughs Albert. “I 
guess you'd have to ask a philosopher 
about that.” 

Albert is being overly, if characteris- 
tically, modest. As the publication of the 
new collection Scraping the Surface: 
Three Plays by Lyle Victor Albert 


Flexible. 
Transferable. 


Evening Classes. 


Register today for university credit courses 
starting January in downtown Edmonton. 


Principles of Auditing (ACCT 460) - Tuesdays 
Business Policy (ADMN 404) - Mondays 


Microcomputer Applications II, Windows (CMIS 302) ~ Tuesdays 


Microeconomics (ECON 247) — Wednesdays 
Economics of Health Care (ECON 321) — Wednesdays 
Community Health Planning (HADM 336) - Thursdays 
Commercial Law (LGST 369) - Wednesdays 


Statistics for Business and Economics Il (MGSC 312) - Thursdays 


Introduction to Marketing (MKTG 396) - Mondays 
Managing Change (ORGB 390) - Tuesdays 


The Sociology of Work and Industry (SOCI 321) - Thursdays 
Communication Skills: Feminist Practice (WMST 302) - Mondays 
Special Issues in Counselling Women (WMST 311) - Tuesdays 


These are three-credit paced classroom courses that run at Athabasca 
University's Edmonton Learning Centre starting the week of January 22. 


makes clear, Albert can be as philosoph- 
ical and introspective as any playwright 
in town. The book, which NeWest Press 
launched at the Next Act pub last Sun- 
day afternoon, showcases a writer 
whose light touch coexists with a will- 
ingness to explore the meaning of his 
own past, as well as his place inside the 
wide, often cruel world. Besides the 
light-hearted, larky Cut! (in which- 
Clyde, Hamlet's brother, idles away his 
time in the company of Oedipus’s sister 
and Stanley Kowalski’s mother), the 
book includes what most people con- 
sider Albert's best pieces: the mono- 
logues Scraping the Surface (in which 





A sufficient number of registrations will result in all classes having an on-site 
instructor. If there are insufficient registrations, classes will be offered through 
videoconference or teleconference. 


Registration deadline: January 12, 2001 


Fees: 


$50 one-time general application fee 


$444 for a 3-credit course 


(Course fee includes tuition, all learning materials required to complete the 


course, and student union/alumni association fees.) 








Some courses have pre-requisites. All courses are subject to approval/ 
availability and sufficient student numbers. For an up-to-date list, please go to 
http://www.athabascau.ca/Iso/LSO_web.html. Please refer to the Athabasca 
University Calendar for additional fees, pre-requisites, and other policies and 
regulations that may apply to you. (To request a copy, call 421-8700 

and press "1," or go to www.athabascau.ca.) 


To register or for more information, contact: 


Athabasca University 
2nd floor, North Tower 
10030 - 107 Street 
Edmonton, AB T5J 3E4 


Tel: (780) 497-3412 
Fax: (780) 497-3411 


e-mail; shelleyc@athabascau.ca 


Web: www.athabascau.ca 


Canada's @pen University” 


Albert, who has cerebral palsy, uses his 
experience of learning to shave asa 
metaphor for his desire to assume 
responsibility for his own life) and 
Objects in the Mirror Are Stranger Than 
They Appear (in which Albert recalls his 
efforts to learn to drive a car while, at 
the same time, surveying the wreckage 
of a just-ended relationship). 

The success of these shows gave 
Albert, who was already a well-estab- 
lished playwright, an unexpected sec- 
ond career as a writer-performer. 
Scraping, which climaxes with Albert 
giving himself an onstage shave, has 
had more than 700 performances 
alone, making him, as Lynne van Luven 
notes in her foreword to the book, “the 
most publicly well-shaven playwright in 
North America.” 

Does Albert think he’s developed as 
a playwright between the 15-year-old 
Cut! and his more recent work? “Hope- 
fully,” he says. “Objects was harder to 
write because it deals with a very sensi- 
tive topic, the break-up of a relation- 
ship. In Scraping the Surface, | was 
talking about things that happened 
way back when....” 

For Albert, the book marks one 
more small milestone in his career, “I 
think it legitimizes them a bit,” he says. 


“It doesn’t make the plays any 

or worse, but it’s a nice little Package. 
Plus, maybe I'll get a few more gigs ae 
of it. From a business angle, it’s a gi 
marketing tool.” It just goes to ine 
what director Richard Lett, who origi-’ ' 
nally commissioned the Scraping script, 
said in a letter that was read during the 
launch: the true disability Albert has 
had to overcome isn’t CP; it’s Canada’s 
chronic underfunding of the arts. 


Fossil tov! 


A Guide to Mourning playwright Eugene 
Stickland moves from the recently dead 
to the long, long, /ong dead with his 
new script Excavations, the tale of a 
paleontologist digging for dinosaurs 


- 
i 


near a Saskatchewan reverend’s farm- « 


house. The play, which Theatre Net- 
work will give a workshop reading of at 
the Roxy Theatre on Tuesday, Decem- 


ber 19 at 8 p.m., doesn’t yet havea ~ 


final form—an aspect that won't 
change even when it has its official pre- 
miere. You see, the script consists of'a 


series of “timeless” scenes which will . 


be performed in a different order every 
night, forcing the audience to reassem- 
ble the play in their heads. 

Admission is free. © 


RUDOLPH'S GOT NOTHING — 


ON OUR JESTER. 


er 


Help take the North Pole feeling out of seeing a play at The Arts Bams in 
the middle of winter. Our 50-year-old Bus Barns are chilly - we want our 
audience and performers to leave rosy-cheeked rather than red-nosed. 


The Make a Gesture for the Jester capital fundraising campaign has been 
launched to renovate and upgrade The Arts Barns. You can help by 
purchasing a tile in our Jester Legacy Wall, a vibrant 34-foot long mosaic 
of our Jester comprised of more than 1300 stained-glass tiles. It's easy: 
select the size and location of your tile, and your tile will have your name 
(or the name of a friend or loved one) emblazoned on it. 


Fill out this form and fax it to Fringe Theatre Adventures 


at 431-1893, or call 448-9000 for more information. www.ringe.alberta.com 
10330 - 84 Avenue NW, Edmonton, AB T6E 2G9 Attention: Jester Legacy Wall 


I Want To Be A 
Jester's Little Helper! 


YES! 


Background & Jester Outline 
____ Clear Tiles @ $250 each 


—_ Black Tiles @ $500 each 


Name: 
Address: 
Prov.: 
E-mail: 


+ 


Colors of the Jester Hat 
_____ Purple or Yellow Tiles @ $1 ,000 each 


Red or Green Tiles @ $1,500 each 


The Jester's Face and Teeth 
____ White Tiles @ $3,000 each 


®) 


All tile donations are 
100% tax-deductible. 


Method of payment: O Cheque, Money Order (enclosed) © Visa, 
Card fi. «So ee ee : 
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‘A CRAFT COUNCIL GALLERY 
486-106 St., 488-6611. A HOLIDAY CELE- 
TION OF CRAFT: A distinctive array of 
made fine crafts created by Alberta 
Council artists. Until Dec. 24. *DRINK 
AUTTERCUP: Unique and wild drinkin 
<els created by gallery artists featured in 
Discovery Gallery. Until Dec. 24. *HOME 
THE RANGE; Contemporary and tradi- 
ai pieces in the form of home furnish- 
as and lifestyle accessories, which reflect 
> cultures and romance of Southern 
perta. Jan 6-Feb. 24. ¢Fibre and paper 
ists Jean Connor and Barbara Pankratz in 
e Discovery Gallery. Jan 6-Feb. 24. 


BEAT 8 Mission Avenue, St. Albert, 
59-3679. *Open: 10am-6pm; Thu 10am- 
pm; Sat 10am-Spm; Sun.and hols 12-4pm. 
JINIATURE SHOW: Society of Western 
nadian Artists miniature juried exhibition 
d sale, Until Dec. 17. *Gallery artists Joan 
ley, john H, Barrow, Lewis Lavoie, 
drew Raszewski, Greg Trent and more. 
works by Min Ma and Glenda Beaver. 
18-jan. 1. 


GEL TREE CAFE 10354-82 Ave., 439- 
604. GO BLIND TO INJURY: These recent 
oto-based works by Lee Anne Pellerin 
estion our readings of images of women 
popular culture. Until Jan. 2001. 


—E BASEMENT GALLERY Finders 
epers, 8239-104 St. sOpen daily 10am- 
pm; Sun 12-Spm; Thu and Fri until 8pm. 

UMNATIC: Works by Faviba Sattari, 
‘am Millhouse, Marianne Taubensee, and 
aren Parker. 


—E BEARCLAW GALLERY 10403-124 
, 482-1204. CHRISTMAS SHOW: 
aturing Native art and craft by gallery 
ists. Until Dec. 28. 


SCENE STUDIO 8212-104 St., 432- 
34. eOpen: Mon-Wed 11am-Spm; Thu 
am-9pm; Fri-Sat 11am-S5pm, CONFLU- 
CE IV: Three new paintings by James 
ong. Until Jan. 3, 2001. 


ERA/KMET GALLERIES 12310- 
sper Ave., 482-2854. Christmas selection 
pf new work by gallery artists. 

ENTRE D’ARTS VISUELS DE L’ALBERTA 
20, 8627-91 St., 461-3427. JOY AND PIECE, 
CHRISTMAS SHOW: Diane Roy's jewellery 
da selection of works by the members of 
le centre. Dec. 15-jan 10. Opening recep- 
tion FRI, Dec. 15, 7-8:30pm. 


DOUGLAS UDELL GALLERY 10332-124 

















































lacdonald, Caio Fonseca, Tony Schreman, 
Diana Thorneycroft, Les Thomas, William 
ood, Robert Lemay and others. Until 
December 31. 


DMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir Winston 
hurchill Square, 422-6223, www.eag.org. 
Open: Mon-Wed and Fri 10:30am-Spm; 
u Bess pile Sat, Sun and hols 
am-Spm. @WALTER J. PHILLIPS-THE BEAU- 
IFUL SIMPLICITY OF THE WOODCUT: 


ONATIONS: Paintings recently donated to 
e gale . Until Feb. 13, 2001. eAN ECLEC- 
ISION-ALBERTA ART FROM THE 1930s 


TO THE 1970s: Historical works from the 
collections of The Edmonton Art Gallery and 
The Alberta Foundation for the Arts. Until 
May 21, 2001. #/ WITNESS: A multi-media 
exhibition by First Nations artists Rebecca 
Belmore, Floyd Favel, Skawennati Tricia 
Fragnito, Tom King and Jane Ash Poitras. 
Paintings, installations, photography and 
audio environmental. Until Jan, 14, 2001. 
eTHE KITCHEN: *KAREN HUSKA: BE ; STILL: 
A series of sculptural works created from 
everyday objects. Until Jan. 14, 2001. eNEW 
EYES: An education and exhibition space to 
assist with school tour programs. Interactive 
ice about art and travel. Until May 30, 
001. CHILDREN'S GALLERY: AN ELE- 
PHANT IN THE FOREST: THE SPIRITUAL ART 
OF EMILY CARR: Hands-on workshop with 
Marc Seigner. Until May 2001. *Admission: 
$4 adult; $2 student/senior; $1 ages 6-12, 
kids under 6 free. Free on THU after 4pm. 


ELECTRUM DESIGN STUDIO AND 
GALLERY 12419 Stony Plain Rd., 482- 
1402. *Open: Tue-Sat 10am-Spm. 
*CHRISTMAS GROUP SHOW: Featuring gold 
and silver jewellery by Wayne Mackenzie, 
Janet Stein and John Blair. *Wood boxes by 
Henry Schlosser, John Morel and Doug 
Haslam. Glass by Jeff Holmwood and Robert 
Held. Tables by Totally Bear. Ceramics by 
Katrina Chaytor. Soft sculpture by Susan 
Seright. Until Dec. 23. 


EXTENSION CENTRE GALLERY 2nd 
Floor, University Extension Centre, 8303- 
112 Street. eOpen; Mon-Thu 8:30am-8pm; 
Fri 8:30am-4:30pm. MECHANICS OF VISION, 
DRAWING IN ALBERTA: Revealing how the 
artist makes marks, reveals form and sub- 
ject. Until Dec. 15. 


FAB GALLERY U of A Campus, 1-1 Fine 
Arts Building, 112 St., 89 Ave., 492-2081. 
*Open: Tue-Fri 10am-Spm; Sun 2-Spm. PER- 
CEPTIONS/CONCEPTIONS: Selected work by 
the Department of Art and Design, 
University of Alberta. Until Jan. 7. 


FORT DOOR 10308-81 Ave., 432-7535. 
Gold, silver, argillite jewellery, bracelets, 
rings, earrings and pendants by jie 
Wadhams and L. Descoteaux, Soapstone 
carvings by R. Amidlak and Simonie 
Killiktee. Until Dec. 31. 


THE FRINGE GALLERY Bsmt., 10516 
Whyte Avenue, 432-0240. WORKSITE: 
Installation i Tommie Gallie. Until Dec. 30. 
*THE NESTING SHOW: A participation show 
by Holly Newman. Jan. 2-31. 


FRONT GALLERY 12312 Jasper Ave., 488- 
2952. ¢Open: Tue-Sat 10am-Spm. Featuring 
new work by gallery artists including paint- 
ings, sculptures, ceramics and glass. 


GALLERY 124 10240-124 Street, 488- 
4575. eOpen: Tue-Sat 10-Spm; Sun 12- 
opin Thu open until 8pm throughout Dec. 

F NATURAL THINGS: Paintings and draw- 
ings by Barbara Hirst. Ponds, rivers, lakes 
and gardens inspired by her time in Ireland. 
Until Dec. 23. 


GENERATIONS GALLERY 5411-51 Street, 
Stony Plain, Multicultural Heritage Centre, 
963-2777. *Open: Mon-Sat 10am-4pm; 
Sun 10am-6:30pm. *KALEIDOSCOPE EYES: 
Deborah Tilley (quilts); M/N/ATURE FESTIVAL 
OF TREES: Linda Unger (glass art). Until Dec. 
31. ¢GALLERY DINING ROOM: Eulene 
Morris and Elisabeth Drachenberg pressed 
flowers. Until Dec. 31. 


GIORDANO GALLERY 208 Empire 
Building, 10080 Jasper Avenue, 429-5066, 
*Open: Wed and Sat 12-4:30pm or by 
appartment Featuring small works by 
gallery artists. Until Dec. 23. 


GRASSLAND GALLERY Westgate Centre, 
17010-90 Ave., 483-6011. Miniature show 


and a selection of Christmas gift items 
including pottery, woodworking, and 
Christensen and Bulals tree ornaments. 


HARCOURT HOUSE GALLERY 3rd Floor, 
10215-112 St., 426-4180, *Open: Mon-Fri 
10-Spm; Sat 12-4pm. *GET SOME: Harcourt 
House Arts Centre's 12th annual member's 
show. Until Dec. 16. *Silent auction and 
closing party. SAT, Dec. 16, 7:30pm. 


KAMENA GALLERY 5718-104 Street. 
944-9497. eOpen: Mon-Sat 10am-6pm. 
Recent watercolors by Helena Ball. New 
shipment of oil paintings from China. 
Affordable Van Gogh and Monet re-cre- 
ations. Miniatures by Willie Wong. 


LATITUDE 53 10137-104 St., 423-5353. 
*Open Tue-Fri 10am-6pm; Sat 11am-Spm. 
Closed Dec, 23-jan. 3. SASKATCHEWAN: A 
STORY OF UNDETERMINED LENGTH: A visual 
short story. Installation by Allison Hrabluik. 
Saskatchewan sets the whimsical mood of 
the story. Until Jan. 13, 2001. BLOOMIN: 
Paintings, installation and assemblages by 
Heather Shillinglaw. Shillinglaw explores her 
work and identity and uses the figure as 
multiple self portraits in which she explores 
the feminine gaze. Until Jan. 13, 2001. 


M.A.D.E. IN EDMONTON 10515-101 
Street, (Across from the Bacarat Casino), 
429-3977. Presented by the M.A.D.E. in 
Edmonton Society (Media, Art and architec- 
ture and Design xposed). A Christmas 
ornament design competition and party. 
Bring a personally designed ornament to 
enter in our competition. SAT, Dec. 16, 
8pm. Including the sounds of Dj Waterboy. 
TIX: $5 @ door. Proceeds go to the 
M.A.D.E. in Edmonton Society. 


MCMULLEN GALLERY University of 
Alberta Hospital, 8440-112 Street, 407- 
7152. Open: Mon-Fri 10am-8pm, Sat-Sun 
1-8pm. COLLECTED VISIONS: The Alberta 
Foundation for the Arts has amassed an 
important and handsome collection of 
Alberta art. Since the founding of the 
Alberta Craft Council in 1980, the two 
organizations have cooperated to add sever- 
al hundred exemplary pieces of fine craft to 
the public collection. This exhibition cele- 
brates the Alberta Craft Council's 20th 
anniversary. It also presents a year-by-year 
sample of fine craft eta Council 
members, by the Alberta Foundation for the 
Arts. Until Jan. 28. *Drop-in Studio: Les 
Escalona and Helen Winter in the gallery 
every Thursday, 2-5pm for a free drop-in 
studio. Try your hand at card making, weav- 
ing, sculpting and drawing. 


ORTONA GALLERY 2nd Fi., Ortona 
Armoury Building, 9722-102 St., 439-6943. 
*Open weekends noon-Spm, or by appt. 
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS SHOW: Until Dec. 17. 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 
Perron St., (New location), St. Albert, 460- 
4310. PRESENCE: IN THE NEW MILLENNIUM: 
Holiday exhibition and sale featuring works 
by members of the St. Albert Place Visual 
Arts Council. Until Dec. 22. 


REPEAT BOUTIQUE AND GALLERY 
9855-90 Ave., 433-0761. POWERFUL 
WOMAN SERIES: Artworks by Gracie Jane. 
Until Dec. 30. 


ROWLES AND COMPANY LTD. Mezz 
Level, 10130-103 St., 426-4035. New 
"Whyte Avenue" acrylic paintings by Elaine 
Tweedy. New "Back Lane" watercolours by 
Eva Bartel. Acrylics reuse by Angela 
Grootelaar, Steve Mitts an Oils by Audrey 
Pfannmuller. New watercolours by Frances 
Alty-Arscott and Glenda Beaver. Sculptural 
glass, soapstone, metal, bronze and antler 
y various Canadian artists. Until Dec. 22. 


SCOTT GALLERY 10411-124 Street, 488- 
3619. © nm: Tue-Sat 10am-Spm. *CHRIST- 
MAS TREASURES: Paintings, ceramics and 
sculptures dear gallery artists Barbara 
Akins, Noni Boyle, Sean Caulfield, Paul 
Constable, Gwen Frank, Cathryn Jenkins, 
Yuriko Kitamura, Denyse Klette, Brenda 
Malkinson, Carol and Richard Selfridge, 
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Robert Sinclair, Judy Singer and Marianne 
Wachtel. Until Dec 23. 


SNAP GALLERY 10137-104 St., 423- 
1492. «Open: Tue-Sat Psoute) lig THAT 
SHADOW WOULD MARRY THIS SHADOW: 
Linocuts by Tricia Johnson. Until Jan.13. 


SNOWBIRD GALLERY WEM, 444-1024. 

Originals by Yardley-jones, Gregg Johnson 

and jim Vest. Pottery by Blackmore Studios 
and Noburo Kubo. Glass art available. 


SPECIAL-T GALLERY 436 Riverbend 
Square, Phase II, 437-1192. *On going 
group show including paintings, and metal, 
stone, bronze, ceramic and glass sculptures. 
*ANIMAL STEW: Works by Willie Campbell 
featuring Willie's Noah's Ark and up to fifty 
of her animals. Until Dec. 31. 7ST ANNUAL 
GOBLET SHOW: Hand blown goblets from 
Western Canadian glass artists. Until 
December 31. 


STRATHCONA PLACE CENTRE 10831 
SIP STR ITS 433-5807. CHRISTMAS 
SHOW AND SALE: Works by former Alberta 
exhibitors. Until THU, Jan. 4. ¢Former 
Alberta exhibitors show and sale. January 8- 
February 9, 2001. 


THE STUDIO GALLERY 143 Grandin Park 
Plaza, St. Albert, 460-5990. *Open: Mon-Fri 
10am-6pm; Sat 10am-Spm. THE ESSENCE 
OF PURE PAINT: Featuring works by gallery 
artists. Until Dec. 31. 


SUN AND MOON VISIONARIES ABORIG- 
INAL ARTISANS GALLERY AND STUDIO 
10518 Whyte Avenue, 433-3097. *P/ECES. 
FROM THE COOPERATIVE: A group show by 
the diverse co-op members of this collabo- 
rative show. 


SUSSEX GALLERIES 290 Saddleback 
Road, 988-2266. *Acrylic and watercolour 
paintings by Frank Haddock. Until Dec. 23. 
Glass works, Japanese chigiri-e and many 
other works. *Watercolours, oil and acrylic 

aintings and chigiri-e, Oriental ink works 

y Frank Haddock, Gwen Burroughs, Leonie 
Poole, Leonard Cheng, David Kieller, Shirley 
Kinnenberg, Jean Roth and others. Glass 
works by the Bissets; sculptures and ceramic 
pieces by various artists. 


UPSTAIRS GALLERY Great Bear Framing, 
2nd Fl., 11631-105 Ave., 452-8906. *Open: 
Tue-Sat 9am-Spm. *F/ELD WORKS, NEW 
LANDSCAPE PAINTING: Paintings by Peter 
Ivens, John Kerl, David Nash, and Dale 
Smith. Until Jan. 17, 2001. 


VANDERLEELIE GALLERY 10344-134 St, 
www.vanderleelie.ab.ca. 452-0286. *Open: 
Mon-Sat 10am-5:30pm. CLAY ELL/S-NE\ 
WORK: Ellis uses acrylics and urethane to 
create works that cross the boundary 
between painting and sculpture. Bright 
colours and glossy surfaces characterize 
these wall-mounted and free-standing 
sculptural works. Until Dec. 30. 


WEST END 12308 Jasper Ave., 488-4892. 
*Open: Tue-Sat 10am-Spm. *New works by 
Alan Bateman, Karen Rieger, Robert Genn 
and Elene Garnache. Glass art created by 
new and familiar artists. Landscape paint- 
ings by Peter Shostak. Until Dec. 31. 


cele a os = 


ALBERTA BALLET jubilee Auditorium, 
11455-87 Ave,, 428-6839. The Nutcracker. 
Choreography by Mikko Nissinen after 
Marius Petipa. Until Dec. 17. 















10329-83 Ave., 448-0695. *Every SAT 
except the last Sat of ea. month (11pm): 
Presented by Rapid Fire Theatre. 


A CHRISTMAS CAROL Citadel Theatre, 
9828-101A Ave., 425-1820. Based on the 
story oy Charles Dickens. This universal 


story of selfishness and redemption brings 
together a parade of colourful characters. 
Until Dec. 24, 7:30pm. 


CHRISTMAS CAROL PROJECT 2000 
Roxy, 10708-124 Street, 453-2440. 
Presented by Theatre Public. Musical inter- 
retation of Dickens’ Christmas Carol. TIX: 
20 until Dec. 21. Adv. tickets @ Blackbyrd 
Myoozik; $25 @ door. 


CINDERELLA Arts Barns, 10330-84 & 
Avenue, 448-9000. Presented by Fringe 
Theatre Adventures and the Alberta Opera 
Touring Association. By Garner Butler and 
Jeff Unger. THU-SAT 7pm; SAT 2pm. In 
house school performances Mon-Fri. Until 
Dec. 16. TIX: $15 adult; $12 student/senior; 
$10 kids 12 and under. 


COUNTRY, ROCK, AND A WHOLE 
LOTTA SOUL Mayfield Dinner Theatre, 
16615-109 Ave., 483-4051. A rockin’ 
Christmas season with a country and 
rhythm and blues twist. A energetic music 
and dance revue that takes a journey 
through time as it chronicles the musical 
roots that brought us to where we are 
today. Until Feb. 18, 2001 


DIE-NASTY The Varscona Theatre, 10329- 
83 Avenue. Edmonton's long-running, live 
improvised soap opera strides into its tenth 
year presenting a season set in the glorious 
days of the Roman Empire circa 67 A.D 
Mondays. TIX: $8 or $5 with brand new 
Die-Nasty membership card ($25), 


EXCAVATIONS Roxy Theatre, 10708-124 
St., 453-2440. By Eugene Stickland. 
Presented by Theatre Network. New Play 
Development Experiment of a new script by 
Eugene Stickland. A different kind of play. 
With a different form and how the audience 
plays the important role of deciding the 
Bak of the play in each performance. TUE, 
Dec. 19, 8pm. Free. 


FIDDLER ON THE ROOF Eva O. Howard 
Theatre, Victoria School, 101 St., Kingsway, 
426-3010. Presented by Victoria School o 
Performing and Visual Arts. Musical theatre. 
Based on the stories of Sholem Aleichem. 
Dec. 14-16. TIX: $10 adult; $5 youth/senior. 


THE HEX FILES: MEN IN NOIR jubilations 
Dinner Theatre, WEM, 484-2424 

Something very strange and deadly is going 
on at the Edmonton sychic Convention 
and agents Moldy and Scummy are sent to 
investigate. Famous crime fighters take to 
the stage, could we be looking at visitors 
from another world? Paranormal psychic 
phenomenon? Until Jan. 28, do0f. 


THE MASK OF ZERO Celebrations Dinner 
Theatre, The Oasis Entertainment Hotel, 
13103 Fort Road, 448-9339. Who better to 
save the town of Tobasco from the tyranni- 
cal takeover of Tijuana Garcia than our 
Hero, Zero? Donned with a mask, sword 
anda song, can he save the day? Until Jan. 
27, 2001. TIX: $39.95 Wed, Thu and Sun; 
$49.95 Fri and Sat; Kids $20. 


A POKI SCHVEDTAR CHRISTMAS The 
New Varscona Theatre, 10329-83 Ave. 
Presented by Teatro La Quindicina. And No 
Birds Sing, Christmas drama by Mary Keith 
Cox. A disparate group of characters are 
observed in a Mid-Western train station on 
Christmas Eve many years ago. Seasonal 
Songbirds, Varscona’s favourite girl singers 
sing seasonal songs. Christmas Cocktail for 
Tutti, Yuletide punch for all. Also presenting 
the Oh Susanna Jug Band. A benefit for 
Teatro la Quindicina. SAT, Dec. 16, 11pm. 
TIX: $8, $5 for Die-Nasty membership card 
holders. Tickets @ door. 


SAINT NICK (A CHRISTMAS FARCE) 
329 Edmonton Centre, 10205-101 St., 3rd 
Fl., 463-4237. By Trevor Schmidt. Presented 
by Jagged Edge Lunchtime Theatre. "Saint" 
ick is a good man, hard worker and devot- 
ed husband who is spending the holidays in 
hotel alone. Ivy pops out of a giant 
Christmas present. Christmas surprises as 
Nick's wife Holly returns. Until Dec. 16. Tue- 
Fri, 12:10-1pm; Fri and Sat 8pm. TIX: $8. 


THEATRESPORTS New Varscona Theatre, 
10329-83 Avenue, 448-0696. *Every FRI 
(11pm): Presented by Rapid Fire Theatre. 


This could be you.. 


Win a dinner for., sm 


ve 


Just enter by mailing Vue Weekly: 
#307,'10080 Jasper Ave. T5J 1V9, 
emailing to movie@vue.ab.ca 


or faxing ane 


“+ ho 


ntry to 426-2889 





OB * VUE WEEKLY © DECEMBER 14 - DECEMBER 20, 2000 


7s eiVeekly 


For a FREE listing, fax 426-2889 or 
e-mail listings@vue.ab.ca, 
Deadline is 3 pm Friday. 


DEVONIAN BOTANIC GARDEN 5 km 
N. of Edmonton on Hwy 60, 987-3054. 
*Open weekends. Authentic Japanese 
garden, nature trail, 80 acres of connect- 
ed gardens. TIX: $5.75 adult; $4.50 sen- 
ior; free kids under 4. $3.25 youth (4- 
12); $17.50 family. 


FORT EDMONTON PARK fox Drive, 
Whitemud Drive, 496-8787. FRI 15-SAT 
23 (6-10pm): Christmas Reflections: 
Board the horse-drawn sleigh. Fort 
Edmonton Park twinkles with lights, and 
bonfires. Step indoors for Christmas car- 
ols, a Magic Lantern Show, crafts and a 
visit from Father Christmas. Limited tick- 
ets: $8 adult; $5 kids (2-1 2yrs). 496- 
8772. FRI 15-SAT 23 (7-9pm): Voyageur 
Noel: A Fur Trader Christmas. Meet with 
characters from the past through an 
interactive play. Traditional music and 
candlelight of Rowand House. Limited 
tickets: 10 adult; $8 kids. 


JOHN JANZEN NATURE CENTRE Fox 
Drive, Whitemud Drive, 496-2925, 496- 
2939. *Open: Weekdays 9am-4pm; 
Weekends and hols 1-4pm until Dec. 24. 
(Closed Dec. 25-Jan. 1). Weekend 
Adventures: 1-4pm weekends and holi- 
days. *AN/MALS AS ARCHITECTS: 
Interactive display for all ages. TIX: $0.50 
kid; $0.75 youth/senior; $1 adult; $3 
family. 


MCKAY AVENUE SCHOOL 10425-99 
Avenue, 422-1970. eOpen: Mon-Sat 
10am-Spm; Sun 1pm-Spm. Archives and 
Museum located along the river valley 
on the Heritage Trail. Stroll in the 
Victorian-era Park. 


MUSEE HERITAGE MUSEUM S St. 
Anne St., St. Albert. 459-1528. «Open: 
Mon-Sat 10am-Spm; Sun: 12-Spm. 
*DISCOVERY ROOM: An interactive 
educational venue dedicated to children 
and families. Hear birdcalls, examine the 
minerals in the mineral mine, watch live 
frogs, interact and play Predator-the 
foodchain game. Free. */OY TO THE 
WORLD...THROUGH THE EYES OF CHIL- 
DREN: Featuring holiday traditions from 
a variety of countries and cultures 
around the world. Until Jan 7, 2001. 
MUTTART CONSERVATORY 9626- 
96A St., 496-8755. «Open Mon-Fri 9am- 
6pm; Sat-Sun 1lam-6pm. Peace on 
Earth: Featuring hundreds of poinsettias 
in a traditional setting. Until Jan 7. 
Weekend Entertainment: Local choirs 
and entertainers. Until Dec. 17. TIX: 
$4.75 adult; $3.75; senior/youth/stu- 
dent; $2.25 kid. 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM OF ALBERTA 
12845-102 Avenue, 453-9100, 453- 
9131. www.pma.edmonton.ab.ca. 
*Open: 9am-Spm daily. ANNO DOMINI: 
JESUS THROUGH THE CENTURIES. Until 
Jan. 7, 2001. ¢SYNCRUDE CANADA 
ABORIGINAL PEOPLES GALLERY: Spans 
11,000 years and 500 generations, peo- 
ple of the past and present, recordings, 
film, lights, artifacts and more. 
Permanent exhibit. *BUG ROOM: 
Permanent live invertebrate display. 
Ongoing. TIX: $6.50 adult; $5.50 senior; 
$3 youth (7-17); kids 6 and under free; 
$15 family. Half-price Tues. 


REYNOLDS ALBERTA MUSEUM 2km 
West of Wetaskiwin, Hwy 13, 361-1351. 
*Open daily until May 18, open holiday 
Mon. ®THE SPIRIT OF THE MACHINE: A 
collection of vehicles, aircraft, tractors 
and industrial machines-a tribute to 
mechanical genius. Enjoy the display gal- 
leries, observe museum-quality restora- 
tion in progress, or take a guided tour of 
hundreds of "diamonds in the rust" in 
the warehouse. 


RUTHERFORD HOUSE 11153 
Saskatchewan Dr., U of A Campus, 427- 
3995. Open daily 9am-Spm. Costumed 
interpreters recreate daily household 
activities. *A CHRISTMAS PAST: Make sea- 


Give the gift that says, “Hi, I'm not home right now. Please leave a gift of Personal Voice Mail 
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sonal crafts and cookies. Enjoy a cup of 
hot apple cider and sing along as carol- 
ers perform (1-3:30pm). Sun, Dec. 17, 
SAT, Dec. 23, 12 noon-4pm. *A CHILD’S 
CHRISTMAS IN WALES: Narrated by 
Norman Thomas and accompanied by 
Gordon Ritchie on Celtic harp. TIX: $5 
adult, $4 senior, $2.50 kids (incl. hot 
apple cider). Dec. 29-30, 2-3pm. Regular 
admission: $2 adult; $1.50 youth/senior; 
$5 family; 6yrs and under free. 


TELEPHONE HISTORICAL CENTRE 
10437-83 Ave., 433-1010. It's time for 
Santa to get your letter. Come to the 
Telephone Historical Centre so you can 
fax or mail him a card. Hosting 
Christmas activities on Dec. 16. 


KIDS STUFF 
ARMY CADET RECRUITMENT St. 
Lukes, 13212-106 St., 483-7985. *Every 
WED (6:30-9pm): Royal Canadian Army 


Cadets, free sports, camping, rifling, wall 
climbing, orienteering. 


ASSOCIATION FOR BRIGHT CHIL- 
DREN, EDMONTON CHAPTER 
Edmonton Art Gallery, 2 Sir Winston 
Churchill Square. SUN 17 (ipm-4pm): 
Super Saturday Group Members (Grades 
1-6): An EAG educator will lead a tour 
through the Edmonton Art Gallery. This 
will be followed by workshops. Parents 
are encouraged to participate. Older sib- 
lings are welcome, and younger siblings 
may come if accompanied by a parent. 
TIX: $4 adult; $2 kids over 12yrs.; $1 6- 
12yrs.; under 6 free. Pre-register: ph 
Elizabeth 429-3150, Donna 436-0533. 


CALDER LIBRARY 12522-132 Ave., 
496-7090. *Every THU (10:30am and 
1:30pm); Pre-school Storytime. 3-5yrs. 
Until Dec. 14. SAT 16 (2pm): Christmas 
Tree Decorating Party. All ages. We're 
putting up our Christmas tree and need 
your help! When we're finished we will 
all have cookies and hot chocolate with 
marshmallows. 


CAPILANO LIBRARY 201 Capilano 
Mall, 98 Ave., 50 St., 496-1802. *Every 
THU (10:15-10:45am): Storytime for 3- 
Syrs. Half hour of stories, songs and spe- 
cial puppet shows. Until Dec. 21. 


CASTLEDOWNS LIBRARY 9 Lake 
Beaumaris Mall, 15333 Castle Downs 
Road, 496-1804. SAT 16 (2pm): 
Christmas Crackers: Poems, prose and 
props abound in this Christmas Reader's 
heatre presentation. 
EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir 
Winston Churchill Sq., 422-6223. 
¢Childrens Gallery: An Elephant In the 
Forest: The Spiritual Art of Emily Carr. 


EDMONTON ITOSU-KAI 201, 10115- 
124 St., 975-6910. Learn Karate! It's a 
kick! Children's classes (8yrs+). Sunday 
classes, 10-1:30am, start Jan 7. Pre-regis- 
ter. (Parents can participate too). 


HIGHLANDS LIBRARY 6710-118 
Avenue, 496-1806. *Every THU 
(10:15am): Totally Twos, 2yrs+. Stories, 
music and simple crafts. Until Dec. 14. 
SAT 16 (2pm): Christmas Program. 
5yrs+. Pre-register. Stories, fun and 
games for the Christmas season - maybe 
a puppet show, too! 


IDYLWYLDE LIBRARY 8310-88 Ave., 
496-1808. *Every TUE (10:15am): Time 
for Twos. A fun-packed half-hour of sto- 
ries, rhymes and songs. Until Dec. 19. 
2yrs+. Pre-register Ph. 496-1808. *Every 
WED (10:15am): Storytime at Idylwylde. 
A fun half-hour of stories and interactive 
activities for pre-schoolers. Until Dec. 20. 
3-Syrs. Pre-register Ph 496-1808. 


JASPER PLACE LIBRARY 9010-156 
St., 496-1810. *Every THU: Pre-school 
Storytime, 4-Syrs. Storytime adventure, 
songs and fun. Until Dec. 14. Pre-regis- 
ter. SAT 16: Super Saturdays: Puppets, 
Puppets, Puppets. Seasonal puppet fun 
for everyone. Ages 5+yrs. 


LESSARD LIBRARY Lessard Shopping 
Centre, 6104-172 Street, 496-1871. 
*Every THU (7pm): Pre-school Storytime 
for 3-Syrs, *Every THU (10am): Time for 
Twos, for 2yr olds. 















LONDONDERRY LIBRARY 110 
Londonderry Mall, 137 Avenue, 66 
Street, 496-1814. SAT 16 (Trading time: 
10-10:30am Program): Junior Stamp 
Club: Season's Greetings~Come explore 
the world of stamps past, present and 
future at the library. Presented by the 
Edmonton Stamp Club and the 
Edmonton Public Library. 


MILL WOODS LIBRARY Mill Woods 
Town Centre, 2331-66 Street, 496-1818. 
Every SAT (2-2:45pm); Tale Ends: Drop- 
in program for 3yrs+. Until Dec. 23. SAT 
16 (2-2:45pm): Holiday Extravaganza. 
Pre-register. A holiday special of celebra- 
tion and fun. 


MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS SOCIETY 
11203-70 St., 471-3034. #1st and 3rd 
Sat ea. month: Multiple Sclerosis Kids 
Club Fall 2000. Until Dec. 16. 


PENNY MCKEE LIBRARY Abbottsfield 
Shoppers Mall, 3210-118 Avenue, 496- 
7839. SAT 16 (2pm): Christmas with the 
Grinch. Syrs+. Pre-register. Come listen 
to stories about your least favourite char- 
acter - that nasty, nasty Grinch. Oh yes, 
and Santa Claus too! 


PROFILES PUBLIC ART GALLERY 19 
Perron St. (New location), St. Albert, 
460-4310. *Every SAT (1-4pm): Art- 
Ventures for kids ages 5-12yrs. SAT 16: 
Art-Ventures: Hanukkah Candles. $2. 


SECOND STORY Mill Woods Town 
Centre, 2331-66 St., 413-6971. FRI 15 
(10:30am): Story Time: Melony 
Cherlenko. SAT 16 (11am): Story Time: 
Kelti Winters. SAT 16 (1:30pm): Story 
Time: Susan McMillan. SAT 16 
(11:30am): Family crafts. SAT 16 (2pm): 
Youth Writing Club: Meet for one hour. 
TUE 19 (10:30am): Story Time: Greg 
Ross (magician). Free. 


SOUTHGATE LIBRARY Southgate 
Shopping Centre, 496-1822. *Every 
THU: (10:15-10:45am): Pre-school 
Storytime. 3-Syrs, Pre-register. Until Dec. 
14. SAT 16 (Trading time: 10-10:30am; 
Program Time: 10:30-11:30am): Junior 
Stamp Club: Season's Greetings Come 
explore the world of stamps past, pres- 
ent and future at the library. Presented 
by the Edmonton Stamp Club and the 
Edmonton Public Library. 


STRATHCONA LIBRARY 8331-104 St., 
496-1828. eEvery TUE (10:30am): 
Storytime, 3-Syrs. Until May 29. 


VALLEY ZOO 133 Buena Vista Road, 

87 Avenue, 496-6911. *Open: 9:30am- 

4pm daily until Dec. 31. Adopt-an- 

Animal-just in time for Christmas. TIX: 

$11.50 family; $3.75 adult; $3 
outh/senior; $2.25 kids 2-12yrs. Until 
ecember 31. 


WOODCROFT LIBRARY 13420-114 
Avenue, 496-1830. *Every THU 
(10:30am and 2:30pm): Time for Twos. 
2yrs+. Until Dec. 14. 496-1830 to Pre- 
register. SAT 16 (2:30pm): Puppet 
Rumpus #3; The Woodcroft Puppets pre- 
pare a special "gift" for all to enjoy 
underneath the wrapping paper, pepper- 
mint canes and colorful ribbon. 

YMCA Castle Downs 476-9622; Jamie 
Platz 481-9622; William Lutsky 439- 
9622. SUN 17 (10am-12): Breakfast with 
Santa. Games, crafts, food and fun. Pre- 
register. 






ALLIANCE FRANCAISE D'EDMONTON 
La Cité francophone, Room 202, 8527 
rue Marie-Anne Gaboury, 469-0399. 
*Every THU (7-9pm): Drop-in French 
conversation. Membership $35; $25 stu- 
dent/senior; $45 for family. 


BOYLE STREET COMMUNITY HALL 
9515-104 Ave., 423-2285. MON 1 
(11am-3pm): Christmas Dinner spon- 
sored by the Bissel Centre. 


BUSINESS LINK 10237-104 Street, 
423-6878. FRI 15(noon-1pm): Brown 
Bag Session: Understanding the Linkage 
Between Recognition and Reward an 
Quality Business Practices presented by 
Claudia Verburgh and Patti Connolly. 
Free, please RSVP to 423-6878. 


EXPRESSIONZ CAFE 9142-118 
Avenue, 474-6058. WED 10 (12-1pm): 
The Lunch Hour Talk: Author Mark Lisac 
presents What's Left of the Canadian 


Left? Free. 


GAY AND LESBIAN COMMUNITY 
CENTRE OF EDMONTON 488-3234. 
*Every WED (4-6pm): GLCCE's new 
youth after school drop-in. Share your 
skills, ideas and have some snacks. For 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender, ques- 
tioning and straight supportive yout 
aged 14-19yrs. 


GRANT MACEWAN COLLEGE Jasper 
Place a Haar Theatre, 10045-156 
St., 497-4470. WED 17 (7-10pm): Ann 
Medina, award winning broadcaster and 
journalist will discuss her career transi- 
tion from war correspondent to the 
broader field of communications and 
technology. TIX: $45 @ GMCC, pre-reg- 
ister by Dec.31. 


INTERNATIONAL SMALL BUSINESS 
NETWORKING GROUP Edmonton 
Chamber of Commerce/World Trade 
Centre #600, 10123- 99 St. (use west 
door of building), 426-4620. WED 20 
(7:15-8:45am): Speaker Bob Kenyon 
presents Getting Your Goods To 
Market...Cross-Border Shipping. $2. 
Everyone welcome! 


MILL WOODS LIBRARY Mill Woods 
Town Centre, 2331-66 St., 496-1818. 
Every FRI (1-4:30pm): Bridge Players 
drop-in meetings. Until Dec. 22. 


N.A.A.B. 5614-136 Ave., 478-3747. FRI 
15: Christmas Dinner, Operation 
Friendship (seniors 55+). Pre-register. 


OPPORTUNITIES UNLIMITED NET- 
WORKING GROUP Edmonton 
Chamber of Commerce, 600, 10123-99 
St., W. door, 426-4620, FRI 15 (6:45- 
8:30am): Speaker Richard Le Sueur pres- 
ents How Safe Is Your Office? $2. FRI 22 
(6:45-8:30am): Speaker Dr. Christopher 
Levan presents The Ethics Inventory. $2, 
or a Food Bank Donation. FRI 29: No 
meeting. FRI 5 (6:45-8:30am): Speaker 
Jason Burns presents New Wireless Interac 
and Credit Terminals. $2. FRI 12 (6:45- 
8:30am): Speaker Norm Greenwood 
presents Small Business Trends in 
Edmonton. $2. Everyone welcome! 


PUBLIC MEETING Ellerslie Road 
Baptist Church, 10603 Ellerslie Rd SW., 
496-6055. THU 14 (7pm): Southwest 
Edmonton proposed Heritage Valley 
Neighbourhood 4 area structure plan. 


SACRED HEART PARISH CHURCH 
10821-96 Street, 478-7386. MON 25 
(11am-3pm): Boyle Street Christmas 
Dinner. 

VICTORIA CHRISTIAN 
CENTRE/SHAW CONFERENCE CEN- 
TRE 988-5433, MON 25 (5-8pm): 
Christmas dinner. 


WASKAHEGAN TRAIL ASSOCIATION 
*Abbotsfield McDonalds, 118 Ave., 30 
St., 467-1414. SUN 17: Free guided SC 
Ski at Blackfoot. Bring lunch and bever- 
age. *Abbotsfield McDonalds, 118 
Ave., 30 St., 440-1146. SUN 14 (10am): 
Free guided XC ski, approx. 11 km at 
Strathcona Wilderness. 


CAPILANO LIBRARY 201 Capilano 
Mall, 98 Avenue, 50 St., 496-1802. 
*Every second WED (7-8:30pm): 
Capilano Book Club. 


SOUTHGATE LIBRARY Southgate 
Shopping Centre, 496-8342. *Every 
third THU of the month (7:30pm): 
Southgate Library Fiction Book Group. 
THU 21: All ages and interests welcome. 
This discussion group has fun talking 
about all kinds of fiction. A different title 
or author is featured each month and 
selections are posted at the branch. Feel 
free to drop in even if you haven't had 
time to read the novel of t th. 












THE COMEDY FACTORY Gateway 
Rec. Centre, 3414 Calgary Trail N., 469- 
4999. THU 14-SAT 16: MC, comedian 
Roger Peltz and the Comedy Factory 
Improv players. THU 28-SAT 30: MC, 
comedian, ventriloquist Damien James 
and the Comedy Factory Improv players. 


THE SIDETRACK CAFE 10333-112 
Street, 421-1326, 469-4999, SUN 17: 
Presented by The Comedy Factory: 
Comedians Bob Angeli and Roger Peltz. 


This year, give a Gift Subscription of a TELUS Personal Call Management Service. 


VISIT THE TELUS STORE OR CALL 310-3232. 


THE ALBERTA PAGAN ASSOCIATION 
OF EDMONTON 12530-110 Ave., 425- 
8084, 488-2881. SAT 16 Com: Third 
Annual Yule Party: Potluck, dance. Live 
harpist, followed by DJ. Child care aval 
able. TIX: $15, children under 12 free. 
Price reduction for volunteer labour. 
Phone: for info. 


LEGISLATURE BUILDING AND 
GROUNDS 427-7362. *Rotunda. 
Evening Choir and Carillon 
Performances. Until Dec, 23. *Rotunda. 
Noon Hour Choir Performances. Until 
Dec. 23. *Pedway and gift shop. Until 
Dec, 23, 6-9pm. *Pedway. Christmas 
Crafts for Kids. Throughout Dec. 
*Pedway. Homemade ornaments and 
gingerbread houses. Throughout Dec. 


MUSTARD SEED STREET CHURCH 
10635-96 St., 426-5600. *Every SUN (5- 
6pm): Christmas Dinners. 


NEW YEAR'S EVE EVENT Downtown 4 
Edmonton, SUN 31: Fireworks and cele- 
bration presented by The Edmonton 
Klondike Days Association. 


UNIVERSITY OF ALBERTA DANCE * 
CLUB 492-2116. FRI 31 (Spm-2am): 

The Hourglass Ball: A New Year's 

Ballroom Dance, black tie event includ- 
ing four course meal, party favors, 

dance. Performances by Pierre Allair and 
Mireille Veilleux (Dance champions); 
music by D} Jim Kent. TIX: $55 member; 









- 


CLIMATEWISE: CLIMATE CHANGE 
WORKSHOP SERIES Queen Alexandra 
Community Hall, 10425 University Ave., 
427-9793. Save money, energy and the 
environment. Jan 18. $25 incl. materials, 
refreshments. 


EDMONTON ART GALLERY 2 Sir 
Winston Churchill Square, 422-6223. 
*Drop-in art for the absolutely terrified 
(or the tiny bit timid). No pre-registra- 
tion is required. 


GENERAL HOSPITAL Room 2C30, 
461-0516, 489-5170, *Every THU 
(7:30pm): Dr. Lloyd Powell, M.D. 
(retired) talks on nutrition and wellness. 


GRANT MACEWAN COLLEGE Jasper 
Place Campus, 10045-156 St., 497- 
4301. Watercolour Paintings and Plaster 
Sculpture as well as two drawing and 
two art history courses, Start Jan. 2001_ 
°497-4303. Dance courses (jazz, hip 
hop, jive and swing, ballet, modern, tap 
and ballroom) from beginner to 
advanced levels. Start Jan. 2001, 


JASPER PLACE LIBRARY 9010-156 
St., 496-1810. *Every THU (2pm): Films 
for the Retired and Semi-Retired. No 
Registration is required. Until Dec. 14. 
Films will resume Jan. 11, 2001. : 
Remember to bring a friend to this 
entertaining afternoon presentation! 


KAMENA GALLERY 5718 Calgary Trail 
S., 944-9497. Watercolour workshops, 
beginners to advanced by Willie Wong. 
Drawing, oil and acrylic painting classes 
available. Framing classes by Wei Wong 
and Kee Wong. 


MERRYWOOD DANCE ACADEMY 
Queen Mary Park Community League 
Hall, 10844-117 Street, 454-5005. Ballet, 
tap, jazz and more. Saturday classes. 
Start Jan. 6, 2001. Register now. 


SHAMANIC DRUMMING CIRCLE 
Sacred Heart Church, 10821-96 Street, 
439-0631. *Every FRI (7:30pm): 
Community Shamanic Drumming Circle. 
For info contact Sally/Bill. 


SPEAKING CIRCLE 458-3721. Speak 
from the heart. Express yourself authen- 
tically. Rediscover or practice your true 
voice. Contact Laura. 


SUSSEX GALLERIES 290 Saddleback 

Rd., 988-2266. Adults and kids art class- 
es, professional instruction, with small « 
class sizes. i fq4 


WALTERDALE PLAYHOUSE aay it 
2757. Walterdale Playhouse is holding an 
actors workshop in the Old Strathcona 4 
area. Workshop runs Mon and Thy, Jan. 
15-Mar. 15, 7-10pm. For more info. ph 


Dmitry. 


” 
. 


WITH TELUS YOU CAN. 





‘ 
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Classifieds 








musicians 


Female guitar/mandolin/slide player wanted for est 
local al? female band. All original roats/swing/blues 
alt. country, Ph 970-7063 or 458-2976 

matte 








shared accommodation workshops 


Looking for a 5.F. roommate between 21 and 35. Newly The most powerful tool in the 


renovaled residence. Big screen T.V,, Ready in middle of J r 
Nov. 1 min from downtown and LRT. Call 419-594 fight against climate change 
a - www.clickforcleanair.org - 






w 








> lassified advertising is 12 the Tuesday before publication New amateur string orchestra needs players. Meets Wed Pi i i i f 
adline for classified advertising is 12 noon he Tuesday before { nade rerhoais Nospital ried ns a oe stu d oO e h earsa | join Dr. David Suzuki and 1,000s of 
experience necessary, Ph Richard Caldwell 474-2591 concerned Canadians in taking action. 
natte NAII09 
; November only — 1 month free rent 
£eFREE* FREE* FREE* FREE Looking for male lead guitarist/yocalist for Dar it $150. can ac oat = 

FE T/NON PROFIT CLASSIFIEDS musicl countnprock band. Must have great attitude. Ph 968: Da Hae yeh ee pee oa titneeK Edmonton's Gay & Lesbian Community 

4.9 volunteer? Forming an acting troupe? Want 0426, leave message \ a Close to food courts, book now 4417-0302 Internet Website for all the News 

spe to jam with? Place up to 20 words FREE, pfo- = Drummer wanted for metal band. Infl: Slayer, at Bc www.times10.org 





» the ad is non-profit. Ads of more than 20 words 


to regular ta cruel st ioe oe nait23. musicians to form rock alt. band. Have 12 song CD 
mitted in writing, in person or by fax. Duplical DIVE seeks amazing male vocal talent for profes- demo for listening, 604-7840. 
Fo ee ee eee, chal aierace, tegd, (Geignes, STF, Chil glues ued tron |) 7S DRINKING A Pepstent support Bonmiceat 
eppers). Call Kevin’ 57. Singer wanted for original rock / funk band. Between 1 
if you require an ad to be renewed or can- PP Peer 2 flan A piel Lay ee food bank 


celled please phone or fax the Classified 

mont.Please, fax your ad to 426-2889, or drop it 
the Empire Building, 307, 10080 Jasper Avenue. 
:00 PM the Monday before publication. 


dline is pai2ia cians specializing in east coasl/Celtic style music 
acement will depend upon available space, 2 OR nd-108 Ph 43> —_—— 
P Bassist required for female fronted hard rock / Top Drop by and see us, 7704-104 St. or Ph 4 peat 4 
. . 40 group. Call lan @ 439-6924, john @ 913-4657. 
rtis ts 10'*aTr tists nai2ia Wanted: Drummer for original band Serious i 
Bass player/vocalist available for rock / blues / Top inquiries only. Ph Shane 452-416 pee é 


Design in Public Places 
4 (il to Professional artists and designers of the 


announces 






ssions. Application for. Group Exhibitions, 
ms, and Artist Demonstrations. Ph 426- 
or www.theworks.ab.ca 

nai2ié 


Jahoma, being produced by Sherard Musical 

otre needs more_men to round out their cho- 

_ show goes up February 16th. Call Barb at 

4132 

P nai2i4 

Full Moon Entertainment Theatrical Productions 
We are now castin, 


i 
for an AUDITION call: 48. 7082, 405-1838. 
‘VW 1006-0127/01 {7 wks) 


show" is now casting. Be a part of this 
arious, viclous and dangerous TV show. 
inton 497-7587, 

nai2ié 


pers Circle, all harpist. beg/invady come join 
ind play some tunes in a relaxed atmosphere 
Jcome. Sun, jan.14, 2pm @ Riverdale Hill 

e into Ph 432-9263 or 421-9177. 
nat2i4 


ok for the Art of It, Edmonton's Art and Design in 
Public Places is calling professional artists and 





















Tool, Machine Head. Ph Arvind @ 464-3646 


Mari Gold Production auditioning players for Top 
40 pop dance band, Professional, music literate and 
have own gear. 488-6155 


40 band. 474-2492 
mai2t4 


paella for original project. Contact 
ichard @ 908-6833 for more info. 
male 


Require one female acoustic guitar player/singer/writer 
for original project. Ph Richard @ 905-6838 for inlo 
nat207 


Wanted: Female guitarist/songwriter for collaboration 
and possible band formation. Infl: Morcheeba, Nelly 
Furtado. Ph Carrie: 439-7143 

natt30 


Bass and drums seek guitar, keys, vocals for 
funk/rock/r&b/country band. Serious, part-time 
Derrick 446-8475 

pal!30 


Metal band needs versatile yocalist. Infl: Pantera, Too! 
Sabbath. Call Mark @ 460-5769. 
na}i23 


Need sound for your next live gig or hall party? 


Edmonton area. Call Doug 970-035 
wv 1207( tk) 





Wanted drummer and bass player for aggressive and 
experimental ‘ype music. Basic music theory knowl- 
ege. Call Jasen 420-0920. 


Singer songwriter rhythm guitar player seeking other 


please. Email to jacobsd@morgex.com. 
nat t23 


The Atlantic Trap and Grill are looking for bands/musi- 


Lead pitanet with vocals available for weeke 
band. Rock, country, blues, Call James 923-23 











Music Instruction for guitar, mandolin, banjo, bass, 
drums, flute, recorder, Insh tin whistle, 
and bodhran. Private instruction: focus 
on individual! Professional, caring instructors 
with music degrees, quality music instruction since 


FBG NTRQPUSTONIIATETING 


vwi DECAKC 


MR. ENTERTAINMENT 
LONDONDERRY MALL PRIVATE LESSONS 
GUITAR, BASS, PIAN DRUMS 
475-1108 or 475-2678 
VW1002-1221 (Boks) 





musical instruments 















needs you to filla 




















Capital Region. Deadline: January 19, 2001. Gigs are waiting. Urgently need rhythm and a io oi : < 

Nutal artists call Natialie for info 426-2122 vocalist for established hard rock band. 909-9483 = DISTRI i ‘ POSITION 
natZié aaa : z a id fs 

ntion All Artists! Call for: Artist Slide Require one. female acoustic —_guitar «BU AUS ES truction : iff Pees rete soe 


This position will require 
20-25 hours each week. 
You will be responsible for 
assisting us in expanding 
the reach of Vue Weekly. 

If you are excited about 
getting involved with the 
Prairie's best urban weekly 
and you have a vehicle, 


signers, Edmonton region to submit propoals for nai? Yamaha Five Piece Drum Kit Complete with all 
the Edmonton Community Foundation’s Donor Rock band looking for male vocalist. 4773708 hard wear and Sabian cymbals. Like new S d t 
Recognition Art Project. 8 navenr $1500. Yamaha 7-piece Rock Tour Custom en your resume to 


Deadline for Stage One submission Dec. 15. 
Ph Natalie 4262122 or www.theworks,ab.ca. 
nai026 


DIRECTOR REQUIRED FOR UPCOMING STAGE 
PRODUCTION. FOR INFORMATION CALL 









riler trying to bring awareness sto sexual assault. 

ase forward ishit i i ’ 

€6, BOX 14, Ber, Calahno AB, neon 
nai2id 

GRADUATE PROGRAM 
LEARN TO PLAY...MAKE YOUR WORKING 
CAREER FUN! 
Film Acting Graduate Program-Six Months 
Intensive Training, 
Begins March 2001...$8100 


er and/or one singer for origt 
“hris 488-4630 or Brian 463 





Wanted one guitar pl 
nal rock group, Call 
1414, 


nat207 


Metal guitar player wanted for band. Infl: Megadeth, 


Wanted Christian guitarist for Christian music collab- 

oration. Call Hary @ 453-2913. Infl: Whitecrass, 

Stryper, Petra Holy Soldier, Guardian, Michael Sweet. 
natiz3 


Bass pave and or drummer wanted for original/cover 
proj. Infl: Pear! Jam, Tea Party and Creed. Ph 439-2702 
patie 


Typhoid Mary meyers bass player with back-up 
vocals for hard, classic and new rock cover band 
Contact Jordie @ 4 5 





mata 


Drum Kit. Complete with hardwear and cases. 
Classic vintage shells, excellent condition 
2500, 962-0967 

vw0727-00- 


photographer 






487-9460. Maiden, Pantera, Call Deanne @ 459-3515. 
Bae naii23 
F Drummer wanted. Inf: Replacements, Wilco, Husker Need killer photos? Spunky upstart photogra 
Artwork, stories, poems Of fal project” No longer Du, Superchunk, Pavement, Sloan, Grapes of Wrath pher can help you out, call 
i Paver eary't + cA) or O45 ¢ 
Sif 6, BOX 14, RET, Calahoo, AB, TOG 0}0. Ben Folds. Call 437-2801 we Bleary'i'd @ 437 2 of 945 6435 
nai2i4 VW17 16-0111 (Bis) 


Coca-Cola stained glass light fixture 36 inches, 
brand new in box, worth $1200 sell $600. 
475-3479 





Ww10817-_ {wks} 








elp wantec 










Rob Lightfoot c/o Vue Weekly | 
Suite 307, 10080 Jasper Ave. 


FOR SALE: 


Accord EX 


J 


Some of our Graduates earn this back in eight 2. : 
days of filming on set! Therapy is hiring security guards for flexible . 
Partial scholarships available. weekend work. plicants should be polite Pa Kis. es 
intelligent, and have no criminal record. % . 


ACTOR'S WORKING ACADEMY 
1-877-FILM-ACT 
www.filmact.com 
Vancouver, BC 


ALI 130-- 


(OVEMENTS: THE AFRO-CARIBBEAN DANCE 
ENSEMBLE Needs Dancers and Drummers. 
Accepting applications for the positions of 
hale/temale dancers as well as drummers for its 
kiting 2001 performance season. Please contact 
the Movements Office at 488-6745 to find out 
more about this fantastic opportunity. 







ratt23 


Funky dawntown market needs funky vendors. 
424-2511 













nai23 
king tor artists exploring and commentin; 
upon the culture ec aavelhance . 
for festival in Feb. 2001. 
_ For more info contact: 
visualeyez@interbaun.com. 


musicians 


D-EXP.Keyboard Player with b/g vocals 
d fo wrkg band. Prof exp. i 456- 
7 oF 454-3935 - jburgess@aipecat pee 


= nat130 


PRIVATE LESSONS OFFERED * 
BY QUAUFIED INSTRUCTORS * 
TO STUDENTS OPANYAGE 
AND MUSICALABIUTY. ON 
MOST INSTRUMENTS & VOICE 


FOI IO Ri te 


Res jos tas Doan eg 





433-0138 


10848 - 82 Avenue, Edmonton 





M/F call 903-7666 for interview. 
VW5207-1214 (wks) 


Endangered species need your help. 
Canadian Parks and Wilderness Saciety 
part and full time. Ph Cara 432-0967. 


\VW11207-0201 (Bhs) 


ALBERTA’S FORESTS are ae Endangered 
peo disappearing. Make a difference, canvass 
lor the Western Canada Wilderness Committee. 
Call Nick Between 2-5:30pm or leave message @ 
420-1001. 
VWO80T- 1221(18aks) 


c $75 CASH PER HOUR! 

Female photographer seeking attractive female 
models, Nudity required. No exprerience neces- 
sary. Fun, Safe, easy money. 424-2704 

VWE11 16-01 1501 (Bavkss} 
Hair stylist needed @ Rednecks. Fast paced 
Salon. Full and part time available. Call Amy @ 


431-0118 or leave message @ 444-4567, 
WW1116-019501 (Bets) 


ersonals 


Looking For A Left Handed Female 
Tall, attractive SWM, 31. seeks slim, playtul 
attractive, non-smoking, left-handed SWF 20-33 
w/na dependents for possible relationship. Reply 
to: zciger@ canada.com 

VW1214-1221 (2wis) 


Write It Down... 


SECTION: 





HEADLINE (MAX. 20 CHARACTERS) 





5 Speed, power window, locks, 
mirrors, power sunroof, 
excellent shape inside & out, 
one family owned, 215,000km. 
a great buy, both ‘lemonade’ 
and ‘consumer report’ 
recommended. only $6,900 o.b.o. 


call 940-6212 


(leave message if no answer) 


Add it Up... 
Line total $ 5.00 






































































Extras: $ 
ere Print your copy legibly Symbols: 
Buy 5 weeks i lineeprovided se “eo 
U re Up to 45 characters per line ubtotal: $___ 
Get 3 tree Fo Sent mcormn ES X.___ weelo: $__ 
Allow one space following punctuation 7% GST: 
Little Extras... orm 0 ent... TOTAL: : 7 ee 
Call (780)426-1996 I Headline $2.00 Q) ~cash —cheque O-visa O) -mastercard Z 
Fax (780)426-2889 Bold/centred $2.00 Cards. EXP. DATE D dli * 
e-mail >office@vue.ab.ca< Exmnline S20 eS here le 
Come in person 3rd, floor, 307 boron beat Lemp 
10080 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, AB. SYMBOLS $3 each Phone/come in person 


# a8 af 


For more information please call 426-1996. 9 am-5 pm Monday-Friday 
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Dear Sasha: For four months | was 
away at the police academy and my 
sex life with my girlfriend dramatically 
dropped due to my only being able 
to see her on weekends. To make 
matters worse, she’s taking a six-week 
European vacation and still has three 
weeks to go. | am now a police officer 
and women are really becoming 
interested in me. Because I’m a 
policeman they're always asking me 
questions and flirting with me. | love 
my girlfriend very much, but | also 
love sex. I've had five partners and 
since I’m in a long-term relationship 
and will probably marry this one, my 
friends say, “You better get it now 
before it’s too late.” Could you 
explain to me why women are 
becoming really interested in me and 
why is it that when my girlfriend is in 
town | don’t get these urges to 
cheat? | know people say women are 
attracted to men in uniform, but is it 
really true? —ANDREW 


Dear Andrew: | know I’m going to 
get a ton of letters telling me how 
dense | am, but could it be that you 
don’t get those urges because 
when your girlfriend is in town 
you’re getting fucked? And | am 
loving your buddies’ logic. People 
who believe that fooling around on 
their wives is different from fooling 
around on their girlfriends become 
the type of people who, once 
they’re married, are able to con- 
vince themselves it’s okay to fool 
around on their wives because she 
hasn’t put out in a while or she got 
fat or today is Friday. Get it now, 
get it later, who cares? You'd still 
be a lying... ahem, pig. 


Clean and jerk 


Dear Sasha: Does a dildo have to be 
disinfected after each use? I’m won- 
dering this ‘cause I’m thinking that 
that's what gave me this infection 
I’ve got now. See, the toy wasn’t 
mine, so | don’t really know where 
it’s been and what it’s been into! 
Thanks. —Korky 


VU 
\/ Vee 












Contest Rules: 


No person shall win 
Attain 4 more than once every 
sixty days. 
Unless otherwise mentioned, 
a) each contest shall only allow 
one entry per person 

b) contest winners must be 

at least 18 years of age. 


Dear Korky: Does a penis need a 
condom each time? Yes. Why? 
Because God knows where it’s been 
and what it’s been into. The same 
goes for dildos. All shared sex toys 
must be washed thoroughly (if it’s 
mechanical, don’t immerse it, of 
course) or covered in a condom 
Prior to use because they can get 
hold of bacteria which can cause an 
infection. 


Rimshot! 


Dear Sasha: How popular is rimming 
in heterosexual and homosexual 
sex? | am fascinated by it, but have 
never received it or done it to a 
partner. Is rimming a safe practice? 
—Howard 


Dear Howard: | suppose the name, so 
unpleasantly reminiscent of the toilet 
bowl, may put people off, but I’m 
sure that many who indulge in oral- 
to-anal activity don’t know even 
know that “rimming” is the accepted 
term for it. 

As far as safety goes, anal 
action is high on the list of dan- 
gerous sex practices, since it’s an 
area of the body that can tear sim- 
ply from a bowel movement. If 
you're with a partner who you 
know is STD-free and your would 
rather not dine on a dingleball, a 
scrub with a washcloth will do the 
trick. A good thing to keep around 
for oral-to-anal contact are 
unscented baby wipes, not just to 
eliminate odour, but also to get rid 
of that scrumptious, bacteria- 
infested fecal matter which can 
spread to the vagina. This is no 
guarantee that bacteria won’t find 
its way onto a finger, penis or 
tongue, so take care when you're 
making the switch from anal to 
vaginal oral stimulation. If you're 
worried about other infections 
(e.g., herpes—which often occurs 
around the anus—or HIV), then cut 
open a condom and place it over 
the area. 

| can understand your fascina- 
tion with this particular orifice, 
given the myriad of receptive 
nerves in that region. Unfortunate- 
ly, some people are more appre- 
hensive of rimjobs because they 
simply can’t get over the fact that 
they shit out of there. Meanwhile, 
oral-vaginal sex is perfectly accept- 
able, and look at the icky squirmy 
screeching little yardapes that 
come down that pipe. © 

















HEY EDDIE! by QIDAL: 


when his nose glows..., 


WP ec cee: 








support your 
local food bank 






dult classified 






escorts 


AMANDA 
INDEPENDENT ESCORT, 5’6”, 115lbs, BLONDE 
Call 448-9950. Discretion assured. 
Uc # 199009 
Wwi028-1214(Bwks) 
SHAYLA 
Brunette Discrete 
413-9075 
W1207-0125, 2001 (Twks) 


* * * JENNIFER * * * 
*** 945-1798 *** 


Attractive, slim, busty, curvatious and friendly. 
Available for out calls. 
(St. Albert/Leduc/Nisku). 





\VW/1108-0104 (8WKS) 


* MARIE * 
Attractive, polite, tall and friendly. 
Available for out calls. 
914-1964 


Uc 148219 
: Wit 109-0104 (BWKS) 


MELODY 


Delightful brunette. Gorgeous from head to toe. 
Out calls only. Great rates. 


413-0580 


UCe 151953 
VW 123-01 18 (Bwks) 


couples swing club 
Intimate Times 
COUPLES SWING CLUB 


458-1535 P 
e-mail intimate/times@hotmail.com 


ALOZ03-0651 (52 wes) 





dating 


ARE YOU SINGLE? 
Visit the Newest Meeting Place 
www.DreamMates.com 


Wwe 7-6-0-072000~ 


WANT TO MAKE LOVE LONGER-GUYS? 
Most women do! We'll shaw you how to do it 
20 plus minutes longer. 

Save $5 by sending $29 today to 
PO Box 76144, T6H 4MO 


VW1026-1214 (Binks) 


ALL MALE PARTYLINE 
Local guys on line right now. 
Connect live or just listen for FREE! 
Call 780-490-2299. And enter 
Your Free trial code 8103 
www.interactivemale.com 





RL BM 0624— 


Confessions Hotline 
leave or listen 
1-900-561-4080 ext, 2797 
$2199 per min. Must be 18 yrs 
Tatichs toen phone required 
Serv-u (619) 645-8434. 


ALIOGS-amonihs 
Get it Tonight! — 
Instant live phone conversations with hot 


Edmonton gay men. All live, all the time. Call 
for your free membership, 413-7144. 


vvcosagCL 


ORAL STIMULATION — & THAT’S JUST THE 
* PHONE CALL! 


Local women are pe ay it for free 
Call 780-490-2261 
Enter free trial code: 4996 


AL-BM0824— 


| Loctos FREES | 


Meet Someone 
New Right Now! 


CALL FREE 24 HRS EVERYDAY 
TURD PRILHDSHIP K ROMANCE 


Frercsonral 
ornmections 
SA TALKS. aac, 


shargos 


volunteers 


MEALS ON WHEELS ’ 
bey a lh Campaign 7} 
for elderly persons in need. ; 
Make a donation to ensure : 
a hot meal will be available to our seniors. 
For more info: Ph 429-2020. 


_nat207 








VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
We are : looking for a Oremic wolontest help 
in our Program as a Outi istant 
aThutedaye from 12:455m - 3:00pm. 

You are needed to assist the coordinator in 
providing an atmosphere for fun and learning 
through physical activity. You must be williny 
to participate in activities such as volleyball, 

loor hockey, dodge ball etc. 
Please contact Rayna 414-6305, 
Volunteer Cooredinator. 





THE SEXUAL ASSAULT CENTRE 
OF EDMONTON 
is recruiting volunteers to 
take calls on our 24-hr Crisis Line. 
Pe are empathetic, responsible and would 
like to gain experience inthe field of human ‘+ 
services, this may eS the volunteer opportunity 
for you. 
For more information aed to Say for training 
in Jan, call Marty at 423-4102. 


___nat207-0116S, 


Progressive, forward thinking non-profit agen 
e seeks to enhance the membership a 
of its board of directors. 

Planned Parenthood Edmonton is a non-profit 
agency which provides services in the area of 
sexual health to men and women. 
lf you subscribe to the beliefs and philosophies 
of the agency and feel your skills would be a 
benefit to the organization please forward your 
resume attention 
Larry Brockman, 

Planned Parenthood Edmonton, 

#50 9920-106 Street, 

Edmonton Alberta, 


TSK 1C5 
or call 423-3737 for more information 


__ nat 


Were you suicidal in your teens, and did you 
then receive counselling? To participate in confi- 
dential research call the U of A at 492-5350. 


maiz 


NEW NEIGHBOURS PROGRAM 
Do you have a few hours to spare in a month? 
Have you thought of becoming a volunteer? 
Meet in your own time and place. 
Volunteers are needed to help new Canadians 
in the settlement process in Edmonton. 
Help improve their Enalish peeks skills and 
share information on Canadian culture, local 
attractions/necessities in different seasons, while 
developing at the same time, a rewarding 
friendship! 
Phone Dulari at the 
Edmonton Immigrant Services Association 


3 ee re 


KEEPING SAFE: AN EYE ON THE COMMUNITY 
The Volunteer Centre of Edmonton has devel- 
An Eye on the Community: Tools and 
Techniques for Screening Volunteers, specifically 
designed tor community leagues. 
Become pro-active in issues of public safety and 
recognize the most effective way to prevent 
internal criminal activity-screen volunteers and 
staff who are in positions of trust. 
For more information call the 
Volunteer Centre of Edmonton 
482-6431. 


iS DRINKING A PROBLEM? 


A.A. CAN HELP! 
424-9500 





adult classifieds 




















G6 GrapeVine 


Pew in 


Chat @ Make New Friends @ Have FUN 


Char with Local Men & Women callers from Edmonton 
and) IF you choose, WiTh rosiai allen e cata across Canada 


— AS —_ 
TRIAL ACCOUNT FOR men 
“LADIES ALWAYS FR 


Free Local Edmonton (780) Call 


’ x 
o> ie 
The GrapeVine Club Inc does not prescreen callers & assumes no liability for using this service, Must be 18+. FREE local call. LD charges may apply.*Some conditions apply. ‘ 
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